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I know not whether an author who first pre- 
sents himself at the bar of public opinion, is 
expected to plead the precise reasons that have 
induced him to place himself in such a hazardous 
position. Nevertheless, as I have taken my stand 
at that tribunal, and many sensitive, nay, sensible 
people, may be sorely puzzled as to the motives 
that have induced me to swell the list of naval 
writers ; I Feel it would be discourteous, as well 
iwise, to mystify a simple tale, and therefore 
for their special satisfaction I proceed to indite 
my prefatory address. 

I am fully sensible of the advantages to be de- 
rived from an adherence to the opinion of Horace, 
and might have suffered the following pages to 
repose in all the sanctity of dust and time, had 
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not a recent publication by a Commander in the 
Navy, thrown a false and highly detrimental shade 
over the naval hostile operations carried on in the 
Chesapeake during our late war with America. 
This circumstance determined mc to publish that 
portion of my work which had reference to these 
operations. 

Having decided upon entering the literaiy 
arena, it required no great persuasion to induce 
me to retouch, and give to the world, those pas- 
sages of my naval career which were originally in- 
tended for the amusement of my young boy, who, 
on reading the first series of Captain Hail's Frag- 
ments, was clamorous for my fancied right of 
authorship. 

For his gratification I first commenced " Re- 
collections of a Naval Life," and they were after- 
wards enlarged to beguile some melancholy hours 
spent in a foreign land — 



While o'er the couch of sorrow I inclined, 

To catch hlest precepts from a well -trained mind, 

To feel that as 1 traced each thought, each line, 

A purer spirit gently tempered mine; 

Curbed the wild wish, the sterner thought repress' 

With deeper fervour ,— higher views p 

The wayward wanderings of a sailor's 
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Tliu i/uo animn of the work having been stated, 
I advert to graver matter. 

In treating upon the last American war with 
this country, foreign writers have adopted as 
the standard of truth, the inflated and viru- 
lently hostile accounts of the American Press of 
that period. Inimical feelings towards Great 
Britain may have led them to glean their in- 
formation from so impure a source ; but when our 
own countrymen are found to sully their pages by 
puddling in the same foul torrent,* it is time 
that the stream of detraction should be rolled 
back to the fountain-head, and the truth made 
known to the world. I only regret that the task 
of elucidation has not devolved upon some abler 
pen. 

Since these volumes were forwarded to the 
publisher, I have, by the assistance of a friend, 
gained access to some American publications, 
Bxn which I have made extracts, and added 
thein as notes to the events to which they refer. 
These extracts are not copious compared with the 
mass of fiction recorded by American historians, 
are sufficiently so to prove the rancorous 



i they a 



VI INTRODUCTION. 

feelings and flights of absurdity that enveloped 
and obscured American truth and judgment at 
that period of excitement. Poisonous matter 
speedily works its way into the soundest sub- 
stance. If the scenes I have witnessed and de- 
tailed, and the researches I have made, convey the 
antidote, why then I may exclaim, 

" Labor ipse voluptas." 

Time passes on, and too frequently a change of 
feeling and a lapse of years diffuse an intermix- 
ture of shades which interfere with, or deaden, the 
genuine impression made at the time of action upon 
the actors ; this cannot, however, affect material 
facts. There are certain voluminous tomes belong- 
ing to his Majesty's Navy, which present a mono- 
tonous repetition of the same figures and phrases, 
as uninteresting to the officers who indite them, as 
they would prove to the public if taken seriatim 
et verbatim, but these documents serve to hold 
entire the main features of any particular event, 
and they are irrefragable proofs as to the precise 
time and place of the operations of his Majesty's 
ships and vessels of war. In the prosecution of 
this work I have consulted these and other public 
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records, and to the best of my ability and recol- 
lection portrayed the different events in which M* 
(with many others still in existence) I was en- 
gaged. The exposition of truth has been my 
aim ; if this primary object be obscured in any of 
the minor details, I invite the aid and discussion 
of my brethren in arms, and of the gallant men 
who shared in the dangers and fatigues of the 
American warfare. 

February 26th, 1834. 
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CHAPTER I. 



Temptation tu BeribWing— Circumstances that influenced ilic 
choice of a naval life — Early predilections — Dr. Itutherford's 
school at Uibridge — Effects of my Father's attachment to the 

tltiy — Opening of my career as Midshipman nf tlte Pompee 

The middy sent back to school— Promise of a U ritenhip re- 
jected in favour of the naval profession — Illy admission as a 
volunteer on board the Pbat ton— Attacks of a brother Mid— 
Mortifications of youngsters. 

In treating of my peregrinations in His Ma- 
jesty's service, I shall follow in the track pursued 
by authors in general ; and if, gentle reader, you 
should discover any good reason or just cause 
(such a one as would influence your candid self) 
why I should abstain from giving you the proper 
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quantum of information respecting my early 
cation, feelings, hopes, fears, &c. I cry your 
mercy on these home and sensitive points. I am 
a neophyte in the art of book-making, and after 
much cogitation, rumination, and agitation on this 
important matter, I am prepared to come to the 
conclusion tliat I am acting with sound policy ; 
for by tripping lightly in the wake of my more 
able predecessors I shall at once swell the bulk 
of my book, and gratify whatever sprinkling of 
vanity I may be supposed to feel upon the oc- 
casion. 

To see one's own " sayings and doings" in 
print, first edition ! second edition ! third edi- 
tion ! — rapturous sounds ! who can resist the temp- 
tation of scribbling ? I cannot, 



" Although the earth should gape. 
And from the gulph <•< liell Destruction r. ry, 
Avoid Ihe Reviewer's ' minding way.' " 



And so, armed with the panoply of resolution 
to run the gauntlet of criticism, awaiting, like 
" Patience on a monument," to be. fired at, 
right and left, by a host of hostile reviewers, rid- 
dled like a colander by their well-directed shot. 
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aid pummelled to a nmmmy by the hard knocks 
of well-meaning friends aud unsparing foes, I 
comfort myself with the trite adage, 

" Faint heart never won fair Ladye," 

»nd begin my task. 

It was in the autumn of 1803 that I clandes- 
tinely quitted my father's house, and entered His 
IfagSSty's service, urged onward by one of those 
resistless impulses, which at times crush beneath 
(keir weight the vaunted free agency of man. A 
detail of the circumstances that led to the adop- 
tion of this independent step may perhaps be 
destitute of the interest an author is ever desirous 
to command at the corn in en cement of his work; 
but a total suppression of them would render the 
motives that instigated my flight unintelligible, 
and myfltify Ens events that directed my course 
uid scaled my destiny. It has been gravely 
asserted that my earliest infancy was marked by a 
strong, unswerving, and unconquerable predilec- 
tion for the sea ; I am bound to confess that the 
reminiscences I retain of that primitive epoch of 
By existence are somewhat ably reinforced by 
b2 
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the more vivid recollections of sundry flagella- 
tions for offences savouring strongly of a naval 
engouemejtt. 

At the respectable age of four years and a 
half, I was banished the nursery and consigned to 
the saiV custody of Dr. Rutherford at Uxbridge : 
I became thus early a candidate for Latin and 
birch, in consequence of the danger I incurred in 
my determined efforts to prove the sailing quali- 
ties of a self-constructed paper fleet on a deep 
stream, in the neighbourhood of the paternal man- 
sion. It was hoped that a due initiation into the 
mysteries of the rod, and a quantum sufBcit of 
other serviceable matter, would smother my mari- 
time propensities, and fit me for another and a 
very different sphere of action. Futile precaution ! 
I cherished with pious care the fertile seeds my 
father had, in his unbounded admiration for the 
navy, unwittingly sown in my breast ; his subse- 
quent conduct promoted their absorption, and hur- 
ried their maturity. * 

It must be admitted by all keen observers of 
the gradual expansion and varied action of the 
human mind, that the principles, prejudices. 



taste?, planted in the pure, rich, sympathetic soil 
nfan infant's breast, take deep, unfathomable 
root; the sturdy seedling may be stunted in its 
growth by the predominating influence of adverse 
causes ; its fibres may be withered by the chilling 
Wast of negligence; its healthy offsets nipped by 
toe biting frost of human waywardness, art, or 
misery ; it may never bud — never blossom ; but in 
the minds inmost core, the germ remains impe- 
rishable f and let but circumstances arise propi- 
tious to the full development of the perfect, and 
imperfect seed, sown by the wisdom or folly of 
parents, and they sooner or later reap the fruit of 
their labour. A rich harvest of goodly grain may 
yield to their sickle — a field of tares may start up 
to their condemnation. 1 shall conclude this di- 
gression in the words of a celebrated philosopher ; 
Mil thrice happy are they who arc exempted from 
He poignancy of feeling which their justice and 
truth inflict upon us, 

"Parents wonder to taste the stream Initer, 
when they themselves have poisoned the fountain.'" 

In conformity to the governing influence of 
impressions, my leisure hours at school were 
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devoted to nautical manoeuvres ; congenial spirits 
flocked to the tiny standard I hoisted in honour of 
H. M. Navy ; and a set of moTe industrious na- 
val architects or determined sailors, never graced 
or plagued the head-master of a public school. 

Meantime these proceedings were entirely in- 
imical to the fulfilment of my father's designs on 
my behalf. I was destined to enjoy the honours 
and profits of a writership in the East India Com- 
pany's service, a preferment the merits of which I 
neither valued nor understood. 

A great portion of my father's early life had 
been passed in the West Indies and North Ameri- 
ca ; he there became acquainted with many dis- 
tinguished naval officers ; acquaintance ripened 
into friendship, and in after life, when gathering 
tempests darkened Ills brilliant prospects, and his 
splendid fortune became wrecked upon the rock 
of imprudent generosity, that friendship shed a 
halo of brightness over his shattered fortunes, and 
taught him to feel that worth and excellence 
were not synonymous in their vocabulary with 
the magic words, wealth and power. 

Among the number of his chosen friends were 
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ranked the late Admiral Sir John Colpoys, and Ad- 
miral Vashon. My father was passionately attached 
to the navy , few subjects inspired him with so deep 
an interest as the welfare of that service, which with 
triumphant pride he regarded as the best bulwark of 
his country ; the consequence was, that instead of 
proceeding to a fashionable resort for sea-bathing, 
he invariably gave Portsmouth the preference, 
that he might wander over the dock-yard and visit 
toe different men-of-war, lying in the harbour, 
and at Spithead. 

His extensive naval acquaintance enabled him 
at all times to command a man-of-war's boat; 
and his marine excursions being thus delightfully 
provided for, I often accompanied him, and drank 
in deep draughts of enthusiasm for a sailor's life. 
It may be supposed, that I was no idler in prefer- 
ring petitions to my father to allow mc to become 
a son of the ocean. His vigilance slept — his 
"hole soul was absorbed in the imposing prospect 
which the times presented of naval glory, honour, 
and distinction. My extreme youth was forgot- 
ten ; the writership, with all its distant advantages 
and golden allurements, was submerged in the 



profound, overwhelming interest, that rilled 
bosom as he gazed upon England's wooden walls, 
and listened to the daring deeds of her gallant 
ions. National pride triumphed over other feel- 
ings, and I received from Captain Vashon the 
rapturous communication, that I had been entered 
on the books of His Majesty's ship Pompee, 

Brightly dawned the auspicious morning that 
beheld me habited in His Majesty's uniform, and 
which, in my excited imagination, was at once to 
make a man and a hero of me. I had passed the 
night of that eventful day in a state of feverish 
joy ; nor were the throbbings of my proud little 
heart diminished, when on entering the breakfast 
room I was hailed an officer of H. M. ship Pompee. 

Could I suspect the dispersion of my warlike 
dreams, or that my captivating attire was again to 
be exchanged for the pin-before and school disci- 
pline ? — But let me not anticipate my woes. Cap- 
tain Vashon's coxswain was ushered into the room, 
with hat in one hand, and smoothing down the 
hair on his forehead with the other, he announced 
that the Pompee's barge was waiting to convey 
us on board. 






A NAVAL LIFE. 

Offwe started for the Sally-Port, and embarked 
for Spithead. My first appearance on the Pom- 
pee's quarter-deck was sadly deficient in dignity. 
Must I confess it r I was tucked up under the 
sidesman's arm, and landed on the gangway, much 
in the same careful manner as a huge bear would 
help upon the ground. Whether this 
ridiculous entree exposed me to the disappoint- 
ment I was about to suffer, or whether my •■>;- 
treme childhood struck Captain Vashon more 
forcibly than when the application was made io 
him, I cannot say; but, taking my father aside, it 
appears he strongly advised him to scad me back 
to school for four or five years at least; which 
agreeing with his better judgment, it was deter- 
mined that my trip to sea should be postponed 
i die." 

was not aware of this cruel finale to my 
lopes until a few days afterwards ; for, though I 
returned on shore, I conceived myself to be on 
leave of absence, during the family sojourn at 
Portsmouth ; but the departure of the Pompf e, 
and a communication at the same time that my 
destination was TJxbridge, completely overwhfilm- 
b5 
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ed inc. Deeply mortified at this termination to 
the bright visions that had floated for days before 
my eyes at cmthur de rose, I was inaccessible to 
consolation, and fairly wept myself ill : the gentle 
but forcible arguments adduced by my father, in 
furtherance of his very proper decision, and the 
blame he attached to himself in suffering the cla- 
mour of an enthusiastic child to warp his maturer 
feelings, at length softened my stubborn heart, 
and I yielded submissively to the terrible fiat upon 
the strength of an extorted promise, (which though 
vague enough in its definition was yet satisfactory 
to my inexperience,) that when the ship returned, 
I should certainly be permitted to go on board. 
With a heavy heart I prepared to quit the stir- 
ring scenes which had irrevocably confirmed the 
early bias of my mind for the naval profession. 

My impatience to throw off the trammels of 
school increased as each succeeding vacation pre- 
sented itself. The peace of Amiens was conclud- 
ed, my hopes were ruined, and my spirits sank in 
proportion to their former elevation. 

In 1803 they were again revived by the decla- 
ration of war. At this critical moment, the much- 
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prized writership was promised and accepted for 
me by my father, and it was arranged that at the 
proper time, I should proceed to Bengal. The con- 
gratulations of my friends rang in my ears as the 
death-knell of the ardent hopes and aspirations 
which had grown with my growth and strengthened 
with my strength ; and which had been nourished 
into precocious maturity by my father's own rooted 
devotion for the service. I could not wean myself 
it once from all the cherished associations of my 
earbest years, or calmly contemplate the destruc- 
tion of the towering edifice I had raised in the 
recesses of my heart. The commencement of hos- 
tilities painfully augmented my repugnance to the 
Indian voyage, and I found it impossible to re- 
concile my mind to the routine and duties of the 
situation that was thought so eligible for me. 
My fate was, however, decided by the account I 
read of the cutting out of a vessel near Brest ; the 
eulogiiims passed upon that spirited affair increas- 
ed the iemn of my blood, fired anew the train of 
conflicting warfare in my breast, and terminated 
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by making mc a rebel to the paternal authority. 
I was resolved, cmde qiCil coute, to be a sailor, 
and nothing but a sailor. 

It is said there is over a busy hand at work to 
blow the bellows of mischief in favour of young 
beginners ; some such influence must have been 
exerted for my special protection, for, as if to 
clench the matter, the son of a valued friend of my 
father's was appointed to the command of the Phae- 
ton frigate. I neither paused to think or inquire 
into the propriety of the step I was about to 
take, but hastening to that officer's residence, I 
requested he would take me with him as a volun- 
teer in the Phaeton. Presuming I had the ap- 
probation of my family, be instantly granted my 
petition ; whereupon, without communicating my 
intention to any human being, well knowing the 
consequences of sucli indiscretion, I repaired to 
the tailor, ordered my uniforms, packed up a 
dozen shirts, and when my traps were ready I 
started off provided with a letter from the Captain 
to the first Lieutenant, and jumping into a Graves- 
end boat, proceeded to Lougreach, where the ship 
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.g, and bona fide entered His 
service. 

The reception I met with, and the novelty of 
the scenes before me, did not quite correspond 
with the picture I had drawn to myself of the 
charms of a floating home ; and I remember well 
on the following day, when we were receiving our 
guns, muskets, swords, tomahawks, pikes, &c. 
that my reflections were by no means agreeable. 
The conviction that they were intended for deadly 
strife, and that the period might not be far dis- 
tant when they would be brought into actual use, 
threw a chill over the enthusiastic ardour that ge- 
nerally governed my feelings respecting the navy. 
Ifelt most forcibly that I had not henceforth child's 
play to encounter; and a feeling allied to fear 
crept into my mind that I might fail when the 
moment of trial came. In the mean time my flight 
was discovered ; and my fatheT, believing that op- 
position to my wishes might prove worse than use- 
less, gave me his consent to follow the line I had 
chalked out for myself. And here let me remark, 
that the first disagreeable impression I formed of 
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my new life received its sombre shade from my 
disobedience to a parent's commands ; I became 
oppressed with the conviction that no enterprise 
could succeed with me unsanctioned by the parental 
blessing ; and, in the most uneasy state of mind, I 
awaited the result of my delinquency. 

In the earlier part of my naval career, I i 
frequently tempted to arraign the wisdom of n 
self-willed determination; and I do believe t 
could I have honourably seceded from the sen 
I should have been a suppliant for the i 
writership ; but pride, that " bane and antidot 
of our nature, worked powerfully in my bos 
and left me to make or mar my fortunes, 
might be. 

I was particularly bashful at this period of n 
life, and possessed a degree of mauvaiie honte a 
diffidence, tbat were by no means passports i 
my favour. To this I attribute the mercili 
and rude attacks made upon me by a brother 5 
who, having the advantage of seniority of age a 
priority of service, looked upon himself as : 
entitled to top the officer over, and bully n 
submission. The inward conflict and m 
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idured, in endeavouring to bear with equanimity 
his sea wit and personal jokes, are not to be de- 
scribed : he however ran the length of his tether, 
and, fancying I was likely to become the butt of 
my companions, and that now or never I must 
strike the blow, I attacked him in good earnest. 
The activity of my tormen tor foiled my endeavours, 
and every attempt to close on my part was met by 
my adversary laying hold of the battens, (strips 
of wood nailed to the beams,) drawing his body 
up and lashing out with his legs whenever I came 
within reach of him, sending me head over heels. 
The roars of laughter at my expense every time I 
was thus repulsed only increased my ire, and my 
determination to persevere with redoubled energy. 
Finally, I succeeded in coming to close quarters, 
and our intimate acquaintance that day freed me 
ever afterwards from his annoying jests: I ■ 
stimulated beyond my strength, for I felt there 

no alternative between success and futui 
, or hopeless miser)', and I had the grati 

: of finding the oldsters held me in higher 
nation for the result of my day's work. 

isvc 'often been surprised that, the Jffie.vAtws 
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and mortifications encountered by youngsters ' on 
their entrance into the service, (at the period I 
speak of,) did not disgust a larger proportion of 
tepirants than was actually the case. Chacim « 
son tour ; in a few months the tormented became 
the tormentors, so rapid was their initiation in the 
art of quizzing and bullying their younger bre- 
thren, the greenhorns as they were termed, and 
who were too generally considered as fair game ; 
the practical jokes passed upon them were often 
dangerous in their tendency and issue. In my 
time, if the poor boys complained, or expressed 
regret at the step they had taken in entering His 
Majesty's navy, the only comfort they received 
was the old question echoed from all sides, " Why 
did you 'list then ? Oh ! oh ! my fine lad, what ! 
beginning to sing out already ? Why you are like 
a young bear, all your sorrows to come." and such 
like sensible consolation. 

It is to be imagined, from the high connexions 
and well known character of Captain'C^ that nu- 
merous applications were made to him to take 
youngsters under his protection. The Middy's 
birth was consequently filled to a greater degree 
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than was compatible with the space allotted to the 
accommodation of that class of His Majesty's offi- 
cers. We all set off with bright hopes in the 
path of life ; myself and one other are the sole sur- 
vivors of that thoughtless, joyous band : the rest 
have all fallen by the enemy, or perished in that 
element, the bosom of which they fondly hoped 
was to bear them on to honour and to fortune. 
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The Phaeton ordered off Cherbourg — La Minerve — Gallant 
action with the Spaniards in 1797 — Lord Nelson; his corre- 
spondenre — Dampers to naval enthusiasm — Atrip to the 
mast-head — Kindness of the Captain — The Phaeton ordered to 
America. 

Thf captain under whose command I had the 
good luck to place myself was no idler in the 
equipment and outfit of a ship, when the field of 
glory, whereon he had already so brilliantly dis- 
tinguished himself, was again open. He was most 
ably seconded by the first lieutenant ; and a few 
days saw us ready for sea at the Nore, where we 
received our complement of men and immediately 
proceeded to the Downs. Here, for the first 
time, I beheld the hostile shores of France : the • 
very sight of them raised me a degree higher ■ 
in my own opinion, as promising a t 
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ment of my long wished-fbr career. Twenty-four 
hours did not elapse before we were ordered off 
Cherbourg to watcli La Minerve. She had a 
few weeks before been taken from us by the 
French, having unfortunately grounded near the 
batteries in a fog. In the preceding war she had 
been commanded by our gallant skippeT. It was 
La Minerve (in which Lord Nelson had taken his 
passage to join Earl St. Vincent a few days pre- 
viously to the glorious 14th of February,) that 
captured during the night the Sabina Spanish 
frigate, and silenced another. 

The dawn of day discovered the whole of the 
Spanish fleet in pursuit of her. While the 
enemy's leading line nf battle ships in chase were 
within gunshot of La Minerve, a man fell over- 
board. Notwithstanding the injury she had re- 
ived in her recent actions, Captain C. imme- 
diately tacked, exchanged broadsides with the 
Spaniards, picked up the man, and got clear off 
in triumph with the loss of his prize. The hand- 
inner in which Lord Nelson insisted upon 
bis fighting his own ship, demonstrates, in the 
clearest point of view, the estimation and TCgai&va 



20 RECOLLECTIONS O 

which Captain C. was held by the departed her 
the inscription on the hilt of the sword presented 
by him to his "Friend George, 11 as he familiarly 
styled him, expresses the value he placed upon 
his services. But this feeling may be more fully 
appreciated by a perusal of his letters. I have 
read many of them. 

When a middy I was for a few months occa- 
sionally placed in the clerk's office to acquire a 
knowledge of the chip's accounts, the mode of 
corresponding, &c. During this period I copied 
into a book, according to their several dates, all 
the letters he had written to Captain C. They 
bore the stamp of his peculiar and energetic mind, 
and proved the best criterion of the genuine feel- 
fogs of his ardent and characteristic nature. The 
reciprocity of sentiment contained in the epistles 
of these gallant officers was alike honourable to 
both. Their friendship was alone severed by the 
unsparing hand of death. 

The reconnoitre of our captain was close and 
anxious, but nothing could he done with any 
prospect of advantage. We were, however, elated 
to find the Phaeton still maintained the 



e good 



name she had acquired in the former war as a fast 
sailer, by beating two or three of the crack frigates 
that were placed under our command ; indeed 
I do not recollect meeting with any vessel that 
could compete with her in point of speed. 

My enthusiasm, I am bound to confess, waxed 
cold at sundry periods during this little cruise. 
Sea-sickness I found worse than the doctor's 
emetics at home ; and when this severe discipline 
in mercy subsided, and my stomach was yearn- 
ing for some of the good things of this life, the 
liberal portion of salt junk and stinking water* 
brought within hail of my olfactory nerves threw 
e on my back again, and in an agony of in- 
creased suffering I fairly wished ships, a sea life, 
and all that belonged to it at the devil, and 
myself safely housed in the comfortable home I 
had just scurried from with as much liaste as if 
the same old gentleman had been at my heels. 

Another circumstance contributed to decom- 
pose the fabric of delight I had built for myself. 
The first lieutenant (few in that responsible situ- 



* ThtirDn taots of [he present day h-- 
lunlihip o( a milor'i life. 



! remedied tint real 
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ation were capable of excelling him,) had i 
orders that all the youngsters should be up every 
morning at six o'clock, as they kept no night- 
watch. It unfortunately happened that I was not 
upon deck at the appointed hour, for I was still 
suffering from sea-sickness : the old quarter-master 
soon broke in upon my slumbers and delivered to 
me the unpleasant tidings that I was in disgrace, 
and that the first lieutenant had sent for me. In 
no little agitation I mounted the quarter-deck, 
where my worst fears were confirmed by a severe 
lecture upon disobedience of orders, and to crown 
the whole I was ordered to perform penance at 
the mast-head. 

I was painfully agitated, and it required the 
utmost command I could exert over my feelings 
to prevent an outburst of the tears that were 
gliding quickly into my eyes. There I remained 
till seven bells, in all the misery of supposed de- 
gradation, believing that so public a punishment 
would deprive me of the future respect of the 
ship's company. At that hour the captain came 
on deck, and I was ordered to descend from my 
elevated post. He evidently observed the effect 
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the exposure had upon me, but without alluding 
to it he (contrary to his custom) asked me to 
breakfast. A youngster was always invited to 
that meal, but it was the officer of the watch who 
made the selection. During the repast, I presume 
my countenance betrayed the inward workings of 
my mind to my excellent captain, who, to do 
away with the sensible impression it had made upon 
me, jokingly observed, " Ah ! ah ! Master S — , 
you are so fond of scenting the morning air, that 
you must mount up to the mast-head to enjoy it 
in all its purity." This distant allusion to my 
unfortunate morning's adventure completely upset 
me, and I burst into a passionate flood of tears. 
I again underwent the benefit of a similar punish- 
ment at a later period, and there ended all my 
castigations of that particular kind. To our 
first lieutenant, the present Captain H— k-gs, 
I acknowledge myself highly indebted for the 
. order in which he kept me, and for the 
i I obtained under his guidance of the 

t elements of my profession. 

A Channel groper is never regarded as an envi- 
able cruiser, and I believe there was not a soul on 



board who did not feel gratified when we were 
ordered to Spithead to fit for foreign service. It 
was soon known that we were destined to take Mr. 
Merry, our ambassador, to the United States of 
America. All the little disagreeables I had met 
with on my outset, and which had certainly dim- 
med the bright polish my fancy had drawn of a 
sea life, passed away like a vapoury cloud before 
[lit' wind, and the thoughts of visiting different 
countries, and seeing the world, worked my juve- 
nile fancy up to the highest point of elevation. 
During our stay at Spithead I was always sent in 
charge of the captain's barge : it was a trifling 
i-ircumstance, but it afforded me much pleasure. 
I trusted it was a commencement of that confi- 
dence which I hoped to win from my command- 



ing-officer. 
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\Vf. were sooit ready for sea, aEd a few days 
ssaw Mr. Merry and suite embarked on board. 
Mr. Moore, the famous modern Anaereon, likewise 
took k» passage with us on his way to Bermuda. 

We quitted Spit head on the 25th September, 
ami in a short week lay becalmed under the lofty 
Ifrak trf Pico. In this situation the Phaeton vs 



Poems, 
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depicted in the frontispiece of Moore's Poer 
published soon after that gentleman's return from 
America. I was too young to appreciate his 
poetic powers, (I even doubt whether I had heard 
ofthciu,) but I remember perfectly well that he 
appeared the life and soul of the company, and 
the loss of his fascinating society was frequently 
Utd loudly lamented by the officers long after 
lie had quitted us in America. 

It was on crossing the Bay of Biscay in the 
middle of the night, the second or third day of 
our departure, that we fefl in with a strange sail, 
and for the first time my slumbers were invaded by 
thc sound of the hollow drum beating to quarters. 
My eyes were scarcely unclused, when I heard the 
homed cry of " Turn out — turn ont !" " Bear 
a hand there, — move up, men P At the 6ame time 
another mid., my former tormentor, getting under 
my hammock, nearly capsized me, roaring in my 
cars, " Turn out ! don't you know an enemy is 
nearly alongside ?" The bustle between decks, 
and the anxiety of every one to ascend the ladder, 
produced something like a certainty in my mind 
that ire were about to have a brush with Johi 



1 Johnny 



Crapaud, and it was confirmed by the flash and 
dinning report of one of our main-deck guns at 
lit iiK'iiunt of my stepping over the coamings of 
the hatchway. The hurry and bustle of the scene 
g*re me no time for reflection until I got on the 
"Bin-deck, where, all bearing evidence of hostile 
preparation, I began to have some idea that actual 
fighting was no joke. By the time we had closed 
we stranger, all our fighting ideas were scattered 
1° the winds, her answer declaring that she was an 
English merchant vessel. After boarding and 
"■ernrining that she was what she hailed for, the 
■Mel below again retired to their hammocks, dis- 
IWated at having been disturbed to so little 
purpo SE , 

' "is is not an unfreouent occurrence, for on a 
™* night there may be a very near approach of 
f esatls to cucli other, before they are mutually 
1 ''"''"'■vrv-l, and it is quite impossible to decide 
ion the class and force of the stranger. 
" ,L; therefore essentially necessary that a nian-of- 
wnr should be prepared for combat in such cases. 
"" Arrangements, however, are so admirable on 
"' :!r, l a mil-conducted vessel, that a fan vxmx&xx. 
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arc sufficient to enable lier to commence i 
diate action ; in fact, by the time the watch below 
arc turning out, those on deck have generally the 
guns loose and every tiling prepared. 

This false alarm was of some advantage to me, 
for I experienced all the serious feelings that 
would have attended me, had a conflict actually 
taken place ; and I felt a confidence (hitherto 
doubtful,) that I should do my duty when called 
upon, and another link was added to the chain 
that bound me to the profession. 

From the Western Islands to America con- 
trary winds and calms lengthened our passage far 
beyond what our rapid run to Pico had led us to 
expect. The passengers alone regretted this cir- 
cumstance; it afforded us a greater chance of 
picking up prizes, but fortune did not favour us 
with the sight of a single tricolour dining the 
voyage. Off Bermuda I first received the rough 
greeting of a regular gale of wind : it began from 
the N.W. but soon veered round, and under a 
reefed foresail we scudded at the rate of twelve 
and a half and thirteen knots an hour. 

A few days brought us in sight of the a 






America. I can scarcely describe the novel feel- 
ings that filled my breast as tlie tops of the trees 
peeped above the horizon. A vague and unde- 
fined portion of disappointment crept into my 
mind: I had pictured to myself that tlie New 
World would present something grand, majestic, 
aud imposing on its first appearance, imbibed 
doubtless from the association of ideas engendered 
hy the description I had road of its stately forests, 
nohle rivers, and majestic mountains. The youth- 
ful mind is ever prone to form extravagant con- 
clusions, and when the object of our concentrated 
pongita and wishes comes upon us, it commonly 
loses that bewitching stirring poignancy of feeling 
tlmt leads the senses captive ; and as the mind 
seldom retrogrades to its original delicious state 
of figurative indulgence, wc frequently view the 
Bloat prominent and perhaps desirable differences 
bclwccn our own country and those we may visit 
in the mirror of our self-distorted and enfeebled 
"jiru*-, and arc dkipp"in(i.'d merely because it 
docs not answer to our preconceived opinions. 

We had a beating wind all day, and did not 
enter Lynhavcn Bay before dark, where; wc snake 
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His Majesty's shipLeander; between that and t 
Narrows we anchored for the night, and the follow- 
ing morning arrived in Hampton Roads. It was 
the third of November, but the weather was beau- 
tiful, and the earth still woTe its summer garb ; we 
were obliged to spread the awnings to protect us 
from the heat of the sun. 

Mr. and Mrs. Merry left the Phaeton under 
the usual salute, accompanied by Mr. Moore, to 
the great regret of all those who had largely 
shared in the pleasure ever to be derived from 
the brilliancy of his wit and humour. The gun- 
room mess hailed the day of his departure with 
genuine sorrow. 

At sunset the wind suddenly chopped round 
to the N. W. and, as if by the touch of some 
magic wand, the season instantly changed from the 
genial influence of a summer scene to the rigour 
of a boisterous winter. By eight o'clock the 
decks were covered with snow, and the following 
morning found us wrapped in a mantle of ice. 
During the night the snow had for a few hours 
changed to rain, and the frost continuing, every 
rope and spar was encrusted with : 



ir, every 
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crystals ; tlie effect was strikingly beautiful, and 
when the sun broke forth in iill its glory, the ship 
appeared a blaze of brilliant gems ; but the warmth 
of its rays soon dispelled the enchantment. 

The sudden changes of temperature that take 
place in the Virginian climate at this period of the 
year are remarkable ; though I have since fre- 
quently felt the effects of it, I never remember 
"'Hncsdng so extraordinary a transition from heat 
"' intense cold. 

The good things of this life were tolerably 
abundant, and were joyfully discussed en petit 
emits in the Middies' birth. Fresh beef, turkeys, 
"KB, and pumpkin-pie, were displayed in profusion, 
ffll( l each member played his part in the demo- 
lition of them with a zest and gout that wonltl 
have done honour to the transcendent powers of 
* Uile. A landsman who has never had the 
licit to feed upon salt junk and dough-boys, can 
i " l| n but an inadequate idea of the welcome sight 
"'liii'li :i well -covered table affords to those, who for 
lliefirst time experience the difference between the 
paternal board and the rough fare of a seaman's 
life. For once the caterer received the approba- 
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tion of the Middies rem. con. — a rare occurrence 
among the good-dinner-loving reefers, unless when 
plenty abounds. 

After a short stay, we left Hampton Roads for 
New York, to refit and wait for further orders 
from England ; the afternoon of the second day of 
our departure brought us in sight of the high land 
of Neversink, and on the evening of the same day 
we anchored in Sandy Hook. 

The following morning a gale blew directly 
against our proceeding to Staten Island, and the 
pilot had made up his mind to remain quiet. 

Captain C n proposing to beat up, Brother 

Jonathan guessed it was a thing altogether quite 
impossible ;_■ but, being strenuously urged to a trial 
of it, he at length consented, on the understand- 
ing he was not to he made responsible if the ship 
missed stays. This was readily accorded, and on 
the turn of the tide we were under weigh, with 
double-reefed topsails, jib, and spanker; and never 
was a vessel more beautifully handled, or behaved 
better, than did the old Phaeton, when, with as 
much sail as she could stagger under, she was work- 
ed through the Narrows to the admiration of even 
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our Friends the Yankees, (blowing so hard, they 
wenlated it was not practicable with a ship of that 
sue,) hut we had an excellent pilot, who knew 
his business perfectly, and we were soon snugly 
moored off the lazaretto at Staten Island. 

During the work of refit, the ship requiring 
ttulking throughout, it became necessary to employ 
s liinly of American shipwrights and caulkers for 
I '■■! ',' npofle. Our anchorage being at some dis- 
tance from the town of New York, we were obliged 
to victual and accommodate them on board, so 
&H they might resume their work betimes in the 
Iteming ; they were therefore equally distributed 
among the seamen's messes. This, in the sequel, 
l'W'ed an unfortunate circumstance : the evenings 
*ere long, and consequently, after the day's work 
"Mover, an uninterrupted communication between 
1« crew and their temporary messmates took place; 
"« Utter very soon began upon their inexhaustible 
subject of the liberty and blessings of the United 
* ,;i t'>, and finally wound up their encomiums by 
■osing to the crew to desert in a body, 
during them that once on shore they might put 
"" captain and officers at defiance, 
c 5 



Unfortunately in the draft of men we received 
at the Nore, there were several 0. P.s ;* these 
gemmen were sent on board the guard-ship 
there by the magistrates, in lieu of giving them a 
chance of transportation, or of being made over 
to the finisher of the law for their equivocal 
deeds on shore. 

The good city of London was and ever will be 
most prolific in the production of these worthies ; 
the Admiral's ship at the Nore (as the nearest 
to the metropolis) was generally made the re- 
ceptacle for these violators of the law, and thence 
they were distributed throughout the Navy. 

It is unnecessary to describe these sweepings 
of society, who with every vice that can disgrace 
humanity are sent to mess with the regular-bred 
sailor and the more respectable portion of the 
crew, and take every advantage and opportunity 
of spreading their poisonous influence and often 
subtle reasoning over the minds of their better 



" C. P. is the mark always placed against the names of those 
sent nn board by the Civil Power ; this is only known to the 
(Inptain and officers, and is never brought against them iinlfss 
convicted of a repetition of their uli.iini;- mi ln.iinl. They have 
a fair opportunity afforded llioin of regaining a character. 
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but less knowing shipmates, to render them dis- 
contented with their situation. 

It is incredible what mischief some of these 
mote blowing and plausible scoundrels arc capa- 
ble of committing on board a ship ; they have, a* 
Jwk would style it, " the gift of the gab," and 
use it for the very worst purposes. These men are 
usually denominated "sea lawyers;" a class held 
m utter abomination by all officers who covet re- 
gularity, good order, and happiness on board their 
'hips. Everything that leads to the undermining 
»f discipline may invariably be traced to these 
curses of a man-of-war. It is to be hoped that we 
'bill never be tormented and disgraced in a simi- 
lar *ay, by placing one of the nobleBt professions 
»" a par with Botany Bay and the Old Bailey, 
("iriiciilarly if wc are to be deprived by the phil- 
anthropists 01 * this golden age of liberal feelings 
"f the power of curbing the evil. It was only by 
■he strictest discipline that such wretches could be 
"pt in any awe or order ; yet how common is it 
to hear people, even members of parliament, des- 
^•uting upon the disgrace of allowing corporal 
board our ships ! Without s 
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power invested in the commanding officer of a 
man-of-war, I doubt whether any of our ships 
would have been brought to that efficient and high 
state of discipline which has mainly conduced to 
raise our nation to its present pinnacle of fame 
and power. 

It is well known that the prospect of distant 
punishment has little or no effect upon the mind 
of a refractory subject. It is the fear of imme- 
diate chastisement alone that keeps that class 
in check. Hence it is that men on shore, who 
set the laws of God and man at defiance, are 
generally brought into good order on board a 
man-of-war- 
It would appear that the magistrates of England 
were fully aware of the great benefit to be derived 
from a cruise in His Majesty's ships during the 
late war; for it was, I believe, no uncommon 
occurrence, when those gentlemen had tried all 
the means in their power to reclaim an offender, 
and he proved too refractory for them, to ex- 
claim in something like the following terms, 
" What a good-for-nothing blackguard ! what a 
hardened scoundrel ! — what is to be done with 
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him ?— Wliy, send him on board a man-of-war." 
In like-manner, sheep-stealers, burglars, and other 
notorious characters, (the injured parties not 
dmnng to prosecute.) were despatched with the 
same celerity to our ships. And with such man- 
HH sujcU, these contemners of flogging would 
ttpect a captain to have his ship in good order 
"itlioul the power of immediately crushing in the 
M any conduct that might lead, if unrepressed, 
'i"t only to the loss of individual honour and life, 
hui to a far greater misfortune — national disgrace. 

The fact is, that thorough -bred good seamen, 
»f respectable men, Beldom place themselves in a 
ttutioD to call for corporal punishment; and if 
Unfortunately they should inadvertently at any 
(uaclnetb through the rigid rules of a man-of-war, 
illy so arranged that sonic officer steps 
WWnd, and by pleading in their behalf, obtains a 
"-'mission of the punishment, unless the offence is 
1,1 I tery deep dye. 

It is only the determined skulker, who, too idle 
10 attend to the small portion of duty assigned to 
''i'n, Mould get rid of it, and thereby burden the 
w 'Umg, hard-working man with an ndditioual por- 
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tion — it is these ' King's ha.nl bargains, 1 as they are 
truly termed, ami the class I have already described, 
that are the monopolizers of the gangway ordeal. 

If there is one thing more poignantly revolting 
to the feelings than another, it is that part of the 
captain's duty which compels him to order cor- 
poral punishment, and see that it is executed. 
That the power vested in the captains of the 
navy has been abused by individuals is unde- 
niable ; but among so large a body of men, I 
think we may feel justly proud that the instances 
of abuse are so few, and among those few, the 
greater portion have arisen, not from any bad 
feeling, but from the adoption of a wrong sys- 
tem, and the supposed necessity of enforcing it 
upon a, notoriously bad and discontented ship's 
company. 

I boldly aver, that the men themselves (that is, 
the good men) would be sorry to see the cap- 
tain deprived of such power, tending as it does, in 
proper hands, to the security of the ship, and the 
welfare and comfort of the crew, , 

I have followed as nearly as possible the exam- 
fthe captain I was fortunately bi 
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underhand have reaped the pleasures attendant upon 
mv exertions in having a happy, contented ship's 
cnmpatiy ; nor liare I found any reason to complain 
"f (lie want of gratitude on the part of seamen. 
Cndcr no circumstances did I ever permit myself 
to order a punishment until after the expiration of 
Iwenty-fuur hours, ( a plan now universally adopt- 
ed.) Mid the greatest care was observed to impress 
"!■ 'In mind of the culprit and of the ship's eoni- 
piHiytluii, in executing a public and a painful duty, 
»0 personal feeling was allowed to intrude itself. 

To return to the Phaeton : whenever any per- 
™ exerted himself on extraordinary occasions, 
he never failed being rewarded in the most public 
», manner at the captain's expense. No opportu- 
-kcted of re com mending to the com- 
mander-in-chief for promotion to warrants those 
i^'tv officers who distinguished themselves by 
Bail and attention to their duties, and in like 
"tenner the best men received the ratings of petty 
officers. By these means a laudable spirit of 
filiation was kept alive among the ship's com- 
P a °}'. In line weather, when the retreat from 
beaten, the band was ordered up for 



those who preferred the amusement of dancing. 
Buffet the bear, leaji-frojr, wrestling, &c. were 
pursued by others ; in short, every one was at 
liberty to amuse himself as he thought fit, the 
quarter-deck being alone kept sacred. This tem- 
porary relaxation of the bonds of discipline was as 
much enjoyed by the captain and officers as by 
the crew themselves. For myself, when in com- 
mand of one of His Majesty's ships, by adhering to 
the same rules, I bestowed upon my people a cer- 
tain portion of enjoyment, am! I can truly say their 
antics afforded me in return many a hearty laugh, 
and chased away many a sombre thought. Seamen 
may be regarded as children of a larger growth, 
whose welfare is to be regulated by the same pru- 
dent measures of restriction and indulgence, and 
their comforts attended to ( as far as the service 
will allow) by the watchful superintendence of a 
considerate captain. Jack has sense, and readily 
discriminates between a good and bad system ; and 
when he sees his skipper actuated by an anxious 
desire to promote his happiness and comfort, and 
the captain's wishes are effectually carried into 
execution by the maintenance of a regular j 



Sptm, ] believe there is nothing our sailors 
Tould not perform under a skilful director of their 

fonts, 

II strikes me that the difficulties of the position 
c-f a captain of a man-of-war are neither fairly nor 
candidly considered, and that they arc too often 
only abstractedly discussed. Tt requires no slight 
command of temper, integrity of purpose, vigour 
of mim], and abnegation of self, to blend together 
*nd harmonise the jarring elements of the differ- 
ent iipositkmB and habits of the men who may 
compose his crew. However at variance these 
my be, lie — and he alone — is expected, ami ex- 
torted, to bring a set of unruly and discordant 
^ings into a, state of perfect discipline and obedi- 
ence, sn that their services in the hour of danger 
"' battle shall be prompt and effective: such as 
the glory of the country, the credit of the captain, 
s "d the safety of the ship may be staked upon. 

And the self-styled philanthropists of the pre- 
«nt day would have all this done at the word of 
ttttBund, mi supported by the fear of punishment, 
h theory, this doctrine sounds extremely well, 
wd it offers too flattering an unction to the Nsoitj 
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of poor human nature to be scouted by her 
but when it cornea to receive practical illustration, 
I suspect it will be found quite another affair. 
The power of punishment and reward delegated 
to the captain is the grand lever (if I may use a 
figurative expression,) by which he is to set in 
motion, and keep going, the various aud compli- 
cated parts of the system of the vast machine con- 
fided to his charge : he is to amalgamate, com- 
bine, and form a whole out of the most incon- 
gruous materials ; and this whole is to present a 
body so compact in substance and essence, as to 
defy the utmost pressure of any sudden emergency. 

I can imagine no pleasure so unqualified as 
that derived from the power of rewarding those 
who serve under us : lie must be senseless indeed, 
and devoid of every generous and manly feeling, 
who can look with callous indifference upon the 
happiness or misery of his crew. Associated t iih 
them in danger, in sickness, and in glory, he 
should feel himself the centre of a little world, of 
which his officers and men form the radii. 

What man of sense would deprive himself of 
this enviable position to become a Tartar. 
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secure respect and gratitude by » rigid 
and faithful discharge of his duties ! A om- 
■nffing officer, without any compromise of his 
dignity, may at once be the just, generous, and 
prudent friend of his people; bol to court popu- 
larity with the crew, at the expense of his officers, 
or of any one duty, is a proceeding so indicative 
'if a narrow and ill-regulated mind, so selfishly 
debasing, that we can only pity and despise the 
man, who, for a momentary gratification, is guilty 
of sinking so high an office in the vortex of his 
own degrading passion : it is quickly observed by 
rty he would propitiate, and they are 
the first to repudiate liim from their respect. 
But I have wandered from my subject. The 
ilurs were ably seconded by the riff- 
ciitry, and so effectually successful 
*tc tiny in perverting the ideas of poor Jack, 
liiat a scheme was actually concocted to cut the 
■Wp^ Bibles, for the purpose of letting her drift 
"pnn the rocks, and thereby attaining all the good 
I out to them in the land of promise, 
■ai&, ia usual, was painted to them as over- 
flowing with milk and honey. FoiUm&UiVj \\ ^s& 
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detected, and the principal Yankee, who ] 
posed the plan, was, greatly to the indignation of 
a free citizen, placed in irons for the night, and 
set on shore the following morning : the wrath of 
the United States was to be poured out on the 
head of the captain for this outrageous insult 
offered to one of her denizens. 

This unlucky affair completely annihilated the 
confidence of captain and officers towards the 
ship's company. Two or three days passed in 
this state, when twelve or fourteen of the best 
seamen and petty officers met in the cockpit and 
bound themselves by an oath to stand by the 
officers against any attempt which the discontented 
might offer to the maintenance of the discipline of 
the ship. The following nidniing these fine fellows 
made known to the first lieutenant on the quarter- 
deck their resolution of the previous evening, 
with a request at the same time that tiie captain 
would allow them to row him in his barge up to 
New York, that the Yankees might see he had 
Still some true-hearted Englishmen in whom he 
could confide. This request was immediately 
coJiuiiunicated to the captain, with the particulars 
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tending it. Without hesitation he promptly 
met their wishes by ordering the barge to be 
hoisted out, and manned by these worthy sons of 
Britain. It had the effect of bringing the rest of 
tin' trow to an immediate sense of ihanie and 
MgM at their previous misconduct. When the 
• on the quarter-deck, preparatory to 
entering his boat, the people were observed as- 
sembling forward on the forecastle : as he was 
alwut descending the side they came aft, and by 
twit spokesman expressed, in proper terms, their 
sorrow at the follv t her had displayed in listening 
' u the ill advice of the Americans, promising that, 
ifiewould took over their behaviour and renew his 
■'■■'■ titi . -in-,, in them, they would strenuously exert 
('ii'insi'lu's to eradicate from his mind the suspi- 
Wn their thoughtless behaviour had justly ex- 
ited of their fidelity. The apology was frankly 
wceptcil, and in an appropriate speech the captain 
foruilily pointed out to them the delusion under 
"nicti thev had acted, and ended by a serious 
minion itiim as regarded their future proceedings, 
lb' tlicn entered his barge, and the bowmen's oars 
Mil scarcely kissed the stream, when a simulta- 
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neons rush of the crew to the tower rigging and 
gangway was followed by three hearty and pro- 
longed rounds of cheers for the captain, which 
found a responsive echo in the breasts and voices 
of the bargemen ; and thus happily ended an 
affair which at one time bore the most serious 
aspect. The crew proved themselves true to the 
pledge they had given. 

The Yankees' 1 plot having been knocked on the 
head, and confidence restored, Captain C — took 
up his quarters at New York. I have omitted 
to mention, that previously to the occurrence just 
stated, four or five seamen had deserted from the 
ship under very ngirraviited circumstances;. TIiim- 
fellows showed themselves at New York in the 
most open and barefaced manner. It chanced 
one day that the purser, on quitting the lodgings 
of the captain, stumbled at the door upon one of 
these deserters ; without hesitation he collared 
him, and, before the fellow could recover from bis 
surprise, he had dragged him into the house. 
The alarm and confusion of the prisoner on find- 
ing himself thus unexpectedly in the presence of 
his captain were so great, that he sued for p 
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uipliaiice with the original demand. 



lommand- 
iture. 
man, now 
England. 



is to bo regretted that an equal degree of firmness 
has not always been displayed by other command- 
ing officers upon occasions of a similar 

The Sir Edward Hughes, East Indjaman, 
arrived, bringing orders for us from Engl 
Both ships were to take in dollars, part of a sum 
due from the American Government to our own, 
and to proceed to the East Indies. A large sum 
was received on board the Phaeton at New York, 
but we were obliged to touch at the Chesapeake 
to embark the remainder. In company with the 
above ship, we quitted Sandy Hook. The same 
evening a heavy gale of wind came on from the 
north-west, whiuh obliged us to lie-to. On the 
following day the gale increased in fury, and the 
cold was scarcely endurable. A regular north- 
wester in the winter on that coast is no juke, as 
many can well testify. We shipped a sea winch 
swept away all our gangway stanchions and washed 
me into the lee-scuppers. At the same moment 
the cabin-windows were dashed in, and the sea. 
literally carried every thing out of the cabin, with 
the bulk heads, to the main-deck. The i 
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hatchway being open, a great body of water found 
its way down into the between-decks. Sintering 
»'ith cold, 1 descended to the lower deck for the 
purpose of shifting myself. When will a middy 
learn experience, and profit by the disasters of 
his brethren P I had left my chest unlocked, and 
»& it was placed in the wake of the main hatch- 
"ay, it was capsized by the rush of water. With 
dismay I beheld the whole of my paraphernalia 
wiling about in every direction ; in attempting to 
rimer one article, a heavy lurch would send me 
floundering, with those already secured, to the 
opposite side, my efforts to preserve myself from 
'"jury by grasping at some promised means of 
iU |']Hirt .setting all afloat again. 

In this delightful see-saw occupation I passct! 
some time, until, finding all was labour lost, I 
**de a vigorous effort to regain my legs, and, 
Whig against the stanchions, I presented as 
l" f Uv | specimen of internal and external misery 
M may well be imagined. Oh, gentle mothers ! 
•ho *ould not have the winds of heaven visit the 
,;; "> of vour darlings too roughly, picture to 
yonnelveg my sorry condition ! — Mark, and treni- 

VOL. I. 
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ble for your little devoted ones. With the t 
perature far below the freezing point, I stood 
soused to the skin by the briny element, dripping 
like a water-god at all points, temper chafing — 
teeth chattering — kncee knocking — eyes watering 
— «nd not a dry rag to put on "Oh, how I 
pitv the poor fellow !" I hear you feelingly ex- 
claim, at the same time casting a look of mater- 
nal anxiety upon the well-dressed, well-curled, 
well-fed little urchin, who, by papa's or some 
gouty uncle Admiral's 3tern decree, is destined to 
be offered as a sacrifice to the water Moloch ol' 
our country. 

My limbs bad become bo powerless t 
cessive cold, that I was nearly startled I 
propriety by the stentorian hail of an oldster. 

" What the devil are you doing there, Master 
Jemmy? studying the law of gravitation, eh? 
Why, my fine fellow, can you find no other work 
in [his infernal gale than to set your duds in chase 
of one another Y" He quickly perceived I was in 
no joking condition, and compassionately ordered 
my hammock to be hung up for me. With Ins 
assistance I was soon divested of my wet ( 
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menU, anil, complacently rolling myself up in my 
blankets, I prepared for a regular comfortable 
snooze, magnanimously discarding my sorrows to 
the wind. Ye gods, how we poor mortal- cal- 
culate ! 

It ttie now blowing great guns and small 
arms; all the hatchways, with the exception of 
the after one, were battened down. Abreast of 
the open hatchway, swung my hammock, and I 
»as soon made to feel the full force of the pas- 
sage — " Tts better to bear the ills we have than 
fly to others that we know not of," for the water 
on the main-deck was constantly washing over the 
coamings of the hatchway, and, at every weather- 
roil of the ship, the drippings, running along the 
beams, fell into my hammock, completely saturat- 
ing my bed and bed-clothes ; in short, a cold- 
bath would have been a luxury to the discomfort 
1 endured. Pinched with cold, and smarting 
under the keen twitches of anger and disappoint- 
ment, I let slip (not the dogs of war, gentle 
reader, but) the leashings of my tongue, and in 
no very measured terms poured out the phial of 
my wrath upon the navy and its concomitant 
d2 
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miseries ; cursed my infatuation in becoming 
member of it; passed in review all the comforts 
and blessings of home, with its blazing fires, 
luxurious beds, and tempting board, and finally 
consoled myself with a declaration uttered sotto 
voce, that so soon as the Phaeton touchM at a 
British port, I would make a low bow to his Ma- 
jesty's Navy, and that, if I was destined to wield 
the sword instead of the pen, it should be upon 
the back of a gallant steed in some well-appointed 
corps, instead of tossing and tumbling about with 
no other consolation than a wet jacket, and salt 
junk to feed upon. 

The return of fine weather wonderfully soften- 
ed the acerbity of my lately exasperated feelings, 
and 1 began seriously to cogitate upon the pretty 
figure I should cut in the eyes of my family 
and friends, and the artillery of jokes that would 
be mercilessly hurled at me, accompanied by some 
very disagreeable truisms, such as want of perse- 
verance, faint heart, &e. should I present my- 
self at my father's door in the very questionable 
position of a self-discarded middy. No — I had 
not the requisite stamina to pass through 
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a ordeal ; and from that hour I firmly resolved. 
niafgre the hardships and vicissitudes of a sailor's 
lite, to adhere unreservedly and devotedly to the 
profession which from infancy appeared to mark 
me for its own. 

We arrived at our Former anchorage in Hamp- 
ton Roada. Having repaired our damages, and 
safely shipped the remainder of the dollars on 
board the Sir Edward Hughes, we left the Chesa- 
V°k e ! and commenced our voyage to the East 
Indies. Our passage to the Cape de Verd 
islands was occasionally enlivened by a chase, the 
most interesting of which was that of a dashing 
Jamaica letter of marque, the Julius Ctesar, whoee 
manoeuvres at one time inspired us with the hope 
that we had at length fallen upon a prize. Wc 
bad now entered the warm latitudes. On approach- 
ing the Island of St. Antonio, one of thi ' 
Verd Islands, its summit was seen fui i 
clouds, whilst the lower part was concealed front 
our view by the thick haze that enveloped it. A 
midshipman of the watch aacraded the mart-bad 
every half boor for the purpose of looking afMnd 
and Mcenaining that the kafc-oal run «trc >m 
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the alert. It being my turn for tin's duty, 
mounted the mast-head ; on reaching the main- 
top-gallant-yard, where a raw Irishman, from 
the neighbourhood of the Connemara mountains 
was stationed, and whom we had picked up at 
New York, I began the usual routine of ques- 
tions. 

" Is there any thing in sight ?" 

" Devil a bit, sir, but the convoy astern 
there." 

" And the land ?" I added. 

11 What land, sir?" 

" The land ahead." 

He appeared to exert his eyesight to the 
most, and exclaimed, 

" Fait, then, not a bit of land can I sec at all 
at all." 

" If you are so blind, you are of no use here. 
Is it possible you cannot sec it about a point on 
the weather bow?" 

Fait then, and upon my living sowl I don't 
see as much as I can put into my eye." 
Don't you see it above the clouds there 
Oh by Jasus, now I sec what you woui 
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you are joking wid me : what, do you 
mane, sir, that black cloud above the other there r" 
" To be sure I do ;• that is the land.' 1 
" Oh, then, the devil bum me if ever you will 
make Pat Maloney believe that is the land, young 
gentleman. A pratty country that must be to 
live in above the clouds ; och ! the very sowl of 
i> poor devil would be burnt out of him. By the 
Lord, it ia quite hot enough to fry one where we 
are here; what, in the name of all the powers, 
mast it be there !" 

I rould not persuade Pat of the fact, and left 
him ; but our rapid approach rendering the faint 
outline of the inequalities of the mountain clearly 
visible before lie was relieved from his post, he 
«aie to me on his descent, exclaiming, " By the 
Holy Virgin, but you were right ! it is the land, 
ar." 

The dreary aspect of this island repels every 
attempt at a particular description of it, or any 
*isli en my part ever to remain longer in its 
vicinity than I can possibly help ; but, nolens 
coitus, the tardiness of our convoy obliged us to 
its rugged, barren soil, till the shades of 
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evening obscured it from our view, and brouj 
our charge alongside of ub. 

We crossed the equator farther to the eastward 
than the usual track, and made a good passage to 
the Cape. In passing through the south-east 
trades, we fell in with an American brig of about 
230 tons: after a long chase we came up with 
her, and found she was bound to the Island of 
Ascension, for turtle for the refreshment of her 
crew, all of whom, with the exception of the 
master, a man, and a w>y, had been left at Gough's 
Island, seal-catching; a pretty good specimen of 
the enterprise and economy of the citizens of the 
United States in commercial affairs. How they 
managed to fulfil the object of their voyage, and 
rejoin their fishing companions, was a matter of 
surprise and interest to us all. 

We rounded the Cape about four degrees to the 
southward of that headland : here a westerly gale 
sprang up, which appeared to me terrific ; it was in 
our favour, and therefore only partially felt by the 

f Phaeton. We scudded under bare poles ; a tre- 
mendous sea followed us, rolling mountains high, 
and though I have encountered many severe g 
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yet this storm rests upon my memory as causing 
the heaviest sea I have ever witnessed. We conti- 
nued to the southward till we nearly reached the 
longitude of St. Paul's Island. During our niu 
between the Cape and the latter place, several alb* 
trosses were shot, two of which underwent the am- 
putation of a wing, and lived for some time after 
onr arrival at Madras. Several whales were seen, 
and one of an enormous sbe swam alongside the 
aliip for nearly a quart- t of an hour, affording 
us an ample view of this monster of the deep ; 
lie must, I suspect, have smelt mischief, for lie 
wished us good morning just as we had prepared 
to salute him with an eighteen-pound shot. 

The middle of May brought us in sight of the 
high land of Ceylon. A long sea voyage affords 
but few interesting events to dwell upon, and the 
monotony of our's was only broken by the chase 
of two very suspicious vessels in the sonth- 
eist trades, (which we afterwards had every 
reason to believe were enemies,) and which we 
w ete obliged to abandon in consequence of the 
indifferent sailing of our convoy, with whom our 
orders forbade us to part company. 
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About four bells in the first watch the unwel- 
come tidings of breakers ahead saluted the ears 
of the captain on the quarter-deck from the look- 
out men at the cat-heads, and at the same moment 
<wr convoy made the signal of " being in danger." 
The ship was immediately brought to the wind. 
The sails were scarcely trimmed, when again that 
most terrific of all cries to the mariner was heard, 
''Breakers ahead, sir!" ''Ready about — down 
with the helm ;™ and about we were. In a few 
minutes a similar danger presented itself on our 
weather bow : in short, we were embayed by 
breakers. The coolness of our commanding offi- 
cer, and his perfect knowledge of the profession, 
extricated us from a very menacing predicament. 
It appeared that a very strong current, of which 
we were unaware, had set us considerably to the 
westward, and had carried us into a danger which, 
Tinder a less experienced officer, might Tiave led 
to the most fatal result. 

The uncertainty and fluctuations in direction 
and velocity of the currents met with in the 
Indian seas, are frequently opposed to the de- 
ductions that the most skilful -navigator would 
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from the circumstances under .which be is 
placed. To-day you find the current running 
east; to-morrow, under the same peculiarities, 
run find it making to the north, south, or west. 
Tliese changes have never been satisfactorily ac- 
counted for. and liave puzzled the wisest and best 
seamen. Horsburgh's directions (which no person 
ought to be without who visits these 6eas), time- 
iiU'ps'rs, confirmed by lunar observations, and a 
sharp look-out on approaching land, are the only 
sure modes of guarding against their influence, 
in our own case, the high land was seen late in 
tta afternoon. A course was steered to carry us 
"ell to the eastward, with a strong south-west 
monsoon blowing ; the current set us at the rate of 
« least two to two and a half knots per hour to 
the westward. What stranger can calculate upon 
the existence of currents whose course is at vari- 
ince with the generally established law3 of nature ! 
The following day saw us coasting the beautiful 
irfnad of Ceylon : we fancied that the air wafted 
from the shore was strongly impregnated with aro- 
m«ics, and the majority of the reefers declared 
that tije delicious fragrance of the cinnattvOTi \mr 
fyniaated 
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The cud of the month brought us to an anchor 
in Madras Roads ; here we found the Wilhel- 
mina (armi-e en JluteJ repairing the damages she 
had sustained in her gallant action with the 
Psyche, which her skilful captain had the gratifica- 
tion of capturing afterwards in the St. Fiorenzo, 
n hen commanded by one of the first officers in the 
French service. Poor Captain Lambert ! — at a 
later period, lie gloriously loll, after an action of 
three hours and a half, in conflict with our trans- 
atlantic enemies, leaving little to his overpower- 
ing antagonist to congratulate himself upon, the 
falling of the Java'B masts rendering further op- 
position utterly useless. When the enormous 
disparity existing between the two vessels, and 
the disadvantage under which Captain Lambert 
laboured, in having a raw and inefficient ship's 
company, are fairly considered, I think England 
should feel justly proud of his gallant defence. A 
seaman can alone estimate the immense superiority 
of the Constitution over the Java : nominally, 
both were frigates ; the former was upwards of fif- 
teen hundred and thirty tons, with a picked crew 
of four hundred and e\^\ity waae seamen, 
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with thirty long twenty-four pounders on her 
main-deck, and twenty-six thirty-two pound ear- 
ronades on her upper-deck. The Java, one 
thousand and seventy tons, a motley crew of three 
Imiiitrnl men, and eighty passengers, principally 
boys, with twenty-eight eighteen pounders on the 
main-deck, and sixteen thirty-two pound carron- 
«lee, and two long nines on the quarter-deck and 
forecastle. One ship was firing large shot against 
s ui.i]| masts and yards, the other directing small 
shot against large masts and spars, It resembles 
Ihe unequal contest of a stripling with a well- 
built man of thirty.* Let those Englishmen 
"ho would give the meed of praise to the Ame- 
ricans at the expense of their own countrymen, 
ml I grieve to say there are such, recollect 
'hat, during the whole of our successful war 
a 'ith France, there exists not a solitary instance 
of an English twelve-pounder frigate ever singly 
Maturing a French eight ten-pounder. 
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These men though ties sly dismiss common 
sense and truth from their minds, and adopt the 
strain of detraction and hyperbole employed by 
the generality of American writers when descant- 
ing upon that darling theme, the glory acquired 
by their navy in the late war, and the consequent 
loss of credit to our own, 

I have not yet been fortunate enough to find a 
correct statement by our transatlantic friends of 
the size, metal, and number of men, of the ships 
engaged in our different actions with tlve Ameri- 

These engagements are described as frigate 
pitted against frigate, leaving the very natural 
inference to be deduced, that both were equal.* 
They have pre-eminently succeeded in inculcating 
this false idea upon the minds of .their own coun- 

* The following is an extract from an American account: 
vide Nile's Register, vol. if. "The eighteen poundeia of 
the Java carried balls neighing twenty-one pound.!, and her 
thirty-two pounders were coosiderably heavier than those of the 
Constitution." Ridiculous as this statement is, magnifying 
eighteen pounders into twenty-one, and calling thirty-two pound- 
ers heavier than thirty-two, it is a fair sample of American vera- 

m the subject of the contests that took pis 
respective frigates. 
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trymen, and upon foreigners in general ; and so 
itell established is this unjust conclusion, that, in 
my intercourse with well-educated men on the 
Continent, I have found it difficult to convince 
thcni of the actual disparity that existed between 
the contending parties. Where there lias been 
anything like an approach to equality, we have 
always been successful. 

The Americans deserve great credit, without a 
ilistortion of facts ; and if it pleases them to amuse 
themselves with the belief that they arc our supe- 
riors, I am quite certain they will not find any 
naval man in this country inclined to quarrel with 
them upon so pleasant a self-delusion, engendered 
by the pride of unlooked-for partial success. It 
may be regarded as venial in a young and powerful 
nation who feels most tenaciously and sensitively 
jtaious of the good opinion of her European 
sisters. 

The error of the American arises from an over- 
weening national pride. The parricidal attempt 
of the Englishman admits of no such leniency of 
construction ; the antidote is to be found in the 
Um] records of his country. 



RECOLLECTIONS OF 






CHAPTER IV. 



— Moosoolah linata — 
Departure from Madras — 'frincomiilce — Sumatra — Ship sails 
towards ihe Isle of France — Rejoicings oil the occasion — 
Prospects of Prize-money and Promotion — Importance of 
Naval Education— Hints for its Improvement. 

India ! Land of Promise ! thou art passing 
fair, and to the young mind just launched on the 
world's wide range, I know no spot of this 
beautiful earth so calculated to inspire delicious 
sensations as thy richly variegated imsom. I was 
in a whirlwind of delighted surprise ; I knew not 
on what object first to fix my attention ; the 
noble appearance of St. George's — the denser and 
more irregular buildings of Black, Town — the 
clear ether of the magnificent heavens — the roar- 
ing 1 of the surf on the treble Vianvn* that 
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the shore — the Moosoolah boats — the catamarans 
— the natives flocking on board — the flowing, 
dazzling white dress and turbans of some — the 
nakedness of others — the bustle, the chatter, the 
clatter, — all demanded attention. I was like a 
child in a bazaar, endeavouring to grasp the whole 
ia a, coup-d'tril. The catamarans at length fixed 
my gaze ; a stranger is not only astonished but 
puzzled how to account for their rapid progress 
thlOtigh the water. They consist of merely three 
logs of wood, tapered at one end and lashed to- 
other. Upon these t logs may be .seen one or 
two men squatting in a kneeling position ; they 
refurnished with a paddle, and pull as fast as a 
boat, At a small distance the bodies of the men 
arc alone visible, nor can you discover by what 
means they are supported upon the water until 
you are close to them, the surface of this kimptc 
MBtrinace being scarcely on a level with the 
sea. The dexterity of these men in pMJpg the 
surf that beats constantly on the 
ntdetfoL The Moowwlah bom h»« 
tan so often described that I shall pan over 
ction, kc. I reaenbo, the fafctin* 
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I went on shore in one of these craft, I considi 
myself as lost; the coxswain's energetic cries 
and actions, the writhing contortions of the crew, 
the confounded yetlah yellaking, proceeding, as 
I believed, from fear and the imminence- of our 
danger, which the curling angry tops of the 
breakers went far to confirm, rendered me doubt- 
ful whether I really was in the land of the living, 
as we slipped into the smooth water between the 
first and second breakers. The same scene was 
renewed as we passed the remaining two surfs;— 
it required several trips before I felt tolerably as- 
sured of probable safety. Melancholy accidents^ 
however, frequently take place : during our stay 
there, one of these boats was capsized with a 
batch of pursers 1 stewards going for fresh beef, all 
of whom perished. They are not a class of men 
held in great estimation by the ship's company, 
the situation they fill often bringing them into 
contentious contact with their shipmates. The 
impression of horror caused by their unhappy fate 
having passed away, the remark of Jack that " the 
devil would have a precious haul," was all the 
epitaph bestowed upon the hanless beings. 
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In less than eight months we had visited the 
four quartern of the globe ; food enough, I think, 
to satisfy the appetite of any young reefers for 
novelty. There is ever a restlessness in youth ; 
never contented with the present, ever yearning 
for the time to come and the events it may bring 
forth, wc gazed and wondered — then gazed and 
wondered again, where, in the name of fortune, 
would be our next place of destination. The arri- 
val of Admiral Rainier, the commander-in-chief, 
soon settled our hopes and fears for a time ; we 
were to form part of a squadron destined to cruise 
under the command of Commodore Osborne. 

Hitherto our expectation of falling in with the 
enemy's vessels had been very slight ; we had tra- 
versed a wide space, but making a passage to the 
Kast Indies affords but a trifling chance, compared 
to that which is offered by cruising on the ground 
where it is known they are most likely to pass. 
At the end of June we quitted Madras ; in three 
days we arrived at Trincomalce, where the vessels 
composing the squadron to which we were attached 
were lying, viz. the Tremendous, seventy-four ; 
the Lancaster, sixty-four ; ourselves, and the 
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Terpsichore, thirty-two, commanded by that kind 
and good-heart cd man, Captain Bathurst, who has 
so lately finished a long and honourable career. 

The following day we left Back Bay : our wits 
were again at work as to our final destination ; the 
course shaped towards evening decided the ques- 
tion in the opinion of the knowing ones, that the 
straits of Sunda and Batavia were the quarters 
marked out for our future operations. A feeling 
of disappointment pervaded the majority of the 
officers that the Isle of France was not to be the 
theatre of our exploits ; it was the best cruismg- 
ground in India, and we naturally coveted it ; 
whatever hope might have existed that such good 
luck would have been ours, it was totally aban- 
doned when the helm was put up and we went 
away before the wind to the eastward : our princi- 
pal object was Admiral Linois and his squadron. 

A few days brought us in sight of Sumatra. 
Nature is here seen on her most magnificent scale, 
mountain topping mountain, till they are lost in 
the clouds, and then again showing their lofty 
heads far above them ; it appeared one 
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tinge of gigantic masses, striking the mind with 
me and wonder. 
Receiving no intelligence of the enemy at Bcn- 

wi'li'ii. where we renewed our water and received 
a supply of fresh beef and a stock of bullocks, 
ffe again got under weigh, and, in the course of a 
fe» days, learned with the most joyous feelings, 
that we were bending our course towards the Isle 
"f France. Now that we were about to hover 
around the only stronghold of the enemy in the 
Indian Ocean, the only place, excepting Batavia, 
"here their cruisers and prizes could take shcl- 
ler, m felt that the actual service we had so long 
punted for was almost within our grasp. The 
MDgrntulations, the shaking of hands, the jo- 
cund laugh, the merry joke flew round in all 
tin- rapidity of happy buoyant feeling; it warms 
my heart now when I think of those tho 

,s — never to return. Then is the glad 
and sunny period of our lives, ere intercut inter- 
venes to close the avenues of t] 
armour is sullied, or suspicion warp 
dogging our steps with the tenacity ■ 
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The sanguine confidence of youth dwells oil! 
the present ; it cannot comprehend the past ; it 
will not contemplate the future : it wars with the 
graver but less pure feelings of our riper years. 
when experience and our contact with a faithless, 
selfish world have driven back the current of our 
roost generous sympathies, to stagnate in the re- 
cesses of the heart- — there awaiting some powerful 
cause of o ver whelming influence to call them into 
action. But I am wandering strangely from my 
subject, and must return to the midshipman's berth. 

It might be politic, but it would not be truth, 
did I not state that the subject of prize-money 
came upon the tapis, and was eagerly discussed, 
many allowing their imaginations to run riot, and 
absolutely apportioning their probable share of it 
with as much exactitude as if the money had been 
chinking in their pockets : an anticipation that has 
been fatal to the peace of many worthy blue- 
jackets of higher standing than a set of inconsi- 
derate middies. 

Do not let it be supposed that a desire of filthy 
lucre, that besetting sin of human nature, was the 
primum mobile of our joy ; the greater part of us 



*rre then too young to estimate the value that 
tie world attaches to the possession of wealth : if 
*e rejoiced, it was that the pretty yellow-boys 
mill follow in the train of u large share of glory. 
A pine bright flame of enthusiasm, unalloyed by 
ay sordid feeling, was kindled in our breasts whilst 
triumphantly contemplating the laurels that might 
Teathe our ship in victory, Fcaltering some of its 
laws upon our youthful heads. 

The youngster began to feel all the pride and 
•consequence that actual service would give him in 
tic estimation of himself and his friends — the 
olJer mid, who had not yet served his time, sum- 
med up an accumulation of claims to be brought 
forward at the termination of the proper period of 
probation ; the passed oldster elevated his am- 
bitious thoughts to die possession of that pre- 
vious piece of parchment (yclept a commission) 
tliat would entitle him to ship the long-coveted 
1 white lappel' — a consummation devoutly wished 
for hy the major part of the middies" mess, as it 
"fluid effectually and satisfactorily silence the 
lamentations and loud reproaches that were 
'ingly directed against the higher powers, 
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who had so unceremoniously discarded their 
several claims to promotion, and left them to 
mourn over a weary long spell of hope deferred. 
Our noble first lieutenant had doubtless his own 
peculiar train of consolatory reflections. It would 
have been a high crime and misdemeanor on the 
part of a band of urchin reefers to penetrate into 
the mysteries of the privileged quarter-deck gentry, 
although we strongly suspected that the gallant 
officer fully appreciated the increase of power 
which an epaulette upon the left shoulder would, 
give him.* 

Could some fairy sprite with a touch of her 
magic wand have bared the bosoms of our crew, 
discovering to the naked eye each matured, each 
growing, and each embryo thought, springing 
into action with the rapidity of light, it would 
have formed a curious page in the book of life, 
and have offered a sufficient mass of speculation 
to the inquisitive philosopher, who love- to ex- 
plore the intricacies and properties of the ever- 
changing human mind. 

Sailors are beings who decidedly differ from " 
rest of our species. There are many promi 
• TI.e uniform of a Commonder ai that period. 
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distinctions, in their character, but they cannot be 
&Mj judged by the common standard of other 
men: they enter the service as mere children, 
Wore a principle is fiied, or a feeling matured : 
their rtndies incomplete, and their minds just 
in that pliant state, which may be disfigured, or 
beautified, according to the nature and strength 
of the impressions made upon them. The cele- 
brated Locke says, that " of all the men we meet 
"ith, nine parts of ten are what they are, good 
w evil, useful or not, by their education." 

This is the opinion of a man whose soundness 
°f judgment and powers of discrimination cannot 
ke railed in question. It is- a passage that ought 
1,1 be printed in letters of gold, and held up 
perpetually to the view of the government and 
legislature of this country. When the paramount 
importance of education is considered, — that it is 
'lie bod upon which the mind ia to be nourished 
and strengthened, before it can put forth the 
of those seeds that may lie hidden 
"itliin its folds, awaiting some beneficent power 
1,1 apand them fully to the light of day,— I 
hut deeply regret that the moral and 
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intellectual education of the naval youth of this 
country, upon whom our existence as a great 
power depends, should have been, and is still, 
so inadequately provided for. An uncultivated 
mind may be compared to an urrwecded garden 
— "things rani: and gross in nature possess it 
merely ;" and though here and there a fair flower 
may be seen struggling to rear its budding head 
above the entangled mass of corruption that . 
surrounds it, yet, for want of the friendly hand 
of a skilful cultivator to prune, foster, anil cherish 
it in its progress towards maturity, it too fre- 
quently falls back upon itself, droops, withers, 
and its fragrance is lost for ever to the world. It 
may be urged in extenuation of the present im- 
perfect state of naval education, that we have 
hitherto done very well. Granted ; but how much 
better might we not have done, had the extraordi- 
nary powers of such men as the navy has sponta- 
neously produced been properly cultivated at 
that period of their lives when the mind receives 
its bias and bearing from a course of salutary 
tuition ! I think upon the whole that whether we 
arc virtuous or vicious depends upon our prim 
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sentiments and the examples we constantly see 
before our eyes. Some few constitutions are 
so adapted by nature to virtue, that neither 
situation, misery, nor temptation, can induce them 
to swerve from the paths of rectitude and honour ; 
others again, under the most propitious circum- 
ttfeca, wilfully reject the seeds of virtue and 
receive those that finally destroy every principle of 
totality anil religion : these are extreme cases 
and rarely to be met with. Were I a legislator 
of England, it should be my earnest endeavour to 
'ouse the attention of its government and parlia- 
ment to the neglected state of the education of 
that portion of the naval defenders of our domi- 
nions, who, suddenly emerging from the bosom of 
"moral and religious home, are too often at the 
fn (ist important crisis of youth plunged headlong 
mto scenes of temptation and immoral tendency, 
'fom which there is no saving hand to snatch the 
*d of ardent passions, or guide the inexperience 
°f boyhood. I would represent to them the 
necessity and beneficial influence that would inevi- 
tably result to this country from providing our 
^ips with competent and talented men, Vivo 
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should be expressly educated for the instruction 
of our youth at sea ; at the same time plating 
these gentlemen in such a confidential and eleva- 
ted position as might enable them to command 
the respect, obedience, and attachment of those 
committed to their charge.* 

I will not here descant upon the miserable 
pittance and appointments of those unfortunate 
beings who arc the present constituted schoolmas- 
ters of the navy. No man of talent or integrity, 
or who knows what is due to himself, would 
undertake a situation so fraught with insuperable 
difficulties and annoyances. 

What emulation and soul-stirring ambition 
might there not exist among the middies, were 
orders promulgated by the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty, obliging the tutor to make a half-yearly 
return of the progress of his pupils in the various 
branches of science appertaining to the profession, 
and their advancement in literature in general, to 



" The Naval College at Portsmouth 

■i.'ui.-i|iitntlj offers too limited 
if llie youth of our extensive 
materia] benefit to the whole. 
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«i be productive of anv 
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the Captain ; and which, being forwarded by him 
with his observations thereon, and an appended 
report of their practical knowledge of seamanship, 
would operate as a powerful incitement both to 
master and pupil to pursue that strict line of 
duty in unison with a steady course of mental 
application, which can alone enable them to attain 
» degree of excellence in their profession. 

By this mode of proceeding, the germ of 
many a concealed talent, and the display of many 
• noble feeling, might be drawn forth from obscu- 
rity, affording the best ground for our rulers to 
decide upon whom they may with propriety bestow 
consideration and promotion. 

Upon our entrance into the navy, generally 
'" tlie thirteenth year of our age, we are thrown 
entirely upon our own resources, and, whether we 
turn out good or evil, useful or not, we owe 
htlle or nothing to the fostering care of Govern- 
ment, who, as her necessities may require, sweeps 
*itli no sparing hand the hall and the cottage of 
their uncontaminated youth, in order to fill her 
ships with embryo heroes, upon whom must de- 
rive in the course of time a command e 
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an immense share of discretionary power, 
ought to be accompanied by an adequate pos- 
session of knowledge in' every branch of science 
and literature that may conduce either to the 
respectability of the individual, or to the glory 
of the country for whose honour and safety he 
has pledged himself. I, however, feel a pride in 
stating that in many cases the negligence of go- 
vernment is partially atoned for by the care and 
attention of the captain to his youngsters ; but 
however desirous this officer may be to devote his 
time to their instruction, it is impossible that, in 
his anxious and responsible situation, with his 
multifarious avocations, he can do ni^jc than 
attend to their nautical acquirements. I am my- 
self solely indebted to my captain for the founda- 
tion of any scientific knowledge I may possess 
belonging to my profession. 

A sailor's life has much that is evil in it, blend- 
ed with much that is productive of positive good : 
the evil tendency of their position might be greatly 
ameliorated by the superintendence of a judicious 
person who should unite within himself the re- 
sponsible office of preceptor to the sacred a 
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minister of God ; not one of lip devotion, but one 
who felt, devoutly felt, that there was an Almighty 
pwer riding on the whirlwind and directing the 
storm; one who would gently curb the headstrong 
passions of youth, lead the mind to the contem- 
plation of the Deity, and the magnitude of his 
"orb, teaching it 

"To look through Nature up lo Nature's God;" 

instead of bewildering the senses by the exposi- 
tion of unimportant dogmas and incomprehensible 
tenets. Such a course, would, I say, give rigour 
UM power to the youthful mind. The arduous 
duties, dangers, and hardships of the profession 
require'no ordinary stock of self-control, genero- 
y of feeling, and presence of mind ; and are 
tleae desirable qualities to flourish if no seed is 
Example may do, and does much, and 
n wonder that, aa we are so much and so 
avoidably the children of chance, there are so 
w among us who may be positively denominated 
If this is the case, let us hope that 

" A sweet little cherub 
Sitt perch 'd up a] oil, 

watch for the life of Poor Jick"— 
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— that there is some deep and secret influence at 
work in the bosoms of youthful sailors — who, 
though deprived of the advantages so abundantly 
enjoyed by their land brethren, are yet by the very 
nature of their position so dependent upon one ano- 
ther for acts of kindness and friendship, so linked 
together by the bond of fraternal love and personal 
danger, that the moTe venomous and debasing pas- 
sions of our nature are seldom roused into action. 
If, then, there is good ground for wholesome 
seed, how much benefit might not the person I 
have supposed, effect among us ! " There is but 
a plank between us and eternity," is an adage 
often quoted, but rarely sensibly felt : it would 
not be wise or desirable to dwell too intensely 
upon the dangers that surround us, for there is a 
vast difference in the construction of the human 
mind ; when one man's cheek is blanched with 
fear, another's may glow with the triumph of 
superior power of intellect and endurance ; but all 
may be made to feel, if rightly disposed, that, in 
the hour of appalling danger, "though the waves 
beat into the ship," there is a God whose "voice 
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is mightier than many waters ;" and if she sinks, 
nuinmus of resignation, not curses, should mingle 
with the winds and be borne to Heaven on the 
blast. 

" source of life ! our. refuge and our stay ! 
Whose voice the warring elements obey ; 
On thy supreme assistance we rely : 
Thy mercy supplicate, if doom'd to die ! 
'lis ours on thy unerring laws to trust : 
With thee, great Lord I whatever is, is just." 

Falconer's Shifwhlck. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Superior sailing of the Phaeton — Arrival off ihe Isle of France 
— Capture and destruction of a ship under tlie enemy's 
batteries — A French slave-brig taken— Astronomical obser- 
vations — Recapture of the Earl of Mornington — She is re- 
taken — Capture of the American ship Penman, and of a 
Dutch East Indiaman — Narrow escape of the Belle Poule 
frigate — Unlucky attempt of a squadron of British frigates — 
Operations of Linois — Madagascar — Visit from the King — 
Dress and appearance of the royal party— Dance — Arrange- 
ments for procuring supplies — Hospitality of the Natives- 
Departure for Bombay — Capture of La Minerve — The Au- 
thor appointed second in command of the prize. 

Once fairly entered into the south-east Trades, 
a rattling breeze made the old ship fly through 
the water, spreading the white creamy foam far 
and wide on either side of her track. 

" Meantime the steady breeze serenely blew. 
And fast and falcon-like the vessel flew." 

Our superiority of sailing over the whole squad- 
ron was greater than could be conceived between 
men-of-war ; by war or s'ul \scfis k\ \\\c lots&wnv. 



A NAVAL LIFE. 



c had generally attained our extreme look-out dis- 
tance, which was always taken up at those limits that 
justenabled us to make out the commodore's signals. 
I have seen the Phaeton under her topsails, while 
the rest of the squadron had studding sails a-low 
and aloft, and frequently she has had to lower 
them to keep her station. If one might judge 
from the frequent .signals directed to the Phaeton, 
the old commodore must have experienced a great 
Fund of pleasure in witnessing her mode of carry- 
ing his orders into execution ; she was certainly 
in the highest possible order. Our average rate 
ti'mii ficncoolen to the Isle of France was about 
two hundred and thirty knots per diem. 

We pawed close to the Island of Rodriguez, 
hut, not perceiving anything, continued our course 
1'iwap.b; our cruisiiig-grotind; two days after- 
wards wc arrived in sight of the long wished-for spot. 
The evening previous to our making the land, 
the Terpsichore had been sent in chase ; at day- 
light the island was not more than ten miles dis- 
tant ; u we n eared it, our consort was discovered 
in shore with a prize, the result of the preceding 
severance; although of trifling value, 
<-lmk-d it an a favourable beginning. \«to 
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middies'' berth, it served to increase the extravn 
gant hopes we had been fostering during our run 
thither. We ran down to leeward of the island, 
taking the passage between Gunner's Quoin and. 
Isle Ronde — and in the afternoon hove-to off Port 
Louis, just out of reach of the enemy's guns. The 
island was replete to us with pleasing images ; the 
mountains described in Paul and Virginia were 
before ns, and I traced in imagination the parting 
and death scenes of the heroine of that beautiful 
little work. 

The following day, (still lying off the enemy's 
port, attending to the telegraphing of the com- 
modore, which related to a mutual agreement on 
the part of the whole squadron to share equally 
among them whatever prize-money might be 
made, as we were about to separate to different 
quarters of the island,) a sail was discovered 
rounding the eastei i point of the island, with the 
tri-coloured flag flying at her peak. In less than 
two minutes, the tacks were hauled on board j 
top-gallant-sails, royals, and every stitch of sail 
that could be set with advantage, were spread to 
the wind, and away we went at the rate of nine 
id ten knots in chase on a bowline. The enemy, 
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seeing no hope of escape, by pulling out to sea 
again, wisely hauled close upon a wind on the 
Inboard tack, crossed our bows out of range of 
shot, and ran aground under a strong fort on Ca- 
nuuier Point. The commodore immediately deci- 
ded upon despatching the boats to secure the prize, 
and standing in at the same time for the purpose 
of engaging the batteries. By the time we had got 
•itlrin gun-shot, the boats were all ready for 
Wiating out, and the ship herself prepared for 
action. The courses were hauled up, the yards 
squared, and in a trice the boats of the line-of- 
bittle-ship and frigate were proceeding to the 
enemy's vessel. The good old ship then filled, 
nd, like :l careful mother, pushed forward t" 
protect her young brood, by drawing the ene- 
my's attention upon herself. The Frenchmen on 
shore were observed busily employed in prepar- 
ing to give us a warm, though not a welcome 
Hflaptwn. 

Hitherto, the bustle and anxiety attending this 
operation had exhilarated my spirits to the high- 
est degree of delighted enthusiasm ; there are few 
tilings to be compared to the interest cieafced hv 
thechase of an enemy ; — but now that \.\ie.W\>\»wV 
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was over, and the time was absolutely come when 
we were to smell powder and feet its effects in 
right good earnest, no bang — bang — without its 
tell-tale bullet, I began to consider the possi- 
bility of my being minus a leg or an arm before 
night, even if I was so fortunate as to retain my 
head upon my shoulders : I confess, a comical 
sensation seized me, and the stillness tliat reigned 
as we approached the muzzles of the enemy's 
guns, was productive of no very consolatory or 
reassuring cogitations. The interval of suspense, 
though short, was sufficiently protracted to con- 
vince me that fighting, however fascinating a la 
distance, to a young and ardent mind, iis leading 
to honour and renown, is quite another affair 
when brought to that precise minimum of time, 
tliat ere the warm blood can pursue its appointed 
course of action through the mazes of the tlirob- 
bing heart, the angel of death may have done his 
work, holding in his grasp some beloved com- 
panion or well-known form. The coming con- 
flict then assumes an aspect that must ever appear 
formidable and awful to a young beginner, 
The enemy at length opened out upon 
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boats; his fire was returned by them with cheers, 
and by the Phaeton with a shot, by way of trying 

the range, which, striking the flag-staff, levelled 
it and the tricolour which it bore with the 
dust. Its fall was hailed by a cheer from the 
WtB that might have inspired the dead. This 
drew their fire upon us. After getting close in, 
» few broadsides settled the business; the enemy's 
magazine exploded, the principal battery was in- 
stantly destroyed and their fire silenced, except 
one or two of their mortars to the right of the 
principal work. 

The prize, a merchant- vessel from Madagascar, 
"as burned, it being found impracticable to get her 
off the rocks she had run upon. We afterwards 
learned that one of our shot had struck the furnace 
m which they were heating red-hot balls, and sent 
*• of them slap into the magazine. The Tre- 
mendous came up at the latter part of the attack, 
Mid opened her lower deckers, but, not being able 
ln approach the fort, her fire had no effect. Though 
*5 affair could be denominated little better than 
4 'kimiish, from its brief duration, yet it afforded 
118 much satisfaction, for it had iucoutcstably 



OH RECOLLECTIONS OF 

proved the destructive and well-directed 
our guns, and at the same time it diffused a 
degree of confidence and energy among the 
crew, which is an advantage always to be appre- 
ciated at the commencement of a course of hosti- 
lities undertaken with a new ship's company. For 
my own part I revelled in unqualified gratification. 
The first broadside swept away all- my dismal ru- 
minations, and left me in another state of being ; 
I was enthusiastic and unshrinking, and in the 
pride of my heart absolutely scouted danger as 
ii bugbear to frighten greenhorns and adorn a 
nursery tale. I believe my most predominant 
feeling was sorrow at the speedy termination of 
the fray. 

The nest day the Terpsichore and Phaeton 
proceeded to windward of the island, the Tre- 
nieuious taking her station between Gunner's 
Quoin and Isle Ronde, while the Lancaster was 
left off Port Louis to prevent the ingress and 
egress of any of our foes. We had scarcely ar- 
rived off Point Diable when wc captured a neutral 
having enemy's property on board. A few days 
afterwards a French brig was descried at am 
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to the northward of Point Diablc, under the pro- 
tectioD of a small battery. The boats were or- 
dered to be got ready for cutting her out. There 
was no lack of volunteers, and those who suc- 
ceeded in being sent on the expedition were 
dubbed d— d lucky fellows. In the evening we 
stood out to sea, awaiting until darkness should 
veil our movements ; then ' about ship, 1 and got 
close in, hoisted out the boats, and despatched 
Uieni under the command of the second lieutenant. 
The passage between the breakers was so difficult 
of access, that day broke before it was discovered 
and ]>asseii through, which gave the enemy on 
shore full time to prepare for the rencontre : they 
opened out upon us as soon as the boats got 
within range of their guns, but fortunately without 
doing us any injury. The brig was boarded and 
taken possession of, no resistance being offered on 
•* put ; but the moment the capture was per- 
ceived from the shore, the whole fire of the fort 
"as directed against her. The wind blowing di- 
rectly in through the passage, it was found im- 
possible to get her out by any other mode than 
tu lt of warping, which would certainly have mis- 
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carried, owing to the enemy's galling fire. Lieu- 
tenant Mil ward determined to destroy her, but, as 
she was a slave vessel, and a great number of the 
poor wretches remained on board, she could not 
be delivered over to the flames till they were pro- 
perly disposed of. To take them on board the 
frigate was out of the question ; to leave the brig 
harmless was equally so : Lieutenant Milward, 
therefore, immediately set about constructing 
rafts, (for the crew had escaped in the boats.) as 
the only means of getting the poor devils on- 
shore. While thus employed, he despatched the 
launch to answer the fire of the fort, and to en- 
deavour to draw off their attention from the brig. 
She behaved remarkably well, and quickly dis- 
mounted one of their pieces ; but the Frenchmen 
were not lo be diverted from their main object- 
and continued a heavy fire upon us, which killed 
several of the slaves. As soon as the rafts wer* 
ready, the survivors were placed upon thein, and 
they safely reached the beach. The vessel was 
immediately fired and speedily consumed. We 
made good our retreat without the loss of a man ; 
(ivo very fine black boys belonging to the cargo 
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*tK brought off, who afterwards turned out ex- 
cellent servants. These boat-expeditions often 
prove desperate enterprises ; but, where the de- 
fence is not expected to be very severe, I am a 
strong advocate for occasionally indulging the 
ardour of young gentlemen by sending them upon 
this service. It nerves their minds, and prepares 
them to act with energy and decision upon occa- 
sions requiring a full display of these essential 
and officer-like qualities. 

The weather at this period of the year was 
Delightful, and offered the fairest opportunities of 
Wending to our astronomical observations, &c. 
We middies (that is, the youngsters,) were as- 
sembled every morning in the captain's cabin for 
the purpose of pursuing our nautical studies, 
Captain C — , who was an excellent lunarian, fre- 
quently assisting and directing our exertions ; and 
a high degree of emulation reigned among us as to 
*ho should first properly work a lunar observation. 
% i course of steady perseverance two of us soon 
squired the requisite knowledge ; but the prin- 
cipal difficulty still remained, viz. taking the ob- 
servations themselves. The Captain made over 
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to our use one of his sextants, and thus .imply 
furnished, the sun and moon were brought into 
constant contact whenever they were in distance. 
The lunar mania spread to the gun-room ; night 
and day sextants and quadrants were in constant 
requisition. At that period I regret to observe 
that this necessary branch of naval science was 
not so generally studied as at present. These 
observations require the greatest possible accu- 
racy, for a very trifling error made in the distance 
will produce a very material one in the longitude. 
They certainly are extremely difficult to take at 
sea, and the difficulty can be surmounted only 
by a long course of practice. With the inverting 
telescope, which we were obliged to use, the ob- 
stacles were still greater, for the rolling and pitch- 
ing motion of the vessel caused us infinite trouble 
in keeping the two objects in the field of view. I 
therefore felt not a little elated to find that, after 
several days of untiring industry, my observations 
were pronounced second to the Captain's for cor- 
rectness. This constant shooting of the heavenly 
bodies formed a fund of amusement to the old 
master's mates, who ridiculed the idea of iluir 
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being tiny improvement upon the old mode of dead 

reckoning, which they swore they would rather 
trust to than all the lunatic observations that ever 
*erc taken. I was the means, however, of altering 
the opinion of one of these disciples of the old 
school in a manner too painfully convincing to both 
of us; but so obstinate and wedded was he to his 
""B mode of calculation, that, until a cruel ltnger- 
"ig death confronted us, he would not listen to 
My impugnment of his favourite theory, although 
lib boasted infallibility of the dead reckoning had 
tan proved completely erroneous, and our lives 
"ere hanging upon the accuracy of his compu- 
tation. 

My exertions in having acquired this desirable 
Source of knowledge were more than amply re- 
garded by being immediately rated midshipman. 
1 almost doubt whether any subsequent advance- 
Went equalled the delight which I felt upon that 
Wfcaqa. 

A few days after we had destroyed the brig 
Wd« Point Diable, we recaptured the Earl of 
"'ornington, country ship, that had been taken 
0J i privateer. The French prize-master was a 
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shrewd clever fellow, as he proved to our discom- 
fiture, The vessel was sent down to the Com- 
modore, who gave to one of the Middies of the 
Tremendous the charge of conducting her to 
Bombay. On giving him his instructions, he 
marked out the track he was to pursue, with in- 
junctions to follow them strictly. The Middy in 
high glee descended into the cockpit, and opened 
his orders for the benefit of his messmates, among 
whom, just installed as one of them, was tile 
French prize-master above alluded to : he inspect- 
ed the track with the rest, the poor Mid little 
dreaming that he was by such heedless confidence 
paving the way to his becoming the captive's cap- 
tive. The Frenchman carefully noted every par- 
ticular, and what was not then perfectly clear to 
him, he afterwards drew by degrees from the too 
loquacious and highly elated prize-master. The 
vessel, from being heavily laden, sailed very 
badly, which was calculated upon by the crafty 
Frenchman. She parted company the following 
day for her destination, and the Commodore pro- 
ceeded off Port Louis, to endeavour to exchange 
his prisoners : the affair was arranged, and a 
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ihe number sent on shore was the ci-devant 
French prize-master. The sharp-witted gentleman 
immediately set to work to fit out a very small 
privateer, in which shortly afterwards he success- 
fully eluded, during a dark night, the vigilance of 
tie Lancaster stationed off the port : he took up 
his cruising-ground off the point of land ordered 
to be made by the Middy, and recaptured the 
mi fnrt una te Earl of Morninglon, getting her into 
ilie Iale of France in perfect safety. It was 
JWedy done, and wet with the success which it 
merited. 

The Penman, a valuably laden ship from 
Bstaria, of five hundred tons, under American 
colours, next fell into our clutches ; circumstances 
"f great suspicion attaching to Jonathan induced 
the Commodore to detain him, which suspicions 
*"e justified by the condemnation of the vessel 
°f her arrival in port, — a decision subsequently 
confirmed in England. The Yankee skipper, on 
"«ing informed of this destructive finale to his 
"opes, and finding all his pressing arguments to 
obtain a release of no avail with the Commodore, 
endeavoured to work upon his imagination by 
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the promised confirmation of a richer and a surer 
booty ; but all would not do, and our friend 
Jonathan found himself obliged to try another 
tack. Throwing himself upon the Commodore's 
generosity, he without further parley gave him 
every particular relative to a Dntcli East Indiaman 
bound to the Isle of France from Bataviii, which 
was to have sailed ten days after him. As she 
was reported to be very richly laden, a sharp look- 
out was constantly kept. For once the Ameri- 
can's information was strictly correct. At peep 
of day, the eleventh after the Penman's capture, 
a fine frigate-looking craft was seen about two 
miles to windward of us lying-to : we immediately 
hoisted French colours ; the stranger without he- 
sitation showed Dutch, and, firing two guns to 
leeward in token of being a friend, bore up to 
close ua. Poor fellow ! he did not discover his 
error till in the act of hailing us, at which moment 
the English ensign replaced the tricolourcd flag. 
This change of bunting cut short the half uttered 
communication ; the lower jaw dropped, the ex- 
tended hand fell listless by his side, and he stood 
the very image of despair. Here was a downfall of 
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ftll tie trebly told calculations and nicely balanced 
profits of our phlegmatic enemy. To find himself 
thus unexpectedly popped into the lion's jaws at 
the precise moment he had, with a great show of 
teason, been congratulating himself upon his good 
fortune at having given the go-by to all His Bri- 
tannic Majesty's cruisers, was too heart-rending 
a transition even for his liberal portion of national 
ftpathy ; and he remained for a time stupified and 
W motionless as one of his own richly crammed 
bales of merchandise, upon which in the joy of his 
heart he had based many a golden dream of happi- 
ness, to be perfected only by the side of his fair 
and comely vrow in the foggy swamps of distant 
Holland. 

The poor devil of a supercargo, who was at the 
same time principal owner of ship and cargo, be- 
Wd so w ell upon the occasion, as completely to 
el| ga#e the sympathy of his captors; he secured 
1M only the good wishes but the friendly offices of 
the officers and Captain ; through the hind inter- 
ttssion of the latter, he was immediately restored 
to liberty, accompanied by a handsome portion 
°f that part of the cargo which came under the 

Voi. I, F 
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denomination of his own private venture, and all 
the cash he possessed, which amounted to no in- 
considerable sum in gold and silver.* He ap- 
peared to appreciate most sensibly this unexpected 
act of liberality on the? part of his opponents ; be 
had, in the course of eight-and-forty hours, so 
wound himself into our good graces and better 
feelings, that, on taking leave of him, very many 
of us felt a painful degree of regret that he had 
fallen into our power. She proved to be the 
Elizabeth, of eight hundred tons, and a far richer 
prize than we had anticipated. She was consi- 
dered of such value that the Phaeton accompa- 
nied her down (unfortunately, as will be seen,) 
to the Commodore ; when he determined upon 
despatching the Terpsichore to convoy her to 
Bombay. 

Having landed our prisoner, the supercargo, at 
Port Louis in a Bag of truce, wc again made the 
best of our way to windward, to take up our old 
station ; when about seven miles to leeward, of 
Point Diablo, a strange sail was descried coming 
down before the wind. Every stitch of sail was ear- 
* A boi of specie. 
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ried on to get to windward of Pott Slid Est. Soon 
the stranger was made out to be a large frigate, 
snd almost as soon, that she was an enemy — ' 

" The famed Belle Poute straight ahead did lie." 
How shall I describe the disappointment im- 
printed upon every countenance, when, on making 
us out, she immediately altered her course, stood 
in through the passage betwen the breakers, and 
anchored under Point Diable, where we had 
destroyed the slave brig : three miles more to 
windward, and the genius of our captain would, 
m nil probability, have realized many a young 
ud ardent dream by the capture or destruction of 
the enemy. 

It was now sunset : Captain C lost not a 

moment in vain regrets, but instantly came to 
the determination of running in the following 
morning and engaging her at anchor. During 
thti tught the cables were bent, one of which was 
■ C| l tttt of ihe stern-port ; we had sprung our fore 
Md main topmasts during the chase; they were 
'nifted, and everything was ready for carrying the 
wptahVs plan into execution, as soon as the mom- . 
'"if* tight should enable us to distinguish the nas- 
*2 
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sage through the breakers. But alas ! La Belle 
Poule, a forty-four gun frigate, (for it was she) on 
hearing of the destruction of the brig on that 
spot, doubtless looked upon the position as 
unsafe, and very wisely began operations which 
rendered nugatory any attempt on our part to 
molest her. At daylight we were deeply mor- 
tified at discovering that the enemy had warped up 
during the night to the entrance of the inner 
passage to Port Sud Est, with topsail-yards at 
the mast-heads, only waiting sufficient light to 
make sail through the passage : once in Port Sud 
Est, all hope of capturing her vanished; for, the 
wind blowing in, and the place being strongly for- 
tified, every chance of a successful attack WW pre- 
cluded. It was unfortunately attempted by a 
squadron of our frigates some time afterwards, 
and ended in the loss and capture of the whole 
of them. 

It is not success alone that should command 
our admiration : the frowns of fortune have, in all 
ages, and in all countries, elicited traits of cha- 
racter as honourable to the profession of arms as 
the most splendid victories. An officer deserves 
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tlie thanks of his countrymen when he does all 
that s man can do to ensure a happy result to his 
demons — 

"Tis not in mortals tn command success. 
But we'll do more, S«mpronius — we'll deserve it." 

Among the failures of last war, none presented 
conduct worthier of a different fate than the 
ittempt alluded to by the above squadron, under 
the command of Captains Pym, Lambert, Curtis, 
and Willougliby. Lieutenant Ducie Chads, by 
the direction of Commodore Pym, had previous- 
ly, «'ith a party of seamen and marines, gallantly 
stormed and gained possession of the strong works 
Oil L'Isle de la Passe, commanding the entrance to 
Port Sud Est. 

Leaving the Nereide to windward, the Com- 
toodore proceeded off Port Louis ; during the 
ahsence of the latter, two of the enemy's frigates, 
1 corvette, and a captured Indiaiuan, had forced 
"l entrance into Port Sud Est. No time was lost 
"J Captain Pym in taking immediate measures, 
111 conjunction with the Nereide, to attack the 
enemy : the attempt was frustrated by Captain 
Pytfa ship (the Sinus) grounding iu the inner 
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This accident obliged him to wait the 
arrival of the Iphigenia and Magicienne. Mean- 
time the enemy had erected batteries on every 
point that could defend theii squadron. The 
lndiaman had been armed for the occasion, and 
the best position taken up to ensure the com- 
modore's defeat. Notwithstanding these serious 
obstacles, Captain Pym was by no means daunted, 
and determined upon the attack. Unfortunately, 
the Sirius and Magicienne grounded, and re- 
mained immoveable within gunshot of the enemy ; 
the Iphigcnia was prevented from closing with her 
opponent by a sand-bank, and the Ncreidc alone 
succeeded in taking up a station alongside the 
French commodore, bearing the brant of the 
united fire of the frigates and batteries. Thff 
defence of the Nereide against so superior a force 
will stand forward in bright relief in the history of 
the British Navy, as unparalleled for determined 
courage and resistance ; the name of Willougliby 
should act with talismanic power on the minds and 
hearts of his brethren. 8he struck, but not until 
every officer, man, and boy in the ship had been 
killed or wounded, and the whole of her oppoi 
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tad been driven on shore.* After a vain attempt 
to get the Siriua and Magicicnne afloat, they 
"we destroyed, and shortly after, by the addi- 
tional aid of another French squadron, under 
Commodore Hamelin, the Iphigenia and L'Isle dti 
la Passe surrendered. 

It was confidently expected that Linois him- 
self, with the rest of his squadron, would soon 
appear, and the immense fires that crowned the 
summits of the mountains to windward every 
night after the arrival of the Belle Poule justified 
«is belief; day after day, however, passed away, 
md the French Admiral did not appear. Though 
"11 possible economy had been observed in the dis- 
•rilmtiuu of our water, it now began to run very 
sliwt throughout the squadron ; we were therefore 
ordered to keep our cruising ground to windward 
till a certain dav, when we were to rejoin the 
(Otnudore to leeward: that period arrived, and, 
after reconnoitring the Belle Poule, we bore up, 

* To Ihis testimony in favour of the N'ereide we shall merely 
*M, that the noble behaviour of her officers sad crew threw juch 
1 fcilo of glory around the defeat a! Grand Port, that, in public 
Opinion at least, the loss of the five frigates was scarcely consi- 
•feted n a misfortune. —James's Naval History, vol. v. p. 431. 
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to meet the Commodore off Port Louis. At this 
time we had not more than two tons and a half of 
water on board ; the Tremendous and Lancaster 
were also fading in theirs ; it then became a 
matter of absolute necessity that we should make 
the best of our way to Madagascar, to obtain a 
supply ; which place, with the South-East Trade in 
our favour, we made no doubt of reaching in four 
or five days. The decision must have been a 
painful one to the Commodore, as it destroyed the 
well-founded expectation of a rencontre with the 
enemy he had so long waited for at the mouth of 
the only port that was open to him. 

In the first watch we all bore up for the Island 
of Bourbon, which we were to visit on our way to 
Madagascar. 

A run of singular good lucl; certainly attended 
Admiral Linois during the long period he cruised 
in the Indian Ocean ; he never fell in with a 
force that could engage him with any hope of 
success, and the same good luck befriended him all 
the time he was to the eastward of the Cape of 
Good Hope. It was provoking enough that the 
very evening the Commodore had decided i: 
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taking his departure, anil was giving directions to 
hia captains to that effect, Admiral Linois should 
come in sight of the island to windward : there 
he was rejoined by the Belle Poule, and, having 
.learned by signal our departure, he came down 
Hid entered the port, from off which we had not 
departed twenty-four hours. Our unlucky retreat 
was attributed by the gallant admiral to the fear 
of meeting him, and this opinion was loudly re- 
echoed by his countrymen. We received this un- 
welcome and mortifying intelligence by a French 
ship we captured after quitting Madagascar. 

Few circumstances in the course of naval ad- 
feuture could have created a keener disappoint- 
ment than did this speedy demolition of a long- 
cherished scheme of action. The anxiety and 
patient watching of months of indefatigable acti- 
^y were of no effect ; but, as we arc not the 
<%>Q8ers of events, patience and reason doubtless 
W their due weight in the breasts of our 
Commodore and the commanding officers of the 
"madron : it was their duty to avoid a positive 
*•", in the fulfilment of which probabilities and 
possibilities were not to be taken into the accoviM.. 
f5 
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Our cruise was ended, and, though we had been 
very fortunate in the prize way, and had made 
some valuable captures, for the rest of the squadron 
bad all contributed to swell the list of prizes, yet . 
we had failed in the main object of our cruise. . 
This last stroke of fortune in favour of Admiral 
Linois made us unanimously of opinion that never 
were such unlucky devils in this world as our- 
selves. Where were the long-coveted wreaths of 
laurel that were to adorn our mast-heads ? It 
was a sad finale to the brilliant perspective held 
out on our arrival. 

Arrived off the Isle of Bourbon, we despatched 
the boats to sweep the Bays of St. Denis and St. 
Paul's of all the vessels that were sheltering there. 
Our boats performed their duty at St. Paul's, but 
the loss to the enemy was trifling. 

•Our object was now to make the best of our 
way to Madagascar to procure water and refresh- 
ments, of which the Lancaster stood in sad need, 
her crew suffering seriously from the effects of 
scurvy. We arrived off Foule Point, where the 
French flag was flying, but on discovering we 
were English it was immediately hauled down. 
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The next day we anchored off St. Mary's, where 
water and fresh provisions of all kinds; were to he 
obtained in abundance. 

We had scarcely furled sails when a large canoe 
■was observed coming off, with tomtoms beating, 
flags flying, and surrounded by many smaller ones. 
"We concluded that some great nob among the 
natives bad been despatched by the chief of the 
island to congratulate the captain on his arrival ; 
but were not prepared to expect majesty itself. 
It proved to be the king in propria persona, 
accompanied by the queen and all his family. He 
*as a fine elderly man, rather stout, and very 
yood-looking. He was surrounded by three or 
four of his sons, all remarkably comely young 
men, the two eldest of whom, after the fashion 
of the sons of the King of Johanna,* style them- 
selves the Prince of Wales and the Duke of 
York, Their attire was certainly not very 
princely, for it consisted merely of a white 
shirt and a cloth round their waists, adjusted 
something in the style of Turkish trowsers. Two 
of the princesses were likewise present, the eldest 
" The principal of ihe Comoro Islands, 
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of whom was beautifully formed in figure and 
face; and their costume displayed their figures 
to the greatest advantage. A loose muslin was 
thrown across their breasts over the shoulder, 
leaving one side of the bosom partially exposed ; 
a short petticoat made of fine grass, (the manu- 
facture of the island,) confined by a band above, 
fitted close to the shape. Slippers similar to those 
worn in India completed their toilette. They were 
of a deep copper colour, had long hair and thin 
lips ; their features resembled those of the natives 
of India, but I should say cast in a much hand- 
somer mould ; they had not the smallest affinity 
to the African contour of physiognomy. 

Nature has been lavish in her gifts to these 
islanders. The hair of the women, which, as I 
have said, is very long, would considerably add to 
the embellishment of their beautiful persons, did 
they not arrange it to the very worst advantage, 
thereby counteracting in some degree all that 
nature has done for them, though doubtless they 
would consider our coiffeurs just as barbarous and 
outre in their torturing mode of twisting and 
frizzing as we did their more simple but 1 
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pleasing contrivance. They tie it up in thick 
loclts, bo as to give the appearance of having their 
tends full of short thick horns protruding from 
every part, resembling the club-heads studded 
with spikes used in ancient warfare. Their ma- 
jesties did not appear much troubled with court 
etiquette ; they delivered their congratulations 
nnd welcome in a mixture of unintelligible French 
and their own tongue, which would have puzzled 
some of our best linguists ; of course, every thing 
was received as it was intended. His majesty 
concluded his address by introducing the eldest 
princess to the Captain, at the same time making 
proposals which, however at variance with the re- 
ceived opinions of morality, were doubtless con- 
sidered by the person tendering them as the high- 
eat honour he could pay to the chief of the vessel 
he Was visiting, and quite as legal and legitimate 
in lis eyes as the royal European mode of bar- 
tering for husbands and wives, by which a totter- 
"ig throne is to be guaranteed, some unholy 
alliance secured, or political negotiation concluded. 
Refreshments were then offered to the whole party, 
tut the only thing touched was rum, to which his 
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majesty paid such assiduous attention, that in a 
very short time he was removed to his state barge, 
completely hors dt combat, followed by his queen, 
who by no means trod the deck with- her wonted 
dignity and ease. He had previously commanded 
his sons and daughters to display their abilities on 
the light fantastic toe. The performance of the 
men was such as might be expected from semi- 
barbarians; but that of the women displayed ii 
grace and precision, combined with the wildest 
movements, that far exceeded any idea we hud 
formed of the powers of Terpsichore's swarthy vo- 
taries. At the conclusion of the danee the princes 
became so noisy with the quantity of strong waters 
they had taken, that it was deemed advisable to 
give them the finishing dose, which quickly laid 
them by the side of their august father ; anil away 
the whole court set off for the shore, amidst the 
drumming of tomtoms, shouts, exclamations, and 
whoopings, tliat would ■ have shamed the finest 
Dutch medley ever performed. 

Parties were immediately ordered on shore to 
commence watering, and the pursers to make 
arrangements with the natives for fresh beef ai 
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the necessary supplies for recruiting the ships 1 
companies. I deemed myself very fortunate in 
being ordered to land with the watering-party, 
where we were to remain till that duty was com- 
pleted. Sails were taken on sliorc, and in a short 
time we had erected our canvass houses. Before 
dark we were regularly domiciled in our tempo- 
rary habitations. Our party took up their station 
by the side of a small rivulet of excellent water, 
about a hundred yards from the beach, surrounded 
by a thick wood. The place appeared to us a 
paradise. Bananas, plantains, cocoa-nuts, &c. 
were in abundance : luxuriously did we regale 
ourselves with their delicious fruits. We were 
too busily employed that afternoon to pay much 
attention to the few natives who came to view our 
labours, but the next morning we began to barter 
with them, and mightily were we gratified when a 
fine roasted, or rather broiled goose, appeared as 
part of our morning repast, procured at the ex- 
pense of three or four inches of an iron hoop 
from one of the spare stock brought on shore 
to repair the casks. They set great store upon 
all articles of iron, but the possession of an axe 
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or a hatchet appeared to place them at the sum- 
mum, bonum of happiness. The smallest quantity 
of gunpowder was highly prized ; half a musket 
cartridge would secure a goose or a fowl at any 
time. All sorts of nails were in great estimation, 
but for knives and edge-tools they were ready to 
barter any thing in their possession. Fire-arms 
Inight fairly be said to fetch their weight in silver; 
for an old rusty musket, not worth five shillings, 
you might purchase a fine bullock, weighing from 
seven hundred and fifty to eight hundred pounds, 
for which, if paid for in money, they would have 
expected twenty (petaks.) dollars. I stronglysus- 
pect the purser found no trifling deficiency in the 
number of his iron hoops ; but this was amply 
made up by the quantity of wood we cut for him 
gratis. During the ten days we were on shore 
our daily well-furnished board was certainly sup- 
ported by the agency of iron influence : nor did 
its extraordinary fascination stop here : hearts 
were exchanged for pieces of iron on the altar of 
Venus, and this curious traffic would possibly 
have lasted until not a filing of that metal re- 
iimined in our possession, had not the old Com- 
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modore, well knowing the iron rage that existed 
among the inhabitants, issued strict orders respect- 
ing tlie said iron hoops, and placed us as sentries 
over the casks. After sunset, when our sentries 
*erc placed, not a native would approach our 
quarters, so great was their dread of our fire-arms ; 
but during the whole of the day we were rarely 
without the company of some of them. In our 
little excursions into the interior, much attention 
«as paid to us by these simple-minded people ; 
and on entering their huts, which I thought re- 
markably neat and clean, there was no lack of 
hospitality on their part : indeed their extreme 
politeness was sometimes carried to so very inde- 
corous a length by the obsequious husbands and 
fathers of the family, that it was necessary to be 
trebly steeled in virtuous resolntions to withstand 
the offer of partaking of the tempting family fare. 
The attention of these hospitable islanders was 
lot confined merely to the Commodore, Captains, 
and officers, it was equally bestowed upon the 
different crews. Great numbers of the females 
"toted the ships to partake of Jack's hospitality, 
and a singular picture presented itself to the eye, 
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when, on the fathers, brothers, and husbands 
coming to seek their relatives, they were to be 
seen jumping overboard out of the lower deck 
ports and from every part of the ship, swimming 
to the canoes of their friends : they appeared as 
much at ease in the water as upon term firma. 

The shores were lined with coral rocks, among 
which very beautiful shells of every description 
are to be obtained. I collected a great many and 
took them on board, but, being unacquainted with 
the mode of effectually extricating the fish, I was 
compelled to consign them very soon to the deep, 
as being too offensive to the olfactory nerves of 
my messmates. 

The crew of the Lancaster were suffering very 
severely from the scurvy on our arrival, but the 
sick, being sent on jshore during the day, and 
furnished with a plentiful supply of vegetables, 
fruits, and fresh beef, were completely restored 
to health. 

We left our attentive friends at St. Mary's at 
the end of a fortnight, and bent our course to- 
wards Bombay, just looking into Foule Point, 
where there was an insignificant French settle- 
ment. 
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The day after our departure, a strange sail was 
seen and chased, but, when the Tremendous was 
within a few miles of her, it fell calm. The boats 
rae therefore despatched after her, but, before 
reaching the strange vessel, a breeze again sprang 
up, and away she went ; the Phaeton was at least 
five miles farther off than the Tremendous, and 
as the latter had to pick up her boats, we were 
very shortly ahead of her; but, the night proving 
very dark, we could only obtain uncertain occa- 
sional glimpses. At ten o'clock we lost sight of 
her; had she not tried an unnecessary mnnceuvre 
immediately afterwards, it is most likely she 
would have escaped. A light was detected in 
the direction where we lost sight of the chase, 
sad it was at first concluded to be on board of 
her; but not by our discriminating Captain; lie 
immediately suspected the trick, and hauled up 
two or three points, and in a short time caught 
sight of the cunning rogue with his night- 
Jflass standing away at a right angle to the 
course we had hitherto pursued. A raft had 
been constructed, to which was hung a lantern, 
and it was launched overboard. By this ruse he 
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flattered himself we should have been seduced 
into the error of making for tins ignis fatuus while 
he stood warily away, altering his course eight 
points ; but, unfortunately for the stranger, he had 
to cope with an experienced person, not easily 
deceived : we were consequently soon alongside of 
him. She was a French ship, of four hundred 
tons, La Minerve, bound to Madagascar, from the 
Isle of France, for a cargo of slaves, bidlocks, 
&c. ; it was from this vessel we learned the 
arrival of Admiral Linois at Port Louis. I was 
ordered with an old master's mate into the prize 
to conduct her to India, My arrangements were 
soon completed; in the course of five minutes 
my traps were in the boat, and in five more I 
was installed as second in command on board the 
captured vessel. 

My ambitions feelings were now, as may be sup- 
posed, really gratified ; to be selected from the 
youngsters, as capable of filling a situation of trust, 
was a mark of confidence on the part of the Cap- 
tain that made my heart bound with joy ; in 
short, I was fairly intoxicated with what I regard- 
ed as unexampled good fortune. To have the 
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cliarge of a watch — to be united in the ' command 
and entire direction of a ship with the master's 
mate, Mr. P— 1— r, was something so perfectly 
overwhelming, that I was only roused into a con- 
viction of its reality by old Jack F-l— r giv- 
ing me charge of the deck. The responsibility of 
the office by no means disturbed my self-congra- 
tulations ; like all youths, I only viewed the 
fair side of the picture, perversely casting into the 
background any obnoxious little feelings that 
m$& intrude themselves upon me. 

No newly-dubbed lieutenant could feel half 
so proud of his elevation, or a tenth part of the 
delight at shipping his epaulette, as animated me, 
aoul and body, when the departure of P-l-r from 
dtck left me in command for the following four 
hours; it was a momentous leap in the transition 
of my feelings — from boyish thoughts to those 
appertaining to manhood. I doubt whether any 
°f the squadron kept their appointed station with 
greater exactitude than did the prize that night. 
At daylight I was relieved — the first time, reluc- 
tantly relieved — of my new charge ; but to sleep 
*aa impossible, so I sat myself down in the cabin 
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to revel in all the luxury of unfettered thoug 
upon the importance of my present position. 

The Tremendous and Lancaster rejoined us 
the morning, with another prize in compau 
taken by the boats of the Tremendous out 
Poule Point, to which place she directed h 
course after giving up the chase of La Miner 
to us. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Old Jack F-l-r— The Old and the New School— Propriety of 
enforcing due respect to Officers — Humiliation of it A'ew 
School Lieutenant—Description of Jack F-l-r— The French 
Cook— A Madagascar Princes*— Creiv of LaMinerve — Anx- 
ieties of Office — Adverse Winds — Astronomical Observations 
— Prospect of Famine — A strange Sail — Her Escape — Cruel 
Duippoiuiment — Discovery of Water and Claret on hoard. 

Old Jack F-l-r, the master's mate, at the 
period I am writing of, was truly a disciple of the 
°U school. This appellation is, I believe, trans- 
ferred by the present generation of experienced 
officers to those men who were brought up 
•niidgt the fatigues and perils of the last war ; 
we practical knowledge of these tyroes of a 
Mochde off a lee-shore during the long winter 
lights being confined to striking yards and top- 
"^sta, snug in Hauioaze or Portsmouth harbour, 
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extending at most to a pleasant trip from one 
port to another. Upon the strength of this very 
limited practice, the self-sty] e<l new school 
condemn sa?is ceremonie the better-founded opi- 
nions of their elder brethren — opinions formed 
upon the basis of a long course of experience, 
perseverance, and scientific acquirements — the 
result of a thorough acquaintance with danger, the 
battle-fight, hardships, suffering and death. But, 
whenever England shall be again involved in a 
war, if the disciples of the despised old school 
are not very liberally intermixed with the juveniles, 
so as to counteract the many errors that infallibly 
arise from want of practical experience, (let the 
profession be what it may,) Great Britain may 
yet see the laurel leaves dropping from her brow, 
and tremble for the mastery of the seas. To 
avail myself of a sportsman's simile — young 
hounds on being brought into the field require 
the sagacity and assistance of the old ones to pre- 
vent their running riot, until they have been well 
blooded and can with safety be left to them- 
selves ; for want of such a precaution the best 
breed may be rendered utterly valueless, and may 
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prove the bane of the whole pack. Nevertheless 
the se!f-dubbed new school is composed of true- 
hearted Englishmen, and as such they possess the 
requisite stamina to encounter every difficulty. I 
cannot help cherishing the latent hope, that the 
overweening confidence of youth has much to do 
with the unmeaning declamations and untricd*opi- 
iuihis that we now so often hear hazarded by them 
in our clubs and other places of resort ; and that 
it frequently arises from a species of (inadmissible) 
urirte, engendered by the success that has attended 
their various steps in the ladder of promotion, the 
result either «f parliamentary interest, or high 
connexions, but in which individual merit lias 
bad neither art nor part. In such eases there is 
"idlest y in silence and wisdom in discretion. 

vVlmher our naval commanders deduce their 
ucacent from a long line of honourable and noble 
iDWtiy — whether they derive their birth from 
wuueted parents — or whether they may issue from 
•KM mure lowly point of origin — yet arc they 
"M mid the same in national feeling and patriotic 

1*rfoiir, animated with the same keen desire to 
become the faithful guardians of the interest and 
vol. i. o 
i 
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glory of their country. From the latter portion 
of the community has sprung a large majority of 
tlie most brilliant characters that have for the last 
century adorned the pages of British history, 
and whose splendid services have, in a great pro- 
portion of cases, been rewarded by an elevation to 
the peerage, the highest honour the Crown has it 
in its power to bestow. These are sufficiently in- 
spiring examples to the man of worth, talent, and 
daring enterprise ; at the same time it furnishes 
ns with a useful lesson, and demonstrates most 
forcibly that talents and virtue arc not the growth 
of any particular soil, or indigenous to any parti- 
cular class or station. Let it not, however, be sup- 
posed that I am a bigot to the old school ; I have 
witnessed with the utmost satisfaction the many 
very beneficial improvements that have been in- 
troduced into the service since the Peace. 

Years roll over our heads, and the mind of 
man is happily so constituted that it cannot re- 
main stationary or pledged to any particular line 
of thought or action. It is ever rambling into 
untrodden paths, or employed in clearing those 
that have been in ages past but partially or 
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lightly explored — ever searching out the nature or 
properties of things by various methods, and an 
industrious course of trials and experiments — set- 
ling the most active powers at work to discover 
the multiplied effects of causes and the hidden 
causes of effects. Our systems, whether they 
W of warfare, of policy, or government, must 
Wry, and keep pace with the altered circum- 
stances of the times and the increase of intellec- 
tual power. It is probable that each age has 
embraced the system best adapted to the then 
listing condition of men and things, cautiously 
and wisely suppressing, as opportunities presented 
Wmselvcs, those regulations ani! ordinances that 
'■'trough the agency of innumerable governing 
c ausre had become eitheT useless or inefficient. 
a &d adopting others, which the growing industry 
*nd inventive genius of man rendered applicable 
"id necessary to the future prosperity and well- 
being of the country. 

But let it be remembered, myyoungcontemners 

u ' the old school, that, whatever mity have been 

*b* defects of former systems, it was under their 

influence that England fought and conquered, 

g2 
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that the proud flag of St. George was unfurle 
in triumph to the breeze, ami that the Britis 
navy gained a [lower and a name acknowledge 
and feared by the civilized, as well ns by tl 
remotest, nations of the earth. Forbear, then, th: 
senseless condemnation of every thing relating I 
the service that does not take its date from yoi 
entry into it, viz. the Peace. — Do not forget tli 
youiselves and your system have yet to pa 
through the ordeal of actual service, and that tl 
future honour of your country (when the o 
hands shall have passed away) may rest i 
onerous burthen upon your shoulders, unle 
supported in fact and not by mere argument. 

My ideas of good discipline will doubtless 1 
denominated old-fashioned or obsolete by t 
juveniles, when I affirm that it cannot exist inai 
ship where the full measure of respect is n 
observed towards the captain, officers, and sub* 
dinatcs, according to their relative positions. T 
school in which I was educated was inflexible 
this point of discipline, and. having in many ve 
prominent cases witnessed the good effects of su 
inflexibility, I cannot but regret that the enlijji 
ened notions of *A\e \itesevA. we &k«\4 discard ti 
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frequently an observance upon which depends the 
very essence of our well-doing. As a middy or 
lieutenant, I should as soon have thought of jump- 
ing overboard as of passing a captain or commander 
without the usual salute — a mark of respect which 
i« due to them, and the omission of which, in niy 
humble opinion, ought never to be allowed to pass 
unnoticed. 

When in commission some time since, a knot 
°f the new school lieutenants — who thought touch- 
ing their hats to their superiors, en passant, quite 
8 a act of supererogation — came to the determina- 
tion of omitting it altogether, as being derogatory 
10 their dignity and self-importance : unfortunately 
*w the originator of this display of independence, 
tt travelled by some means to the knowledge of 
ffl Vself and one of my excellent brother officers. 
"e resolved to bring the gentleman up with a 
"ond turn, if we found that he carried his boast- 
ed determination into execution. No notice was 
toser, of the first transgression of etiquette, hoping 
'flat it might not have been intended, and that we 
B sre not observed; the second rencontre passed 
nti d la mtme mani&rt ; but, the third time, having 
given him sufficient latitude, wc cal\eA Vim. \ffl£t 
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and gave him a lecture he could not forget ; his 
mortification was greatly augmented from the re- 
buke having been unconsciously given in the hearing 
of some fair friends of the delinquent, whose tell-tale 
eyes expressed how much they felt for the wound- 
ed dignity of their little hero. Another of these 
sticklers for self-dignity met with no greater en- 
couragement to pursue the newly traced route ; he 
at first vaulted into the saddle of his high horse, 
.saying he was an old officer (dating from the 
Peace), and it was the first time any captain had 
called him to account : to which I could only reply 
that, if such were the case, a greater portion of blame 
must be attached to him than if the error had 
been committed by an inexperienced young man, 
and that, if I had any future cause of complaint, 
I should feel it my duty to report him to the ad- 
miral. My brother officer and myself had the 
pleasure of perceiving that our admonitions pro- 
duced the desired effect. We were of course set 
down by the enlightened gentry as two over- 
bearing, tyrannical, know-nothing fellows, who, 
taking advantage of our situation, sought to debase 
those under us, by insisting upon acts of humility 
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exacted only from menials; although these arc 
the men who are generally found to be the most 
tenacious in requiring from their inferiors that 
portion of respect which they would so unwisely 
withhold from their superiors. It is singular that 
men styling themselves gentlemen, and who have 
been long enough in the profession to arrive at the 
rank of lieutenant, should not sufficiently know the 
rales and regulations of the service, and that they 
so frequently and so ignorant ly separate the indi- 
vidual from the profession, whose zeal for its 
dignity alone influences him to prevent the word 
respect becoming a dead letter in the naval voca- 
bulary, I am convinced it would have been a 
difficult matter to impress upon the minds of the 
aforesaid lieutenants, that it was not respect to 
ourselves which we exacted, (for that of course must 
oopend upon professional merit alone,) but for the 
office we have the honour to fill. It is our due, 
and must be rigidly demanded. Few people 
'oink l esa t uan myself of such outward marks 
"f respect in private life ; but, in harness, 1 
confess I feel too proud of the distinction it con- 
™ to suffer any diminution of the deference 
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allotted to it : a deference gained, I am sure, in the 
estimation of hit countrymen, by the wise conduct 
and gallant daring of so many of its members. 
Where is the man who could be in company with 
Sir James G-M-tSi (and very many of our distin- 
guished officers) without feeling a degree of affec- 
tionate respect bordering on enthusiasm ? For 
myself, I have scarcely ever met him without en- 
traig his wooden leg, considering it as the great- 
est decoration he can bear about him. But he is a 
Irump, and if the juveniles will only take a leaf 
out of his book, they may be pardoned some of 
their indiscreet ideas. 

It is the opinion of our first officers, in which 
I conscientiously join, that respect is one of the 
strongholds by which we govern the moral power 
of the navy ; so essentia] do I deem it to the pre- 
servation of that power, that it was one of the two 
faults I never forgave whenever it came before me 
in the shape of a complaint. This point of disci- 
pline was so well understood by the ship's company, 
that T had very rarely occasion to punish for the 
neglect of it: for the last eighteen months of my 
I'Dinmand, 1 do not remember that I was once 
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obliged to exert my authority on this head. I was 
not leas rigid in requiring from them the same line 
if conduct towards every officer of the squadron. 

Bat I have left my old messmate, Jack F— 1-r, 
in the lurch, whilst descanting upon the doctrines 
of the old and Tiew school. Well then F-l-r 
aigmaUy Berred his time in the merchant service, 
pressed in the West Indies while second mate 
of a West Indiaman, and very soon afterwards 
placed on the quarter-deck. Many years had 
elapsed since he had passed his examination for a 
lieutenant, but want of interest had kept him back. 
He was one of those good-hearted, good-humoured 
fellows, who take the world as it goes, and who 
never tliink it necessary to make themselves mise- 
rable because they cannot have everything their 
o*n way. His rotundity of person, sufficiently 
a mple for a commodore of the first class, stood 
forward as a proof of his having kept in view the 
old adage, " laugh and grow fat." He was a 
thorough practical good seaman ; from the truck 
to tiie kelson here he was perfectly at home ; but 
'H navigation, he was well satisfied with the accu- 
BBJ ui' the old dead reckoning, and deemed a 
g5 
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knowledge of M creator, middle latitude, and par- 
allel sailing with the meridian solar observation, 
perfectly sufficient, and far preferable to all the 
astronomical observations of the star-gazing luna- 
tics, as he dubbed all lunarians. 

As to a knowledge of the basis upon which the 
above rules were founded, that he never troubled 
himself about ; indeed he had a thorough con- 
tempt for every thing that travelled out of what 
he deemed the usual routine of seamanship. He 
was likewise one of those who set their faces com- 
pletely against all improvement in the scientific ai 
well as practical part of our profession, and there- 
fore have I styled him one of the old school : a 
character much more frequently met with at that 
period than at the present epoch, — indeed they 
are now nearly, if not quite, extinct. 

The French mate and a passenger, who proved 
to have been the ci-dftant cook of the French 
Admiral Linois, but who, on the strength of his 
prize-money and savings, had commenced trade 
on his own account, were the only part of the 
French crew that remained, as we believed, on 
board. The latter had, with all the happy gaiety 
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nf his nation, flung his Borrows to the winds, with 
the usual exclamation, C'est la fortune de !a guerre, 
and without further preface volunteered his ser- 
vices to recommence his old occupation in our 
favour. God knows there was not much choice to 
exorcise his ingenuity upon, except salt beef and 
pork ; however, at the commencement of our 
voyage he continued to spread forth a variety of 
smsll dishes of the same material, but so changed 
ill appearance, and bo grateful to the palate, that 
lie called forth repeated thanks even from F-l-r, 
who Lad some doubt, in the first instance, whether 
ne would accept any of his d — d kickshaws. 

On going to the breakfast prepared by our 
volunteer, poor F-l-r appeared to be dumb- 
founded on perceiving a fine-looking mulatto 
young woman already seated at the table. To most 
seamen in our situation the sight of such a crea- 
'Ure would have been an agreeable surprise : not 
so with old F-l— r ; he immediately backed out, 
inquiring who the h-11 we had got in the cabin ; 
ne did not want any petticoats on board ; and 
'^mediately ordered (notwithstanding an ener- 
getic remonstrance on my part,) the signal to 
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1>e made, wishing 1 to spetk the Phaeton, that he 
might request a riddance of his female passenger. 
She was a Madagascar princess, whom the 
French skipper was rc-eonveying to her Dative 
country, whence one of his own countrymen had 
abstracted her. She was a remarkably handsome 
woman, and I have often been puzzled to find 
out what cogent reason could have influenced my 
commanding officer to pursue so ungallant a course 
as that which he instantaneously adopted towards 
the sable princess, thus thrown upon his gene- 
rosity. Had I been two or three years older, T 
should certainly have protested much more vehe- 
mently than I did against such hostile proceedings. 
But Jack was most provokingly stubborn ; whe- 
ther he suspected the charge of her royal high- 
ness,.would encroach too much upon his time, or 
as totally incompatible with the duties he now 
owed to his liege lady " La Minerve," I will not 
pretend to determine, hut certainly some less pow- 
erful motive could scarcely have prompted him to 
make the signal requesting to speak the Phaeton. 
The signal was made, answered, and the request 
of the prize-master immediately complied with. 
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to the great amusement of his friends anil mess- 
mates on board, to whom it ever afterwards formed 
a fruitful source of banter and jest. The depar- 
ture of the poor girl afforded the opportunity of 
malting known our want of provisions, of which 
we received a scanty supply from the drained 
stores of the Phaeton, though sufficient, with 
economy, for the supposed length of time it 
would require to arrive at our destination, iittle 
dreaming of the misery we were fated to expe- 
rience before that object should be accomplished. 

We were ordered to remain in company with 
the squadron, but in case of separation we were 
to make the best of our way to Pointe de Galle 
i" the island of Ceylon. From the dull sailing of 
the Lancaster there appeared every probability of 
OSl being enabled to do so, but on the following 
toy our speed appeared suddenly to desert us ; 
a ' sunset we saw the squadron far ahead for the 
™t time — at daylight we found ourselves alone on 
'he wide waste of waters. 

The greater part of our crew consisted of Las- 
c *tb taken out of the Dutch Itidiaman. This 
*as not an agreeable circumstance. I did not 
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understand a word of their language, nor were 
they better versed in the English tongue ; it was 
only by signs that I could make myself under- 
stood, but at night such a mute medium of com- 
munication was useless. I felt an increase of ner- 
vous apprehension whenever an extra puff of wind 
or a black cloud passed over us, threatening the 
necessity of shortening sail ; I had an indescri- 
bable dread of carrying away any spar in my 
watch, anticipating a terrible attack upon my re- 
putation as a seaman on this my first appointment 
to trust, and at the same time fearing that a too 
premature reduction of sail might lay me open to 
the silent criticisms of our blue jackets. 

I watched every dark cloud of a gusty night 
with painful anxiety, tnd soon found out that, if 
I was elevated in my own opinion by my appoint- 
ment, the promotion had its drawbacks in its 
additional responsibility. 

I have since felt that each succeeding step in. 
the ladder of promotion brings with it its counter- 
acting charm when the novelty of the acquisition 
has passed away. But a short time soon enabled 
us to chatter away with our dark-coloured ship- 
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mates; and before a fortnight had elapsed I was 
sufficiently versed in their strange lingo to work 
the ship tolerably well. " Bivrra guy braace, n1 
and " Terickity guy braace lug," soon became as 
familiar to me as (< brace up the fore and main 
top-sail yards." 

Being now enabled to explain my orders upon 
any emergency that might require quick attention 
and execution, I threw overboard a load of anxiety ; 
and, having become accustomed to the scarcity of 
bands, compared with those on board my own 
ship, a greater degree of confidence sprang up in 
my mind, much to my own comfort. 

I do not know any better trial for a middy who 
* acquainted with the rudiments of his profession 
taart that which involves the charge of a prize : he 
is in a great measure thrown upon his own re- 
sources; it brings into play all the knowledge he 
niayhave acquired, and excites a laudable desire 
to perfect himself in whatever he maybe deficient. 
The appointment is justly considered a com- 
pliment, and the hid so honoured must be sadly 
deficient in principle and generous feeling, should 
" e prove himself unworthy of the confidence re- 
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posed in him by his commanding officer — at onc«^ 
destroying the fair prospect afforded him of fix — 
ing his character for stability, seamanship, and 
scientific acquirement. I am persuaded that a 
few months so occupied do more to mature a 
young officer's knowledge, both with respect to 
seamanship and navigation, than treble the time 
passed in his own ship, however high her state of 
discipline may be. 

I now enter upon a recital of suffering, the 
remembrance of which clings to my mind with a 
tenacity which no period of time can obliterate. 
On parting with the scpiadron, ive immediately put 
ourselves upon a reduced allowance, to prepare for 
any casualty we might experience on our voyage. 

We stood on the larboard tack to the south- 
ward, to get out of the S. E. winds, in hopes of 
finding a westerly breeze to run down our longi- 
tude. On getting into thirty degrees south la- 
titude, we lost the trades; but, the wind still 
hanging light to the eastward, we kept on till we 
reached 38° or 39°; here we were becalmed. After 
experiencing light airs and calms for gome days, 
tlic wind springing up fresh from the 
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determined F— 1— r to stand again to the north- 
ward, to try the middle passage. He was a 
stranger in the Indian Ocean, or he would, per- 
taps, have persevered to the southward till he had 
succeeded in obtaining a westerly breeze. This 
uneipected disappointment had the effect of caus- 
fignn little anxiety to F—l-r and myself, who alone 
w cre aware that at the expiration of three weeks 
*« were farther from our port than at starting. - 

The provisions were now narrowly inspected, 
and a further reduction in the allowance took 
plsw, to meet the extended period of our voyage. 
Though sadly disappointed in our expectation of 
**>t finding a westerly wind, we comforted our- 
selves with the hope that, as it was not to be 
™utid to the southward, we should certainly meet 
with it to the northward of the trades. A good 
*»y-up on the starboard tack diminished our re- 
gret, and away we went ; but as we decreased our 
ktitude, the wind veered more to the eastward, 
"id in crossing the trades it never moved to the 
southward of E. S. E. and was frequently East: 
Aia was not a pleasing prospect, but still nothing 
serious was apprehended. We had no Nautical 
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Almanack, but I had luckily found a copy of dis- 
tances of the principal stars and the sun and 
moon, calculated to the meridian of Paris, as well 
as the moon's horizontal parallax and semidi- 
ameter for the then four approaching months ; 
I was therefore enabled, whenever the distance 
was within 90 degrees, to get a lunar with my 
quadrant. 

By taking alternate altitudes of the sun and 
moon, noting the elapsed time, then a set of dis- 
tances, and again the altitudes of the moon and 
sun, I easily obtained the respective altitudes of 
both, corrected to the mean distance, and, by 
allowing the difference between the meridians of 
London and Paris, obtained my longitude. 

A quadrant is not much to be depended upon 
for accuracy in observations requiring so great 
a nicety as lunars ; yet, as I always noted that 
the adjustments were correct, previously to taking 
them, and found that the whole invariably agreed 
in placing us to the westward of P— I— r's dead 
reckoning, I began to feel confident that they were 
tolerably correct. Every succeeding observation 
increased the amount of difference between our 
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computations ;■ but I was not yet sufficiently bold 
to argue the point with my commanding officer, — 
a virtual intimation that he was wiong and I was 
right: an opportunity however, presenting itself of 
determining our position with greater accuracy, 
the result of which confirmed my former observa- 
tions, I became decided in opinion that truth was 
on my side of the question. 

Accordingly I brought forward, as I hoped, un- 
answerable proofs in support of the position I had 
assumed ; but I had miscalculated my powers of 
rhetoric : an address to the winds would have 
proved equally successful ; I was laughed at, and 
derided. It was the presumption of a boy wish- 
ing to teach " his granny to suck eggs." The ridi- 
cule with which he treated my pretensions had no 
effect in undermining my confidence, which each 
succeeding observation only tended to confirm. 

A strong trade brought us, about the fifteenth 

day of our turning northwards, into eleven degrees 

of latitude where we lost the regular wind ; and 

ten days' contention with calms and light variable 

renewed our uneasiness, for during this time 

did not near our port fifty mdes. 



Our situation now became seriously alarming: 
was evident we must endure much misery, unless 
we had the good fortune to meet with speedy relief. 
The trade winds were looked uport as preferable 
to these calms; and, desperate as the resource ap- 
pear^ with scarcely a month's provision remaining 
at a cruelly reduced allowance, we again stretched 
away to the southward. 

On arriving at the southern limits of the S. E. 
winds, the same unfortunate weather which we 
bad before experienced in that quarter awaited us. 
Our state had changed from bad to worse. With 
the prospect of starvation before us the question 
was discussed whether the bitter alternative of 
running for the Isle of France, and giving ourselves 
up to the enemy, was not the best course to lie 
adopted under our painful ci re urn stances : the idea 
was rejected by my worthy messmate as too galling 
to British seamen, and we prepared to struggle 
manfully with the grim tyrant Famine. 

We had been victualled below the full allowance 
for two months ; seven weeks of that time liad ex- 
pired: it was Christmas, and we were nearly 3000 
miles from our port, by the only track left us to 
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pursue (the north-east monsoon blowing to the 
northward of the equator), with no hope of our 
remaining store holding out to support us thither. 
All hands were now summoned, and our true 
situation was made known : the provisions were 
again overhauled, and a poor exhibition it proved : 
ten days would suffice for the consumption OT our 
miserable pittance of meat, and, though the bread 
distributed at one biscuit per diem to each man 
might last a month, yet these said biscuits, having 
been scooped out very cleverly by the cockroaches, 
"are, by such officious doings, reduced to some- 
thing less than half their original weight and sub- 
Ktoee, Our only hope of succour was based on 
'he slender chance of falling in with some vessel. 

After carefully re-stowing every fragment of our 
provisions, we again turned our head to N. E. 
In latitude 16° south and about 75" east longi- 
tude, a strange sail was discovered about three p.m. 
timing before the wind apparently in chase of us. 
Perceiving that she was a large frigate-built vessel, 
we concluded she was a French cruiser returning to 
"ie Mauritius, and off we started to the south- 
* a 'u ; the stranger, altering his course after us, 
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confirmed the first impression ; but scarcely 
was every stitcli of sail set to get clear of him, when 
our melancholy state of destitution appeared in 
its full force, and it was soon agreed that it was 
better to run the risk of being made prisoners 
than face the almost certain destruction that await- 
ed us. It was therefore resolved to chase instead 
of being chased, which had scarcely been adopted, 
when the stranger altered his course to pass some 
distance ahead of us : this gave us additional 
confidence, and both vessels having considerably 
nearcd each other, the idea of her being a cruiser 
gave way to the opinion of her being a captured 
English ship. She was a fine daslnng-iooking 
vessel, about 800 tons, with a tier of ports ; but we 
were in no state to stand upon trifles, and old 
F— 1-r, getting our four four-poundcrs over on the; 
starboard side, intended, should she prove an. 
enemy, to give her the contents, run alongside, 
and board. 

Everybody looked upon oflr deliverance fronx 
the fate impending over us by friend or foe as 
certain, for we were so placed that it appearetl 
improbable she could escape us. The chances were, 
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that, with such a handful of men, we should make 
a Scotch prize of ourselves (for the Lascars were 
out of the question), but hunger, they say, will 
break through stone walls, and eertainly we had 
■ less difficult task to perforin : had we succeeded 
in getting alongside, there is no knowing how far 
the fortune of war might have favoured us. 

On nearing her within half a mfle, we hoisted 
Hamburg colours ; but no notice was taken of 
ttam, farther than hauling up another point or 
two to get clear of us, We then hoisted a whift as 
angnalto speak with him ; this being equally disre- 
garded and no colours shown, we determined upon 
hostilities. Every endeavour was now exerted to 
get alongside, and, when within a cable's length, 
the English ensign was displayed, and a shot 
thrown across his fore foot. This messenger evi- 
r J ■ - r i r J ■.- caused much bustle and apparent indecision 
for the moment, but her commander soon deter- 
mined to run for it : he immediately put his helm 
"P> Bet his larboard studding sails, (which he had 
previously taken in,) and succeeded in crossing our 
no * within pistol-shot without the possibility of 
0, lf running her on board, from her great superi- 






ority of sailing. We could only give hiin the 
contents of our popguns en passant, with a volley 
of small arms : before we could reload them she 
had shot ahead, going right before the wind. Find- 
ing she sailed two feet to our one, the chase was 
abandoned in despair. She showed no colours, 
m> r i lid she return even a musket-shot ; on crossing 
us, all hercrew disappeared, except the man at the 
wheel, and another who was doubtless her com- 
manding officer. 

We learned at a later period that she was an 
English country ship, prize to a privateer, and suc- 
ceeded in getting into the Isle of France. 

This incident rendered us doubly miserable; 
the cup of hope had been offered to our parched 
lips, and when with eager haste we stretched forth 
our hands to seize and quaff its contents, it was 
rudely dashed away, exposing to our view in 
aggravated colours the improbability of an event, 
upon the realization of which, existed our only 
chance of succobr and escape from the impending 
misery that menaced us. 

With a sombre feeling, almost amounting to 
despair, we again hauled to the wind on the 
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starboard tack, cursing the savage feeling of the 
stranger for avoiding all communication with us . 
the selfishness of grief precluding us from duly 
tauude&ng the obvious and natural inference to 
lie fairly deduced from the hostile attitude we had 
■Mined towards him on his refusal to speak 
"itli us. Had one hundredth part of the male- 
dictions heaped upon him taken effect, he would 
never have attained hi* destination. 

I had hitherto kept up my spirits tolerably 
K dl. but I gave way under this bitter disappoint- 
ment, and on retiring to my eot burst into tears : 
^e picture I drew to myself of our probable fate 
wniahed sleep from my eyelids, and the summons 
1" nlieve the deck pfbvcd a welcome intrusion 
u pon my melancholy thoughts. 

Tl igh the hold had been ransacked, as may 

^J be supposed, still it had not undergone a 
re ?ular scrutiny: we had been assured by the 
'^ncli mate that nothing eatable would be found 
le re ; and the ship's papers confirming Ins asser- 
'"l, it had been abandoned. 
The vessel had been fitted out for the express 
P^ose of procuring slaves and bullocks, and, as 
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it was intended to lay in their stuck of prow 
at Madagascar, only a sufficient quantity liad becr» 
shipped at the Isle of France for the short voyage 
between the two islands. The hold was princi- 
pally filled with water-casks and a quantity of hay 
and straw for the bullocks. It was a fortunate cir- 
cumstance that we were thus amply provided with 
water — a blessing to be duly appreciated by those 
only who have experienced the want of it within 
the tropics. 

Notwithstanding the ill success attending our 
former search, it was now determined to overhaul 
every thing again. We therefore set to work, and 
to our great joy found snugly stowed away in the 
centre of tlie hold, betw^n the water-casks, two 
cases of excellent Bordeaux claret, containing six 
dozen each. We should have preferred something 
more substantial, but it was a godsend, and we 
were deeply grateful. 

I ascribe to this fortunate discovery the preser- 
vation of our lives. The cases were emptied of 
their contents, that every man might see the 
exact quantity in them, and carefully stowed away 
again. 



I 
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We determined to husband this treasure with 
the greatest care, and it was therefore agreed that 
not more than a wine-glassful of the precious juice 
should be allotted to each man morning 1 and even- 
ing. In addition to this good luck, we found two 
small bags of bran, of which we made thin gruel ; 
it was sour as verjuice, and played the very devil 
with nur intestines ; nevertheless, we had not the 
'wart to throw the tormenting beverage away. It 
was literally Hobson's choice, and so we continued 
tiihink and suffer, and drink again. 
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About 80' east longitude and 10° south. 1; 
tudc, we again got light baffling airs and calms, 
accompanied by heavy rains and occasional squalls. 

Not an ounce of meat of any kind was now 
left, and the scanty fare upon wliich we had for 
some time subsisted began to make sensible alter- 
ations in the appearance of tlie crew ; their coun- 
tenances plainly indicating exhausted strength and 
harrowed feelings. In another fortnight every 
crumb of biscuit had been distributed, and n 



and now 
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out situation became painful to agony. Since 
losing the trades, we hail not made more than six 
degrees of longitude to the eastward, and nine or 
leu degrees of latitude to the northward. We 
*ere about four hundred miles from Dondra Head, 
hut the track we were obliged to pursue in order 
to reach it was nearer one thousand. 

We tried boiled Lay, but it yielded no nourish- 
ment. We then resorted to the raw hide that cov- 
ered the laniards of the lower and topmast rigging ; 
'twas boiled, scraped, and when that failed in era- 
dicating the hair, it was submitted to the ordeal of 
Ere to effect our purpose, and then boiled again : 
tliis afforded us some slight relief, for we were 
OTenous ; but tiie mastication it required may 
™e readily conceived. I enjoyed the scanty meal, 
" stick it could be called. Not a particle of hide 
*» left upon any part of the rigging. 

A cat reduced to skin and bones had previously 
bee n sacrificed to our hunger. Even at this dis- 
knee of time it is painful to recall the scenes of 
distress that were constantly before me ; the loud 
^mentations of some, the silent despair of others : 
»nd frequently have I heard the suggestion t 
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self-destruction as the best mode of avoiding f 
ther protracted suffering. I can scarcely depict 
my own agonised thoughts aud feelings as each 
succeeding day appeared to render more certain 
the fate impending over us. The idea of perish- 
ing in bo miserable, so ignoble a manner, far 
away from friends and country, was too much 
for my young mind to bear, and as the becalm- 
ed sails flapped against the masts, I gave way to 
uncontrollable grief. 

Every cat's paw of wind in the distance was 
watched with painful eagerness; giving birth to 
hope only to make us feel with redoubled bitter- 
ness the disappointment of our evanescent expec- 
tations. 

So long as I could exclude from busy memory 
family and friends, I was, I think, more collected 
than many of my shipmates ; but when home, 
with all its smiling faces, floated in soft visions 
before my excited imagination, my heart throbbed 
with increased agony. 

At times I fancied I could devour anything that 
was placed before me ; at others a sickness stole 
over me that made rac loathe the very idea 



• idea of 
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food — then again hunger resumed its overbearing 1 
sway. The claret and abundance of water proved 
our salvation, for all sorts of food had failed us. 

In after periods, when I have seen the pam- 
pered menials of our prosperity reject the food 
that would have filled every heart with joy, and 
tiisd every voice in thanksgiving to the Father 
of all Mercies, on board that vessel of despairing 
hearts, of attenuated frames, and weakened powers 
of mind, I have blessed God that he crashed the 
had of incipient rebellion then springing i" my 
heart to his decrees, and that the chastening 
l>*n<l, which inflicted upon ine in my youth the 
potest extent of mortal suffering, had prepared 
cm to value future blessings, and to receive with 
deeper gratitude those gifts which, from being so 
hvishly bestowed upon us, are unheeded by the 
multitude, who never felt the gnawing pain of 
bunker or the depth of despair. 

In this state, while stretched on my bed ru- 
"Wttting on our desolate condition, I heard 
*-J-r directing the watch to square away the 
after-yards ; and immediately afterwards the sud- 
■len heeling over of the vessel, and the creaking of 
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the bulk-heads, gave joyful evidence that a favour- 
able breeze had sprung up. I mounted the deck, 
when I was overjoyed to find my hopes confirmed 
by a fine westerly breeze, and with every appear- 
ance of its continuance, driving us along at the 
rate of eight or nine knots an hour. 

My delight had scarcely been expressed, when 
I descried a shoal of bonito and albacore ap- 
proaching the ship ; I jumped forward, seized 
the grains, and, soon seated on the spritsail- 
vard, anxiously waited their approach. How in- 
tensely, how painfully anxious, few can form an 
adequate idea. I felt as if suddenly invigorated 
with strength, and, as they glided across our bows, 
I threw the grains successfully into one of about 
thirty pounds weight ; in two minutes, with the 
assistance of those who were equally anxious with 
myself, the fish was safely landed on the deck, 
quivering in the agonies of death. No time was 
lost in extricating the barbed grains from its body, 
and in less than three minutes more, my success- 
ful aim had again pierced one much larger than 
the first. A third time I had plunged it into 
mother of the finny tribe ; but here my j 



fortune deserted me : it was a large albacnre, the 
staff broke, but the grains, being firmly set in the 
thick of its back, still held ; when within a foot 
of the gunwale, anil within an instant of being 
Mt&ed, a violent effort on the part of the tor- 
tured fish carried away the line, and we lost 
grains and albacore together. It was a bitter loss; 
the former was irreparable, but the latter was the 
most regretted for the moment. 

But we had reason to be thankful for this 
seasonable relief — never was I so expert a marks- 
am 

Every man of us was renovated. Lower, top- 
mast, and top-gallant studding sails were soon 
expanded to the breeze — and Hope, that assuager 
of the bitterest misfortune, again visited with 
siotbing influence our dejected little community. 
The favourable breeze, my fortunate dexterity, and 
'hi- prospect of being still able to attain our des- 
tination, awakened brighter hopes, and shed a 
gleam of satisfaction around us. It might be 
supposed that among starving men the fish would 
Itave been immediately and indiscriminately de- 
voured ; but distress had taught us wisdom, and 
h5 
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without a dissentient voice to the proposed i 
tribution of half a pound a man, the remainder, 
about sixty pounds, was carefully salted and con- 
signed to the pick!e-tub. 

This supply of food had a wonderful effect 
upon the crew ; looks of despair and misery gave 
place to something akin to joy and congratula- 
tion : and though our rate of sailing dropped to 
five or six knots after sunset, the hope of reaching 
Hog Island, where we could at least procure 
some rice, appeared so probable, that it did not 
damp the bright vision that had resuscitated us. 

My lunars had been abandoned, but now I 
again set to work and found that we were between 
five and six degrees to the westward of F— 1-r's 
calculations, thereby making our distance from 
Hog Island about three hundred and thirty milea- 

farther off than he imagined : but on him my ob 

serrations had no effect ; he placed no relianc^z? 
upon them, anticipating that two or three days 
would bring us in sight of the much wishcd-fc->J- 
j si and. 

The following morning damped our i 
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the wind had diminished to a three-knot 
breeze, and all our fears were recurring thick and 
fast upon us — still the salted fish tended to 
banish utter hopelessness. 

During the night I had obtained the distance 
of stare to the eastward anil westward of the moon, 
which cmifirmed my observations of the previous, 
dny ; I therefore felt positive as to our position 
within twenty or thirty miles. 1 could not there- 
fore indulge in the sanguine expectations of 
F-l-r and the crew, who naturally enough felt 
stwater confidence in him as a navigator than in 
myself. All 1 could do was to prepare them for 
^appointment. At noon we were one degree 
ni'U hall' to the northward of the equator, being 
"He degree more than the dead reckoning gave us 
^Di the preceding day, and by F— l-r's account 
m -Jjr gut. By the lunars we were not farther 
*4naeed than 88'. The wind continued gradually 
10 decrease, but the prize-master, believing we 
must make Hog Island in the course of the fol- 



ding day, was elated 
'"fipt ao far to the northward. 



we hod been 
Being confident <i 
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his error, I was the most dejected iwdividui 
the sliip. For three (lays wc continued steering to 
the eastward, making but little progress. 

Two-thirds of our stock of fish 'were now ex- 
pended, and the remaining quantity ih 1 such a pu- 
trid state that none but poor devils situated as 
we were would have borne it williin hail of their 
olfactory nerves, much less have devoured it with 
the appetites of ogres. During the night we were 
taken aback by a light air from the eastward ; we 
had caught the north-east monsoon. When morn- 
ing broke and no land was discovered, poor F— 1— r's 
countenance, (now that he could no longer in- 
dulge in his fallacies respecting Hog Island,) was 
the picture of agonized conviction ; and, when 
skreencd from the observation of the men, he gave 
way to his feelings. We had now onlv to push 
for Ceylon, our original destination. To reach it 
with the nearly exhausted remains of the bonito, 
appeared impossible ; but no choice remained, 
and when the wind freshened up to a strong- 
breeze, and every chance of getting hold of thf^ 
island had vanished, poor Jack, in gloomy de- 
spondence, ordered the course to be change 
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e westward. Now came my turn to cheer up, 
although the prospect was dismal enough; for the 
lunars which showed we were so much farther 
from Hog Island than the dead reckoning, 
placed ns, of course, in an equal degree nearer 
the port for which we were now steering. I 
therefore pointed out to my messmate that, as 
he now knew himself to be wrong, it was pro- 
hable that my calculations were correct, and that 
it would be absolutely necessary to haul up 
and get into the latitude of Dondra Heail ; but, 
singular infatuation ! I could not, with all my 
eloquence, convince him of its expediency. Even 
tad I been in error, the course proposed would 1 
liave made but a trifling difference ; but should it 
P'ove otherwise, our doom was certain. By a 
eontin nance in the track proposed by him we 
rnu st pass to the southward, miss the island, and 
inevitably perish. He based his objections to my 
Proposal upon two points — loss of ground, and 
deadening the ship's way by sailing so much 
Hearer the wind. — " It is true," he said, " I may 
"° one or two degrees out in my longitude ; but 
:i difference of five or six — it is impossible ." 
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" Do you suppose, sir," he continued, " t 
you know better than I do, who came to sea be- 
fore you were bom ?" 

" No: — but you may be mistaken; besides, 
you will only act upon the safe side by getting 
into the latitude of the Head, well to the eastward." 

" Very well ; the course we are now steering 
will bring us into the latitude at least two degrees 
to the eastward." 

" Say to the westward," I replied. 

" Jemmy my boy, you fancy yourself much 
more knowing in navigation than your neighbours." 

" I am sorry you think so ; but the luru 
they all agree, how do you account for that ? 

" I tell you again they are all d — d nonsense ; 
supposing they were good for any thing, how the 
devil can you take the observations by yourself 
correctly, when you ought to have two hands to 
assist you ?" 

I gave up the argument in dismay and retired, 
to the cabin, impressed with the conviction tlia*. 
death must overtake us. Two days afterwards, we 
were literally without a morsel of Tood of any 
kind, In this situation we discovered 



a sail 
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the souft*rard, .close hauled on the larboard 
tack, with treble-reefed topsails and courses : the 
helm was immediately put up to close the stranger, 
out wln-n vitllih five or six miles of her, apparent- 
ly a large country ship, she bore round up before 
ilk' wiLnl, *mi, netting every stitch of sail that 
could be packecVutl her. did her utmost to get clear 
of ua. The chase was prolonged for some hours, 
till the evident inutility of continuing it, from 
tta hopelessness of overtaking her, induced us to 
give it up, and again keep on our course. Here 
ajpin was the prospect of relief offered to ourlong- 
!1| g eyes only to recoil with an accumulated bitter- 
ne ss of disappointment upon our now exhausted 
minds and bodies. 

By chasing the stranger so far to the south-west, 
* e reduced to an impossibility in my mind any 
*ttM of making Ceylon, according to F-l— r's 
"Wrist c mode of reckoning. I begged, I prayed 
"'"J. to haul up to the northward ; I felt that my 
' M t hope must expire if this step was not speedily 
^lopted. After entreating with all the energy of 
tri 'Micd feeling, he at last ae'eeded to my request, 
more in abandonment of all hope than with the 
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belief I could be right :— we ihcrefore hauled up 
N. W. i N. and the following noon Dondra Head 
bore N. W. 190 miles by the lunars. 

We had now arrived at that pitch of bodily suf- 
fering, of mortal agony, when the mind of man, 
though emanating from the divine essence of his 
Maker, throws aside all the noble attributes of his 
nature, and with the ferocity of beasts of prey thirsts 
for the blood of his unoffending fellow-creatures. 
Yes, to such a state of desperation were intellec- 
tual beings reduced by the maddening pangs of 
hunger, that they might from their savage feeling 
liave herded with the lion in his den, or followed 
in the track of the tiger. — My blood fro7.e in its 
current through my veins, when I found the 
intention of sacrificing a prisoner animating the 
death-like countenances of the crew; and yet these 
men had hearts that once had throbbed with 
every kindly feeling, and would have recoiled in 
horror from the spilling of human blood except 
" amid the battle fight." Inscrutable are the 
ways of God, who sometimes permits an extent 
of human agony only to point out to us what ab- 
ject things we may become. I do not think 
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•mount of suffering would have tempted me to 
support nature upon such dreadful means ; but it 
is presumptuous at this distance of time to pro- 
nounce upon what my final resolution might have 
been in a situation where I was goaded by despair 
and beset with the ravening pangs of hunger. A 
few short weeks before, and with what disgust 
iliouM I have shrunk from the bare idea of satis- 
fying the cravings of nature with part of an emaci- 
ated eat, the hairs of which were alone removed, 
'lie skin being pronounced too precious a morsel 
to be ilispensed with ; or of exercising my masti- 
cating powers on raw hide, that had received many 
'■> rout of tar and blacking; — such things are, 
Mill should have esteemed myself comparatively 
" a PPy had the same sustenance been then placed 
Wore me. 

Roused almost to madness by the intended 
orifice, I besought the fiercest of the determined 
'"hi around me to postpone so sickening an im- 
molation to the shrine of dire Necessity, until 
lw eiHy-four hours had elapsed, when I doubted 
""t that the altered course I was now permitted 
l " steer would reward their self-denial by the 
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blessed eight of land. In sullen mood they ac- 
ceded to my wishes, and I lent all the feeble ener- 
gies of my tortured mind to prevent so revolting 
a consummation of our miseries. By carrying on 
as much sail as the vessel could stagger under, 
we were getting eight and a half and nine knots 
out of her; and fortunately the spars and sails 
stood, except the loss of the fore-top-gallant sail. 
To detail all I felt that anxious night is im- 



At eight o'clock the next morning we had run 
an hundred and sixty nriles, and consequently by 
my account, deduced from the last lunar observa- 
tion, were only thirty miles distant from the land. 
twas blowing strong from the north-cast, with a 
ick hazy atmosphere : not one of my fellow 
sufferers was looking out for the land ; they all lay 
shrouded in the mantle of despair. Oh ! how in — 
tently did I endeavour to penetrate the mist tha."*. 
bounded my view to one or two miles. Foulit 
bells had struck, F-l-r was below, and, except the 
helmsman at the wheel, I was the only being on the 
deck, leaning over the weather gangway, intently 
gazing in the direction I expected to see the land : 
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was clearing away, when, on the verge of 
the horizon, I fancied I perceived the looming 
of the coast. My eyeballs were now strained 
enough to start from their sockets ; 1 scarcely 
breathed ; the throbbing of my heart, as each suc- 
ceeding minute strengthened the hopes and fears 
that by turns agitated my bosom, increased to such 
painful intensity that my head grew dizzy, and 
unreal visions floated before my aching sight. 
Suddenly the sun burst forth in all its glory, the 
v «poury mist rolled away and discovered to my 
Mlious view the island of Ceylon in all its beau- 
tiful variety of lull and valley, and our true posi- 
•wa, at once determined by the well known land- 
marks of the Elephant and Chimney Hills, I was 
"»a6xed to the spot — no cry of joy escaped my 
''PS — a revulsion of feeling .shook my frame to the 
"uiibilalion of speech or action : it lasted but a 
"mute, Nature resumed her sway, and oh ! with 
*W uncontrollable ecstasy I shouted " 'Tis the 
tad ! 'tis the land ! w I can imagine all that a cri- 
"■'aal on the verge of eternity must experience 
Utn lie receives a reprieve from death ; but it 
w °iild be difficult to believe, however strong that 
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feeling may be, that it could equal all that I felt 
upon this occasion. I ran to the cabin and re- 
ported to F-l-r the pleasing intelligence. 

"You are mistaken, Jemmy," said he; "it 
cannot be." 

" It is, it is, indeed it is ! Convince your own 
eyes ; we arc not seven miles off." 

" You are distracted, my boy ; your upper 
works are gone." 

" No, no, they arc not, it is the land." But the 
joyful news had now penetrated the ears and 
hearts of all on board, causing every poor wretch 
to crawl upon deck, and "The land, the land !" 
rang in such universal chorus that F-l-r, hastily 
quitting his bed, mounted the deck and at once 
convinced himself of my sanity. I was now com- 
pletely overcome, and, sinking on my knees, I 
poured ont my thanksgiving to a gracious Provi- 
dence for the goodness he had vouchsafed to us : 
a torrent of tears relieved my overcharged mind, 
and I rose subdued, but comforted ; nor has the 
remembrance of that hour of mercy ever failed to 
have its effect even in the moments of levity and 
iccnco that too often attend a sailor s life. 



A NAVAL LIFE. IbO 

Recovering in some degree my composure, I 
again ascended the deck to feast my eyes upon 
terra firma. We had borne up, running along 
shore for Dondra Head, the great Basses not 
more than half a mile off; the coast, with all its 
silvery beach exposed to view, gladdening the 
hearts of the late desponding sufferers. Every 
man gave vent to I113 joyful feelings, and many an 
inward prayer was offered to that Being to whose 
mercy we felt indebted for our preservation. After 
the first ebullition of joy, F— I-r, in presence of all 
lands, acknowledged that they were indebted to 
me for our land-fall. Among them appeared the 
French cook whom I have before mentioned ; his 
place had long been a sinecure, and the once gay 
Frenchman, resigning himself into the arms of 
dwpur, had occupied his hammock for many days, 
acting in its solitude the approach of the over- 
whelming fate that menaced us. The poor wretch 
could scarcely crawl up the hatchway, so pitiable 
*as his condition ; he threw his arms around me, 
MY ing, " Dieu vtnu benisse ! Dieu vous bhiisse, 
Mtm&ieur S. -'" and overcome with this exertion, 
he sank on his knees weeping like a child. 
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I shall here mention an act of self-denial and 
generosity on the part of this poor fellow, the 
extent of which can only be appreciated by those 
who have experienced a similar calamity, or have 
been exposed to similar temptation. As soon as 
his convulsive sobs would permit him to speak, he 
called me to him, "Approohez vous, approilui 
vous, mon enfant. Jc vous dois la vie, descendez 
a monliamac, et vous y tn.mverez deux biscuits; ils 
sont faufiles dans mon oreiller, prenez les, ils sont i- 
vous." He had preserved them through weeks of 
suffering until the last and worst necessity, and, 
though writhing under the terrible pangs of hunger, 
lie generously bestowed his little all upon me. I 
did not require a second intimation, and, as I was 
the only Englishman on board who understood 
the French language, the communication was un- 
heeded by those around us. I descended alone, 
and found on unripping the pillow one biscuit and 
a half deposited therein : the moiety I gave to 
the poor cuininier, and the other I divided with 
F— 1— r, whose ample habiliments hung in loose 
array upon his former portly person, something 
resembling a " purser's shirt upon a handspike." 
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The addition of a glass of claret, for we had still 
a small quantity, lent some degree of vigour to 
my exhausted frame. 

Although the promised haven was now almost 
in eight, the failure of our breeze took from us all 
hope of reaching it till the following morning. A 
heavy squall at midnight off the land obliged us 
to lower our topsails, and a dead calm followed. 
Our distress on finding, as daylight appeared, that 
v e had been drifted by a strong westerly current 
twenty to thirty miles to the westward of our port, 
would have been insupportable had we not dis- 
covered a large ship within two miles of us ; the 
fruit outline of the high land was alone visible. 
It was inBtantly determined upon sending a boat 
tiller; but before it was cleared away, the stranger, 
•howas observed to have a light air from the south- 
west, wore round and stood in for the land ; in less 
tMtt five minutes we caught the breeze, and began, 
K fast as our feeble powers would allow us, to 
n&kesail in the same direction. The topsails had 
not been hoisted since the squall of the preceding 
m ?ht, and with great difficulty we got them up 
°De after the other to the mast-heads ; it was, I 
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should fancy, at least half an hour before all sail 
was set. A wliift was hoisted as a signal to speak 
with him, of which no notice was taken, farther 
than showing English colours. Ours, English en- 
sign over the French, were displayed in return. 
The stranger being on our lee bow, it is possible 
the fly of the tricolor was more frequently visible 
to liim than the flag that surmounted it ; but to 
render both perfectly so we hauled up for a few 
minutes to assure him of our true character ; this 
manoeuvre, however, produced a contrary effect 
to that desired. As we sailed pretty equally, lie 
maintained his distance. At noon Pointe de 
Galle flag-staff was seen from the lower yards. The 
stranger hoisted the signal for a pilot ; we did llie 
same. Presently he opened his stern chasers, 
which drew forth the remark that it was a new 
mode of enforcing the signal for a pilot. Anxious 
to obtain one as soon as himself, we fired away 
likewise. About 4 p.m. without waiting to re- 
ceive one, he ran into the inner harbour and an- 
chored. Observing the track he had pursued, we 
determined to follow him ; but on nearing the en- 
again under weigh, hoisted 



but immediately brought up -with another anchor. 
At this time we were within a quarter of a mile of 
the passage, when a twenty-four pounder from the 
Fort whistled across our bows, and ricocheted fur 
beyond us. However surprised we might be at 
this salutation, we were too hard passed to heed 
it beyond brailing up the spanker to enable them 
clearly to distinguish our colours. In less than a 
minute another messenger flew over our mast- 
heads: still we stood on, when two more shots were 
discharged, evidently intended to hull us ; one of 
tbem cutting away the main buntlines about six 
feet above the deck, the other striking the water 
within a foot of our rudder. As it was now pretty 
plain »e were not to be admitted, the helm was 
put hard a-lee, and the anchor let go, all standing. 
It was fortunate we did so, or the contents of the 
whole artillery that frowned from the battlements 
would in ;l few seconds have been poured upon our 
devoted heads — a finale to our sufferings which 
at that moment we by no means contemplated 
« desired. A country boat was soon seen pull- 
ing towards us ; she was alongside in a trice, but 
brought merely a laconic note " To the Com- 



t 



170 RECOLLECTIONS OP 

mantling Officer of the ship lit anchor."" — "The 
Commandant requests the Commander oT the ship 
just anchored to repair immediately on shore in 
the boat sent herewith." In a deplorable plight 
F-l-r obeyed the summons. When he arrived 
at the government house the Commandant was 
sitting 1 down to dinner : our dismal story was soon 
told, but before it could be half uttered the Co- 
lonel's hospitable board was cleared, a round of" 
beef, fowls, vegetables, bread, i;c. were despatched, 
and in a few minutes the same boat was seen re- 
turning freighted with the precious viands. Tke 
provisions were no sooner handed up than a scene 
ensued which beggars description ; no pack of 
hungry hounds could have contended more fiercely 
for a savoury bone than did our famished crew for 
the governor's dainties. The spoils remained with 
the stronger party. Poor 'PilgarUck,' to whom 
the good things were consigned, had not the luck 
to procure even a bite. But I was soon compen- 
sated by the European soldiers, who, on hearing 
of our sorry condition, had hastily collected all 
the provisions they could lay their hands upon '» 
the barracks, anil, nearly I 



four soldiers pulled off, and displayed such an 
abundance on their arrival, that every one was 
supplied to his heart's content. 

It was unfortunate that the kind feeling which 
dictated the generous conduct of these warm- 
hearted fellows had not been tempered with more 
discretion. The consequences were such as might 
lave been expected : the whole crew abandoned 
themselves to satiety, aud on the following day 
exhibited a painful and disgusting sight. Their 
tees were inflamed and bloated, and their sto- 
machs distended to a frightful degree ; some of 
them narrowly escaped paying the penalty of life 
hj die over-indulgence of their appetites : not 
We poor fellow left his hammock for the space of 
ten days, although attended by the best medical 
"Ivice that the station afforded. 

The accounts I had fortunately read of the 
wrioiis consequences to be apprehended by people 
to our situation giving way to the uncontrollable 
gratification of hunger, had the effect of enabling 
toe to place a restraint upon myself, and I reso- 
'utely carried into execution my determination of 
k*ing food in very small portions, at stated inter- 
j 2 
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vals : the French mate followed the same plan, 
and we were the only two who did not suffer any 
serious inconvenience. 

We traced the cause of our fiery reception to the 
exaggerated reports of the master of the Friend- 
ship, the vessel which preceded us, of nine hundred 
tons burthen, mounting twenty-four guns. 

The account he gave of our manoeuvres will 
serve to exemplify how despicable a man may 
become who abandons his judgment to the influ- 
ence of that slavish and debasing passion, fear, and 
in what jeopardy valuable lives and property may 
be placed by bestowing important trusts upon 
persons whose nervous apprehensions master every 
manly feeling on the first approach of danger. 

On first discovering us, he at once set us down 
for a French privateer. Having come to this hasty 
conclusion, his perverted imagination construed 
our every movement into a confirmation of his 
first surmise; consequently our tardy mode of 
making 1 sail was transformed into a feint, though 
he had every stitch set, and was between us and 
the port in view. Next the tricolor displayed 
under the English jack, was another ruse 1 



mse upon 
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the part of the enemy. In short, so besotted 
W8 the poor man, that, as he n eared the fort, and 
knew he should shortly be protected by its guns, 
lie actually summoned up courage {though we 
vete full two miles distant) to open out his stem 
chasers upon us, which we, poor simpletons, had 
heen remarking as something not quite " ship 
shape" to enforce the signal for a pilot, I fancy, 
in his hurry to destroy or alarm us, he had for- 
gotten the necessity of shotting his guns, for cer- 
tainly none fell within our sight or hearing. To 
enforce our signal for a pilot, which we had also 
hoisted, we blazed away with the foremost guns, 
nearest to the direction from which we ex- 
pected to receive one. Here was corroboration 
of his sagacity, for his fire was actually returned. 
Bang, bang, went the stern chasers, which were 
re-echoed by pop, pop, from our four-pounders. 
Ridiculous as it may appear, the unworthy devil, 
out of this blank cartridge affair, managed to de- 
scribe a very pretty skirmish between the enemy 
and himself. Immediately on anchoring, he des- 
patched a messenger to the Commandant, with 
the interesting intelligence that he had been 
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chased by the privateer in the offing since < 
light, and had been exchanging shots with liirn for 
the last two hours. The batteries were of course 
manned. He had anchored far within the fort, 
and, as the wind was blowing directly in, and the 
passage narrow, it would have been impracticable 
to get him out in any other manner thau by 
warping, an attempt (within pistol-shot of the 
fort) little short of insanity on the part of a vessel 
of our size and calibre, Notwithstanding his 
double security, on observing us standing in after 
him, he actually cut his cable to run the ship upon 
the rocks, which intention was happily frustrated 
by the Master Attendant getting on board at the 
moment he was making his escape with all his 
valuables, and bringing the ship up again with 
another anchor in safety. 

While this fortunate occurrence was taking 
place in favour of the owners and underwriters, 
the skipper had made his way to the Commandant, 
imploring him not to lose another minute in send- 
ing us to Davy's Locker, The gallant Colonel 



hesitated, fVu' lie could nut believe 



.' were any- 



thing but what we appeared, viz. a prize ; 



but the 



A NAVAL LIFE. \~5 

affrighted man's story of having kept up a running 
fight with ns being in some slight degree corrobo- 
rated by the fact of both vessels having been ob- 
served to fire, one from the stem, the other from 
the bow ; he ordered a shot to be thrown athwart 
our hawse to bring us to : no attention being 
shown either to that or the second, he began to 
think that we might be sonic desperado in disguise, 
and that no further time was to be lost, and two 
more were rapped at us in earnest. Had we not 
immediately submitted t» tin- mandate, we should 
infallibly have reaped the full benefit of the iron 
shower that was prepared for us. 

The only credit due to this redoubtable hero 
was for the thorough convict ion he entertained of the 
disgraceful position in which his poltroonery had 
placed him, and for very wisely beating a retreat in 
fottble-ouick time from the jeers and banters that 
"ere unsparingly launched against him from all 
quarters. I know not whether he retained his 
command after so glorious a specimen of gallantry. 

This forms a striking contrast to the manyhard- 
limght contests and brilliant achievements of the 
masters of our merchant vessels, and the sound 
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judgment they have displayed upon many difficult 
and trying occasions. It is fortunate for Lloyd's 
that such a character as I have here described is of 

!rare occurrence. 
Orders had been left for us to proceed to Colom- 
bo, which we were not, however, in a state to obey 
until a fortnight after our arrival. We learned that 
the squadron had arrived about four weeks pre- 
viously, with their provisions exhausted the day 
they made the land ; but, though reduced to short 

I commons, they had not suffered from hunger. After 

having in some degree recovered from the effects 
of our starvation discipline, we took a grateful 
leave of those whose conduct towards us had been 

I marked by the kindest attention ; and, laying 

in three times the quantity of provisions necessary 
for the short distance between Pointe de Oalle 
and Colombo, we tripped our anchor and again put 
to sea. After a tedious beat to windward for six 
days, we arrived in safety in Colombo roads. Here 
we found several of our prizes, and were welcomed 
by our brother prize-masters with that warmth of 
feeling a sailor alone can comprehend. The brig 
taken on the same day as our own vessel had 



likewise suffered very severely from hunger, and 
had arrived only about ten days before we reached 
Fointe de Galle : several of the captured vessels 
M experienced a scarcity of food, but cone had 
suffered to such a painful extent as ourselves. 

Here we met our Purser, Mr. Robins, who was 
one of the prize-agents for the squadron. With 
tile exception of the Earl of Mornington, (the 
recapture of which I have already mentioned,) 
*e all reached our port in safety. 

Our story had arrived overland before us, exci- 
ting much commiseration and sympathy ; nothing 
could exceed the universal kindness and hospita- 
lity bestowed upon us. The friendly attentions of 
Mr. Larkins, in whose delightful mansion I prinr 
cipally resided, can never be forgotten, 

from the depth of misery and suffering I was 
suddenly launched into all the luxuries and refine- 
ments of life. The senior officer, an old master's 
mute, had been elected, visa voce, commodore, and 
nit aliip (the largest and best provided of the prizes 
then lying at Colombo) was fixed upon as the 
head-quarters afloat, foT all the staid mates and 
Jdh/reefcrs 0fthedilTerentpri7.es- A. very oleastmt 
1 5 
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mesa was formed, and in the luxurious plenty 
now surrounded us, our past troubles and sufferings 
were forgotten, or served but too frequently as 
subjects to pass a joke upon : so soon are the perils 
and hardships attendant upon a sea life obliterated 
from the memory of its followers. For myself, Fa- 
mine had stamped her impress too deeply upon my 
mind ever to be effaced by time or circumstance. 

I spent the greatest part of my time on shore 
with Mr. Larkins; his house was situated on the 
skirts of the town, not far from the Cinnamon Gar- 
dens. We were always up at dawn of day, and oc- 
casionally passed an hour or two in shooting over 
some excellent snipe-grounds in the immediate 
vicinity. 

On one of these excursions I narrowly escaped 
having my adventures brought to a disagreeable 
finale. These marshes and flooded lands lay upon 
the borders of a wood ; we had been very intent 
on our sport, and in following the game I had to 
cross a patch where the mud was up to my knees. 
I had reached the middle of it, when my friend, 
who was at some distance from me, called out. 
" Quick ! quick ! — make haste — look behind y.ui 
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Directing my eyes to the rear, I perceived, not 
twenty paces distant, a wild buffalo, foaming with 
rage, m full chase of me. On the first impulse I 
about to let fly at him the contents of my 
fowling-piece, but a moment's reflection convinced 
me how worse than useless such an act would 
pave — as I could effect nothing with small shot 
ot tliat distance against the tough hide of the 
ferocious brute; and I wisely reserved my fire till 
the last extremity should arrive, viz. when he was 
within reach of the muzzle of my gun. While 
Qua resolution was passing in my mind, it must not 
he Supposed I was idle in making off as fast as the 
ilepth of the mud would permit. Fortunately the 
spot we were upon was most favourable to my 
tw«pc, fur every step the enraged animal took he 
*mk up to the shoulders, and though I got up to 
die knees, the advantage was evidently on my 
side ; it was, however, doubtful whether my 
strength would allow me to maintain my distance. 
I think I should have fared but badly, had not a 
Ceyloncse, espying my danger, directed me by his 
Wkm to a narrow slip of hard ground running 
through the morass. On attaining it, I left the 
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unwelcome intruder upon my sport floundering 
in Lis slimy bed, heartily glad to have got rid 
on such easy terms of so disagreeable an acquaint- 
ance, This incident caused a better look-out for 
the future, nor did we ever afterwards go unpro- 
vided with balls. 

Never was Middy more in his glory, or more 
satisfied with himself and his situation, tlian I was : 
every house open to me ; horses and carriages at 
my command ; invitations without number await- 
ing my acceptance ; whichever way I turned, all 
was enjoyment. In the midst of these delights 
the arrival of the Phaeton annihilated my short 
reign of independence, and consigned me again to 
the reefers 1 berth: nevertheless, I hailed her appear- 
ance with tlie wannest feelings of pleasure. Before 
she was at anchor, I was on board. But the order 
to rejoin her the following day, and the adien 
that must follow to all the pleasures of which I 
had partaken in the society of Mr. Larkins and 
my other numerous friends, caused certain uneasy 
sensations, stronu'lv indicative i if regret and un- 
willingness to quit so captivating a place. With 
l heavy heart I performed my hurried row 



■ound o£^" 



A NAVAL LIFE. lt)l 

!ls, and, transferring my traps (from La 
Miaerve, in which I had experienced so much 
misery,) to my old ship, I was again installed in 
ray watch -quarters, station, Stc. I felt my con- 
sequence terribly decrease in descending from the 
charge of a watch to the duty of a quarter-deck 
Middy ; hut the approbation bestowed on mc by 
Captain C. for my conduct in the prize was too 
gratifying a salvo to my pride not to counter- 
balance any sorrow I might foolishly Peel :it quitting 
a pliice which certainly would not have contributed 
to the formation of a sailor. 

We succeeded in getting our fellow-sufferers, 
the two Frenchmen, sent back to the Isle of France, 
in a neutral that sailed soon after our arrival : the 
privations they had experienced on hoard their ill- 
fated vessel juBtly entitled them to their liberty. 
They took leave of me with the warmest expressions 
°f gratitude, particularly Monsieur le Cuisinier, 
*bo on our arrival at Pointe de Galle had resumed 
'tis functions, much to his own and our satisfac- 
tion. I believe he entertained a sincere regard for 
ille ; it was reciprocal : common danger and suffcr- 
ln !,' nrc unsparing levellers of all distinction and 
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rank. I could not forget the little incident of the 
biscuits, which, trifling as it may appear at first 
view, must rank high in the estimation of every 
reflecting person as an effort of generosity few 
would be found capable of making under the like 
circumstances. It is good for us sometimes to In- 
placed in situations where we may feel and know 
that, though separated from the great mass of 
mankind by the adventitious events of birth, rank, 
or fortune, yet these advantages in the hour of 
adversity and of common peril arc as nothing in 
the balance, when compared to that vigour of 
mind, firmness of principle, and intellectual superi- 
ority, which arc God's own gifts; and which lift 
their happy possessor as far above the sordid feel- 
ings of the mere worldling, as the mighty river 
may be said to surpass the puny stream that, 
emptying itself into its ample bosom, is lost in 
such companionship amidst the i 
and rush of waters. 




CHAPTER VIII. 



Homeward- bound East India fleet — Wc steer for Madras — Sir 
James Lind— Singular occurrence-Join Hie Howe frigate— 
Separation of Messmates — The Bengal fever— Alligators — 
Calcutta— Storks — Arrival of the Medusa — 1> [warrantable 
=Wge of cruelty. 

We sailed the following day for Pointe lie 
Galle, off which place and Dondra Head we 
c niUed in company with the Concorde till joined 
"J the home ward-hound East India fleet from 
Bombay, under charge of the Pitt frigate. — 
Having convoyed them across the Line, and seen 
wera fairly into the south-east tradea, we steer- 
™ for Madras, where we arrived at the end of 
"arch. Here we embarked Sir John Malcolm 
™f Bengal, but only proceeded as far as the Sand 
Heads, transferring Sir John to one of the pilot ' 
"figs we there fell in with. 
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It had hitherto, I believe, been looked upon as 
impracticable to beat up the Coromandel coast from 
the Sand Heads during the south-west monsoon ; 
the regular course from thence to Madras, during 
the above period, was to stand away to the south- 
east till the equator was crossed, run down the 
longitude in the south-east trades, again cross the 
line, and, entering the south-west monsoon, steer 
for port with a fair wind. But Captain C. was not 
a man to give implicit credit to assertions without 
sufficient proof of their justness, or because such 
assertions had been acted upon by commanders in 
genera] without exercising their judgment upon 
the probable or improbable issue of the trial. He 
therefore determined to try the experiment, and 
fully succeeded, reaching Visigapatam in little 
more than a week, beating hank for hank, and 
communicating with all the different stations in 
the intermediate distance. 

This was the spot where Sir James Lind had so 
gloriously distinguished himself, while in command 
of the old Centurion of fifty guns, against tlie 
inited attack of the Marengo eighty guns, Ad- 



Linois, and all his squadron. It ii 



it is one of 
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those brilliant examples which an officer ought to 
htve before his eyes when placed in desperate si- 
tuations, and affords a proof of what judgment, 
coolness, and determination may effect, even when 
ill hope of extrication is regarded as chimerical. 
This was our place of rendezvous. 

A singular occurrence took place while cruising 
here : a large fish, of the baraeouta species, leaped 
otcr the lee-quarter, and, alighting upon the arm 
of the man at the lee-wheel, bit the poor fellow 
so severely as to lodge him in the doctor's list for 
ilirw weeks : it must have had its jaws open in this 
singular flight, and have closed them immediately 
u pon finding itself in contact with the object first 
opposed to its further progress. It was secured, 
■fid paid the penalty of its aerial gambols and 
™gitious attack by being unanimously con- 
demned to serve as a propitiatory offering at the 
Captain's table. A messmate (for whom I still en- 
krtain a high regard, and whose destiny for many 
5'ears linked itself with mine, long after the total 
dispersion of the jovial band of ardent spirits who 
•ft forward on the path of life together) was in the 
'"'''it of introducing this strange event wb-euevet 



anything of the marvellous was brought upon 
tapis ; the laugh of incredulity which generally 
followed was sure to rouse an appeal to me for the 
veracity of the story; I could only confirm the 
fact, and thereby drew upon myself a share of tlie 
good-humoured jokes that invariably followed my 
friend Dick's recital. — After a hearty Ha, ha, ha ! 
at our expense, one wag would open out, 

" I say, Jemmy, where did this take place ?" 

" On the coast of Coromandel. 11 

" Oh, oh ! you have rounded the Cape, 
have you P I thought so. Very odd all these 
wonderful sort of affairs happen on the other side 
of the Cape.'" 

Another would take up the attack. " An- goq 
quite sure, Dick, (whose name, by the by, wa» 
Edwin, but who was always distinguished by the 
former cognomen,) you have told the story cor- 
rectly ? that you have not capsized the whole 
business, and instead of the fish biting the man, 
the man jumped overboard and bit the fish, and 
being taken in flagranti- iklirto (as the lawyers say) 
the finny comrades of the aggrieved baracouta but- 

mded the poor fellow and made a meal of 



of him?" 



1 Well. 
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eve it or not, ! 



you li 



but Til be d — il if it is not true, 1 ' returned Dick. 

" That is right, my boy," roared a third ; " no- 
thing like clenching the business.' 11 

" Upon my honour it is a fact ; is it not, S— ?" 

" Quite right ; stick to it, Paddy ; every fellow 
can spin a yarn, but you are the boy for making it 
puss muster." 

By this time the Irish blood of my friend 
Dick generally mounted, and sans ceremonie out 
would fly — 

" D — n it, Sir ! do you think I would pledge 
my honour to a falsehood ?" 

" Go it, go it, my fine fat lad !" (lie was as thin 
as a whipping-post.) " Coffee and pistols for two 
there." 

"I repeat, it is a fact," roared Dick, with in- 
creasing ill humour, looking around to single out 
some luckless wight, upon whom he could wreak 
his boiling ire. 

"Steady so! — steady so!" was the cautious 
warning of another reefer to the rising storm. 

" Steady be d — d ! do you mean to accuse me 
of Falsehood ? answer me that." 



" Hollo, Muster Dick, stopper there over all ; " 
while another of the merry group would bawl ou 
most lustily, 

"Very well thus, — very well thus, — and lit 
higher, my man." 

"I say, Dick, you are all in the wind; you 
will be in irons directly — hard-up with your helm, 
liard-up, man.'" 

To fasten on any one of his many tormentors was 
impossible, and hard a-weather it generally proved 
with Dick, for he would bolt like a shot amidfl " 
roar of merriment, that gave, if possible, an ad- 
ditional impetus to the rapidity of his retreat. 

Should these pages meet his eye, they will recall 
many a scene wherein he has stood the brunt »< 
the merciless fire of his gay-hearted companions. 

Towards the end of May 1805, Captain -C. 
received intelligence of the death of his father. 
Sir James, and an offer at the same time fro" 1 
the Commander-in-chief, Sir Edward P-II-*> 
tendering him the command of the Howe frigate, 
one qf the country teak ships, then lately p« r ' 
chased at Bombay, and destined to convey tl |e 
Governor-general to England. The 



offer *■• 
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accepted, and in a few days the Howe made 
her appearance, when Captain C. assumed the 
—Captain Wood taking the Phaeton. 
I was one of the fortunate few who accompanied 
liim to his new ship. Previously to the exchange, 
tile Captain gave a farewell dinner to the whole 
°f his officers. The quarter-deck abaft the mizen- 
it was skreened in for the occasion. The hos- 
pitality of our excellent skipper, and tlie urbanity 
°f his manners when presiding over the convivial 
board, must be too well known to the majority of 
'lie navy to require any ilissertation upon them 
'1 these recollections. Strict on duty, rigid in 
all that the well-being of the service 
Quired from its servants, yet when seated at his 
°*n table, dispensing his hospitable attentions to 
wose around him, he put aside the mantle of 
■tliority to clothe himself in that of sociability 
id good-humour ; he might then be termed truly 
delightful. Banishment of all disagreeable sub- 
jects was the order of the day, and, whatever 
Sfievinces might be supposed oreiis tonally to lurk 
1,1 the minds of some of liis visiters, at such times, 
r| «« cordial, frank, and gentlemanly demeanour of 
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the host, obliterated the harsher communications 
of the Captain. Had the fare been composed of 
the ship's allowance alone, the feelings towards 
him must have been the game, arid a seat at his 
table equally coveted ; but when I state that it 
was ever the scene of elegant abundance, where the 
most fastidious ion vioant would have been sorely 
puzzled to discover a fault, it may be supposed 
the sight of the steward's physiognomy at the 
Middy's berth was always welcome, and in an 
especial manner to the individual who received 
the usual summons of " The Captain's compli- 
ments, and will be glad of your company at 
dinner to-day, Sir." The satisfaction which 
gleamed in the countenance of the fortunate 
reefer, as he replied, " My compliments, I shall 
have the honour of waiting upon the Captain." 
might be clearly translated — "Thank God, I shall 
have a gentlemanly dinner at all events to-day !" 

If the messenger was rather late in the. delivery 
of this agreeable communication, and the pea-soup 
had already begun to be baled out, the happy 
Mid's ejaculation of "D — n your pea-soup!" 
as he sprang through the window of the berth. 
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evinced pretty plainly Vis estinrwioo of die plea- 

n store for him. Bat on this day a sombre 

tiling crept ot«t the spirits of the whole party, 

in spite of the host's exertions to chase awav 

toelaneholy feelings from the minds of men who 
bid bo long served under him with unshaken 
confidence In the hour of danger or of expected 
Wtle; all felt it might be the last time we 
thnuld assemble together, and it passed as one of 
'lit must luxurious but least exliila rating meals 
•Jul Lad ever graced his table. 

The following day witnessed the separation of 
Mends and messmates ; the word farewell dark- 
sued the joyous perspective of our return to Old 
d, nor till we had lost sight of the old ship 
Muld «e regain our wonted hilarity. 

It is truly observed of naval men in general, 
Out they look back with a peculiar degree of 
complacency to the ship in which they have fire I 
'erred, and frequently form a too partial judg- 
ment of her good qualities. If ulie ban been in 
ttrellent order, a fast sailer, or tin- fortune of war 
Wled her often to contend with her country'* 
tea, the feeling of regard tiwpired by ihewr 
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remembrances foT the old ship can scarcely be ere; 
dited by a landsman : a maturer judgment rare\ 
ever weakens the impression of the stripliag 
The old Phaeton was all and every thing that 
could be wished or desired : — an enterprising, dis- 
tinguished captain ; well officered ; warm-hearted 
messmates; a clipper in sailing; a crevr which, 
after a few months' service, were not to be beaten 
in any evolution ; and the ship herself, for ap- 
pearance and real serviceable order, not to be sur- 
passed. There are many who saw her in BM 
East Indies at the period I allude to who m»W 
fully corroborate this statement: a pretty gOW 
judge, the Commander-in-chief, proclaimed h' 9 
opinion, by taking the earliest opportunity £■ 
appointing his son to the command of her. I 
review the time I served in the Phaeton with 
feelings of unmixed pleasure. I never met with 
her again till July 1824, when in command of a 
bomb-ship in the Mediterranean. She formed 
one of the squadron destined for the attack "' 
Algiers, and was appointed to protect inc from 
the gun-boats. The sight of her was like greet- 
ing an old friend, and, as I approached her side, 
busy memory for a time saris, "\cl\w <S\Xwm» 4* 
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ntermdiig lapse of nineteen years, and transport- 
le into the presence of«he many jolly reefers 
*Juee constant hail of " Well, Jemmy, my boy," 

still rang in my ears. The pleasing illusion was 
Swelled only, as I trod the deck, by the many 
■fttOge faces that met my eye, and the substitu- 
tion of the formal bow for the friendly grasp of 
tlie liand. I am sure neither the captain nor crew 
frit. the full extent of pride that animated my 
^aum when I observed her still keeping up her 
good name by beating the whole squadron. 

TLe difference between the Phaeton and the 
Howe was disagreeably striking; but her ill qua- 
lities were borne with tolerable good-humour, as 
we was destined to bear us to our native shore. 
• he Phaeton was the epitome of a man-of-war — 
tile Howe, an overgrown unwieldy merchant- 
•esse]. The one you might steer through the 
e J« of a needle; the other ' going free" could with 
difficulty be steered within three points of her 
^urec, a complete tub taken as a man-of-war. 

A few days brought us to the Sand Heads ; and 
*o were fortunate, enough to fall in with a pilot 
"rig on our arrival. Ships sometimes cruise for 
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days in search of a pilot ; for no stranger will at- 
tempt the passage lytliont one, the entrance to 
it being far out of sight of land. It is at al! 
times a dangerous navigation, from the spits of 
sand that extend for many miles to seaward from 
the mouth of the river Hoogley. The following 
day we were safely moored in Diamond Harbour. 
At tills period vessels were frequently kept for 
years on the same station, and many when ordered 
home were found unseaworthy, and doomed to 
leave their bones in the country. It woa by no 
means uncommon to find seamen drafted from one 
ship to another, and detained ten, twelve, ltd 
fifteen years upon the East-India station. hi 
manning the Howe at Bombay and Madras, the 
Admiral had considerately ordered those men who 
had been longest in the country to be turned over 
from the different ships into her. During the 
whole time of their absence they had never re- 
ceived any part of tlieir wages in cash — a bard case, 
which has of late years been judiciously corrected 
by the excellent arrangements now in force. 
Though short in number, our crew were all vete- 
rans. Poor fellows ! many of them were fated 
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never to see their long deferred hopes realized : 
about fifty were carried off by the Bengal fever, 
l»hich ravaged the ship during our prolonged stay 
in Diimxmd Harbour, one of the most unhealthy 
sputs in Bengal ; and many more found their rest- 
ing-places in the deep, after quitting the pesti- 
ferous climate, in consequence of the injurious cf- 
<>f the fever upon their constitutions. Among 
tile victims was the surgeon. The disease showed 
itmlf about a month after our arrival in the har- 
bour, and scarcely a day passed without a Jack 
Tar being borne to his .long home. The burial- 
(roaml was not far from the banlts of the river, 
Mil the howling of the jackals, as they endea- 
voured to dig out the fresh-buried corpse, sounded 
'Wilfully in the stillness of the night: the 
morning generally discovered the new-made grave 
Wf penetrated, and it would have been rifled of 
its tenant, had not large stones been placed about 
mid-depth to prevent the disgusting animals from 
their object. By refilling the graves 
whenever they were deranged, the remains of our 
departed shipmates were secured from molestation. 
i numerous here ; aud they 
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appear like logs of wood carried down with tin 
stream. I one day witnessed a melancholy oc- 
currence, A man fell overboard from an Indiaman 
lying ahead of us during the ebb tide, which at 
this season was running at the rate of ten knots mi 
hour: the accident being perceived from our ship, 
a boat was lowered down to pick him up, hut be- 
fore it could reach him an alligator's jaws were 
seen above the water, and in an instant the poor 
wretch was cut in two ; an eddy, tinged with his 
blood, alone marked the spot where he had disap- 
peared. I saw and heard the reptile's jaws snap 
upon his victim, with a shudder amounting to * 
painful sense of suffocation. The bullocks fot 
the consumption of the ship's company were geiie^ 
rally killed every evening about sunset on the 
banks of the river abreast of the ship ; all 
offal was left, and, as regular a* clock-work, 
the boat had attained a certain distance from thf 
spot an alligator invariably appeared and carried 
off whatever remained, I have understood tltf? 
will not touch any tainted substance : I believe 
the assertion is correct. 

The Government-house at Fort William 
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tan appropriated to Captain C. he generally had 
same of the officers on a visit to him. My turn 
Warrived, and in company with another reefer 
1 set off in one of the country boats for Cal- 
cutta, We arrived the following morning at 
illiam, where a splendid establishment 
Captain Cs. numerous invitations 
■wed of his dining at home ; but the 
sumptuous board, which was daily covered with 
all the luxuries and good things Calcutta could 
famish, was enjoyed, as far as good eating consti- 
tutes enjoyment, to its full extent by my brother 
middy and myself. The numerous attendants, 
I'lmii'c and costly wines, cooled to a delicious 
temperature, and the variety of dishes, puzzled us 
Wittingly ; but, without seeking into the why 
U'i wherefore of these things, we agreed that we 
Ter lived so well in our lives. 
Daylight, the hour of rising in that country, 
md us curveting upon the race-course, {the 
rk of Calcutta.) Here I witnessed, to ray 
in, the now enviable post of a writer, which 
had rejected for a sea life. The curricles, tan- 
led horses, Sec. of these young gentlemen. 




198 BKCOl LECTIONS OF 

caused me to feel certain twitches of malaise, 
which did not diminish in poignancy during- my 
sojourn there. The view of the writers" buildings, 
the superb palace of the Governor, that " village 
of palaces," as Lord Valentia very appropriately 
terms Chouringee, the style and splendour that 
everywhere met my dazzled view, confirmed the 
opinion I had already passed upon myself in my 
own mind, that I had proved myself a very silly 
fellow in turning my back upon so much luxury 
and splendour for a midshipman's berth. But L 
must fain believe that all is ordered for the best : 
had my fate led me quietly to accept of the writer- 
ship, it is more than probable that, from a natural 
and hereditary bias towards extravagance, I might 
have been soused head over ears in debt, and 
inextricably involved with the rascally kiboos. 
These baboos are always upon the alert to assist 
young hands, and to minister to their juvenile in- 
discretions by the tender of lots of money, until 
the amount of principal and interest becomes 
overwhelming, and places the unfortunate debtor 
so completely in the power of his overgrasping 
itor that all lione of revisiting his 
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country may be considered as deferred sine die. 

—In the evening there is a regular turn-out upon 
the course, and delightful it is to inhale the cool 
after the sultry heat of the day. Every de- 
scription of equipage is to be seen ; the majority 
of the horses are Arabians of the most beautiful 
symmetry ; the carriages are elegant : in short, the 
whole forms a scene that would not be disparaging 
to the famed drive in the London parks. Every 
thing at Calcutta is en Prince. 

During the rainy season the adjutants, (a very 
Wge species of stork,) are to be seen in great 
nnmbera ; they perform the duty, or rather, T 
«hou)d say, render unnecessary the employment of 
scavengers, by devouring all that would otherwise 
become offensive and unhealthy. The bill is of 
an immense size, and a disgusting-looking pouch 
taags down in front, which receives all its food, 
radwlicii gorged is distended like a bladder: in 
tW Btate, I understand, they will remain stationary 
fcr days. At other times the bag is drawn up 
close to the body, and not very perceptible. The 
bird stands nearly five feet high, and walks with a 
SWy air. It is most voracious ; the capability 
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of its swallow is incredible. They are regs 
as so particularly useful at Calcutta in the capa- 
city I have before mentioned, that a special law 
exists for their protection ; they are therefore 
nearly as tame as the domestic fowl. They sta- 
tion themselves upon the house-tops, ready to 
pounce upon whatever may be thrown out. A 
number of these birds were always at Fort Wil- 
liam, and particularly around the Government- 
house. One of out great amusements was to 
assemble them together by the seductive means of 
food. Our curiosity being dissatisfied with this 
near view, we determined upon a closer inspec- 
tion ; we therefore laid our wise heads together 
upon the best mode of carrying this determination 
into effect without committing a breach of the 
laws made in favour of Messrs. Adjutants and Co. 
Various devices liaving been rejected as too dan- 
gerous in their tendency, we came to the conclu- 
sion that hooking could by no possible quibble 
or quirk of the law be propounded as the act of 
shooting, and that we might adopt the former 
stratagem with impunity. This was so pithy an 
argument that we could no longer withstand 
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temptation of entrapping one of these gourmands. 
We accordingly procured a good line and a suit- 
able-sized fish-hook, which being temptingly baited 
rith a leg of mutton, (not corresponding in size 
with an English one,) was thrown out on the grass- 
plat before the house ; down dropped half a dozen 
of the gentlemen to seize the delicious morsel. A 
regular scuffle ensued, but when the victorious 
bird with its tempting morsel had run the length 
of the line, it was suddenly jerked from his bill, 
md the fray was again renewed with surprising 
•ctivity and determined strife, the combatants 
being reinforced by a body of new comers. The 
captures and recaptures were numerous : the al- 
ternate possession and loss of the tit-bit so in- 
flamed the passions of the jmnierous candidates 
lg»inst each other, that, in the heat of the melee, a 
\ cool-headed old fellow dexterously poked his 
long hill under the bodies of the fiercely contend- 
ing foes, snapped up the eontested prize, and run- 
ning in the direction of the house succeeded in 
bulling it before Ins companions could prevent its 
being deposited in his pouch. Had we amused 
ourselves with the leg of mutton alone, it woidd 
k5 
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have afforded a fund of innocent sport ; but the 
unlucky hook soon put a stop to our amusement. 
The bird had not ascended half way to the house- 
top before he was " brought up all standing." The 
game was now fairly hooked, and we begun to 
haul liiin into the lower apartments, where we had 
stationed ourselves : the noise and struggling of 
the agonised bird brought forth tile domestics, 
whose clatter and screaming, added to that of the 
bird, caused such a hubbub and uproar that we 
became alarmed about the legal consequences of 
our profane act ; and certain of the reprimand of 
the captain, we wisely determined to cut and run, 
so away went the gallant adjutant with a dinner 
that I think must have baffled even his powers 
of digestion. . 

The arrival of the Medusa with the Marquis 
Comwallis hurried our preparations for departure, 
which had been much delayed by the carpenter-, 
who were building a poop for the accommo- 
dation of the Marquis Welleslcy. The fever lud 
made sad ravages among us, and threatened 
to detain the ship ; but fortunately Commodore 
Hayes's frigate, of tie Company's si 
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off at Calcutta, and the vacancies in the Howe 
were filled up by the discharged men. A fort- 
night after the Medusa's arrival we were, to the 
great joy of all on board, under weigh, and drop- 
ped down to Saugor Roads. 

We were detained here at anchor ten days, dur- 
ing which time we received a party of mutineers 
from the pilot service ; and this recalls to my me- 
mory the following circumstance. 

It was through the information of one of the 
most disreputable of these men, that Mr. H— e 
thought proper, unsupported by any other evidence, 
to bring forward in 1825 the charge of cruelty 
Sir George C- — k— n, while in command 
»f the Howe. At the time this attack was mode, 
I commanded one of the vessels in the trial squad- 
ron ; it so happened, that we arrived at Spithead a. 
diy or two afterwards, and my attention was di- 
rected to the paper containing the charge, by Sir 
J— G — . Shocked that any man should be 
the dupe of such a slanderous tale, I did not 
hesitate a moment, but, repairing to the Comman- 
der- in -chief, requested and obtained twenty-four 

jg' leave of absence. The same evening I 
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started for town by the mail, anil the next morning 
called upon Mr. H — e, in Bryanstone Square. I 
sent in my card, andwas ushered into a room fit- 
ted up in the pigeon-hole style, filled with Acts of 
Parliament, Reports of Committees, Abstracts, 
Estimates, &c. If each member of the House of 
Commons is furnished with a counterpart of the 
mass of papers that surrounded me, the expense 
of printing and distributing them must form an 
extravagant item of Parliamentary expenditure. 
After waiting a quarter of an hour, I entered the 
presence de cet hommt d'affaires, " Well, Sir, 
what do you want with me ?" was the first saluta- 
tion. I said, that having arrived the day before at 
Spithead, I had read with astonishment the charge 
preferred by him against Sir George C — k — n, for 
cruelty, whilst in command of the Howe fnyate; 
that as a public man, I had no doubt he would feel 
obliged to any person who would make known to 
him the error he had committed. I then slated, 
that I was a midshipman with Sir George C — k — n 
in the same vessel, and could verify the falsehood 
of the accusation, as well as the kindness and atten- 
tion shown by that officer to the ship's company. 
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I have been informed otherwise from a re- 
spectable quarter upon which I can rely." 

" Depend upon it you are sadly imposed upon ; 
1 will pledge my commission that it is a falsehood. 11 
" Well, Sir, I have already apologised in the 
House to Sir George C — k — n, bnt I feel sorry 
for having done so, for the charge has since been 
corroborated by another person." 

" I can only repeat my former assertion, that it 
is untrue : I have been endeavouring to recall to 
my recollection the different men composing the 
crew, and I cannot, with the exception of one, 
think any of them capable of promulgating such 
a libel." 
" Do you recollect his name ?" 
" I do not, but, if it was repeated to me, I 
aliould recognise it." Upon this Mr. H — e men- 
tioned several names, none of which belonged to 
the individual I suspected. I interrupted a longer 
catalogue by stating, that if it originated with 
the person I meant, he was deeply marked with 
the email pox, had red hair, and formerly belonged 
to the Bengal pilot service, lie appeared astonish- 
ed; and frankly acknowledged that I had accurately 
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described tlie man. He then repeated two or three 
names, among which 1 recognized that of the 
informant. 

"That is the fellow I mean; Butler is his 
name."' 

" You are quite right ; it was from him I ob- 
tained my information." 

" Then, Sir, it is to be deeply regretted, that a 
man filling the situation of lublolly-boy, and utterly 
devoid of character, should so far impose upon the 
understanding of a Member of Parliament. M l" 
induce him to come forward and support so serious 
an imputation as that of cruelty against an officer 
of Sir George C — k — n's standing and merit." 

" I have already apologized," replied Mr. 
H— e, " and Sir George C. is perfectly satisfied. 
But another circumstance of cruelty has been de- 
tailed to me, and appeared so well authentic! 
that I determined on bringing it forward, 
from what lias now passed, I shall certainly aban- 
don it," He then related circumstances of cruelty 
exercised towards a person, which would have dis- 
graced a coast of Guinea man in the zenith of 
the sjave-trade. 1 could only smde at the story 
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txjard the Howe : addng tb*. wy Maury bray 
remarkably retentire as to emu in tie eartkT 
part of my life, I ctmld net be lintakf apon 
such a point. After requesting that I would writ* 

to hiin if anvtliins* recurred to my niiad respecting 
the fellow he had named, I took my leave, pro- 
mising that I would comply with his wishes. 

By a singular coincidence, in returning to my 
Wcl, I met with Mr. Warner, an old messmate 
in the Howe : after a cordial greeting, my recent 
visit, and all that hail passed, became the subject 
of our conversation. 

" Do you remember any man of the name of 
Seallon ?" I asked. 

"Scailon, Scallon ! let mc see. To be sure- I 
do, the drunken swab, — and 1 Ml bet you what yoti 
PW, that this mighty affair has arisen out of his 
taring been flogged by the boys with hand-swabs 
in the galle v, and which yon yourself must reenl- 
Iwt as having superintended."' 

All was now clear enough ; the overcharged 
picture of suffering painted by Scallon and hi 
•orthy coadjutor in fUsebxxxl, the loblolly boy, to 
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Mr. H — e, did not at the moment alloi 
to recollect the real state of the case. 

" I have promised to write to Mr. H— 
rencontre is most Fortunate.'" Scarcely were the 
words uttered when we stumbled upon Mr. Best, 
the acting surgeon of the Howe. The tthole 
story was again rehearsed : Best confirmed the 
fact; anil taking their addresses, I reluctantly bade 
them farewell, and rejoined my ship. 

My first leisure moments, on my return to 
Portsmouth, were occupied in giving Mr. H — e 
the promised information. I stated my accidental 
rencontre with my former messmates in the Howe, 
their surprise at the charge of tyranny brought 
against Sir George C — h — n, and their distinct 
recollection of Seallon's punishment. It was 
as follows : Scallon had been an incorrigible 
drunkard, and, in order to shame him rather than 
to cause any bodily pain, he was flogged with wet 
hand-swabs, (alias loose wet hemp) by the boys of 
the ship; such a mode of punishment at that 
period being sometimes adopted towards infamous 
characters, though, not coming under the head 
of regular chastisements, never inserted in I 
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log-book. I farther deposed that to the best 
of my belief, Sir George C — k — n was on shore 
at 8t. Helena at the time, and that I was the 
midshipman ordered by the second or third lieute- 
nant to superintend the punishment. 

It would be unjust not to acknowledge the 
ready frankness with which Mr. H — e avowed 
(he source whence he derived his information, 
and his consequent desire to learn moTe of the 
truth. Tiic withdrawal of his intended motion, 
tthcQ he found that its support must hang upon so 
slippery a basis, was judicious; I think he must 
have regretted having listened to the calumnious 
hie: nevertheless, it is to be lamented that any 
gentleman should have grounded a motion upon 
lie ipae-dixit of a low-minded disreputable man, 
"hose mutinous conduct had earned him a pun- 
tshment, from which he was alone exempted by 
we clemency of his officers. That such a man 
would be allowed to pour his noxious poison into 
toe ear of a delegate of the people of England, 
'if the purpose of vilifying in their eyes a distin- 
guished officer whose life had been eminently de- 
nted to the service of his country, appeared to 
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me a matter pregnant with such mischievous con- 
sequences, that I could not resist taking the most 
effectual steps in my power to refute the asper- 
sion. But Mr. H — e is styled a patriot and the 
friend of the people ; were I to measure his pa- 
triotism and friendship by a rule squared and 
regulated according to his conduct in the above 
transaction, I should say, God defend me from 
the patriot's offices ! How that name, comprising 
everything that is noble, everything that can ele- 
vate the soul of man, is profaned in these times 
of liberal illiberality ! Acts that merit exposure 
should be unveiled to public view, and every well- 
regulated mind must appreciate the conduct of 
men who, without fear or favour, manfully and 
openly perform their duty for the public weal ; but 
when called upon to fight the battles of the weaker 
party, they must not forget that, if justice is due 
to an obscure individual, it is equally so to the 
more exalted character. 

Were such an occurrence to take place in 
private life as that which I have detailed, we 
should be apt to style it dishonourable in its 
source, unwarrantable in its application, and 
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altogether a path unworthy to be pursued by an 
upright honest-minded man ; but to apply such 
language towards a senator, would be indecorous 
indeed ; for they ore " all, all honourable men." 

I fear sadly, if nine-tenths of the declaimers for 
the rights of the people, &c. were stripped of 
that convenient mask patriotism, assumed by every 
quack politician who starts for popularity and 
public favour, and seen in their natural colours, 
(such as they appear in their domestic circle,) they 
would cut but a sorry figure even in the eyes of 
their most blinded followers. 

But I have skipped from Sanger Roads to St. 
Stephen's Chapel in less time than the wonderful 
jnece of tapestry of Prince Houssian in the Arabian 
tales would have transported me. With the same 
celerity, let me round the Cape again, and take up 
Oy former position. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Preparations for departure — The Governor -general's unTll 
on board— Sea stock — Our Prize -money— Our Imalidi — A 
strange Squadron — Prepare for action — Discover our mistake 
— Loss of the Blenheim. 

Every thing was now on board, and we only 
waited the presence of His Excellency to proceed 
to sea. The sight of the Governor-general's yacht 
put every one in motion ; the boatswain's prefatory 
pipe to his mates was soon followed by the 
regular long sonorous whistle, and succeeded by 
" All hands unmoor, ship ahoy !" It rang through 
the ship, conveying to the bosom of every man 
who prized his native land, the joyful note of 
departure ; the boatswain's mates re-echoed the 
welcome call with a prolonged note, which was lost 
amidst the universal burst of delight that h 
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from the lower-deck. The cables were unbitted, 
e capstan speedily manned, and quickly it was 
i merrily whirling round to the enlivening 
notes of the shrill fife. — " Stay a-peak,"— " Up 
and down." — ' l Thick and dry for weighing," — 
" Heaving in sight," — " Pawl the capstan," fol- 
lowed in quicker succession than could have been 
expected from the weak state of the crew, caused 
by the melancholy increase to our sick list. But 
list will not men perform when " home, sweet 
)We," is seen in the distance ? 
As the capstan performed its many revolutions, 
*ndthe cheering accents of the crew rested upon 
ie car, a flickering gleam of hope stole over the 
P*ihM features of our poor invalids ; for a few 
*'iort, but delicious moments, they forgot the in- 
tensity of their sufferings, to revel in the antici- 
pated joys of that home and land which they were 
[ never to behold — the fathomless deep 
living into its ample bosom the remains of 
fany of the brave fellows who had fought and 
■ODnoeted on its glassy waves. The middy's 
•Wh lost half of its tenants, and the gun-room 
nearly the like proportion. The first lieutenant 
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was in the sick-list during the whole 
Long before the rapid ebb-tide had brought the 
yacht to an anchor alongside of u.s, we were 
stay a-peak at single anchor, ready to weigh pre- 
paratory to our final starting on the commence- 
ment of the ebb the following day. 

The Marquis was received on board with the 
usual honours due to his station, and, the ceremony 
over, we dropped down a few miles with the last 
of the tide. 

Had the ship been constructed upon any other 
plan than the true barn-like build, it would tune 
been quite impossible that she could have con- 
tained half of what was stowed away in her ample 
hold. Captain C. was most liberal in the quantity 
and quality of his sea-stock. I believe I am cor- 
rect in stating that it must have cost him from 
four to five thousand pounds. AH that could 
contribute to elegance, luxury, or comfort, was 
to be found on board the Howe. 

Two hundred and fifty sheep bleated in their 
pens, every species of poultry cackled and quack- 
ed in their respective coops, deer, cows, pigs, 
swelled the chorus of animal sounds, — wc we« 
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iterally a floating ark of living tilings ; — collared 
. potted meats, preserves in endless variety, 

occupied every nook and eranny in the steward's 

sanctum and store-rooms ; vegetables, admirably 
rved, appeared at table every day, as if fresh 

•from the garden, cheating us into the pleasant 
belief that we had but to pass through the glass 
door, and issue our commands to the gardener. 
Nivir was there such junketing anil feasting on 
board, such hurry-skurry and bustle ; the notes 
of preparation sounded from morning till night. 
There was not only His Excellency, and his agree- 
able staff", to be pleased, but personages of far 
higher pretensions were to be duly considered. 
Rett was His Excellency's gentleman, and the 
Aid-de-eamp's gentleman, and the Secretary's 
gentleman, and the Physician's gentleman, and 
we gentlemen of these gentlemen ; and as in these 
^lightened times every Englishman who can ship 
11 smart coat thinks himself entitled to this mis- 
**d appellation, why, to cut the matter short, 1 
*iil dub the whole suite of domestics gentlemen, 
tod then it may be fairly surmised to what extent 
"te captain and second lieutenant had to cater, 
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contrive, order, command, bustle, and : 
some days, until the said cargo of gentlemen were 
snugly disposed of, and brought into something 
like ship-shape order. But when all these diffi- 
culties were surmounted, the daily destruction of 
glass and china, the crash of crockery, the waste 
of provisions, the consumption of wine, the wear 
and tear, and the worry created by this influs of 
drones, were quite sufficient to make me exclaim, 
" Heaven defend me from ever being burthened 
with a freight of such privileged gemmen ["" 

It is a pity that governors and ambassadors 
think it necessary to embark with them for * 
foreign land so many of these worse than useless 
appendages. There is not a captain who would 
not prefer a dozen masters to one of these trouble- 
some airified idle bodies. On shore they are 
intolerable guests, but in the ■confined space of 
ship-board their presence readers it worse than 
confusion confounded. 

The East India Company tendered fifteen 
hundred pounds to Captain C. as a remunerat'" 
for bringing home the Governor-general, which he 
refused. I believe he was finally reimbursed 
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Captain C. on exchanging into the Howe, had 

written to the prize agents at Bombay, requesting 
that the amount of money due to those officers and 
who had accompanied him into the Howe, 
might be remitted to Bengal. Part of it had been 
already paid to those who were at Bombay, but I 
liad not received a sous, in consequence of my 
.bsence from the ship. The money had long been 
looked for, and its arrival despaired of, when to our 
agreeable surprise an aid-de-camp of the Gover- 
nor, (who had been despatched from Calcutta after 
die departure of the Marquis Wellesley,) came on 
board half an hour before we set sail, bringing with 
liim our prize money, three or four bags of gold 
iohrs, which the agent at Calcutta had sent off 
le moment of its arrival from Bombay. It was 
ie amount of our share for a Dutch East India- 
lan, &c. The soldier had stopped at Fulta, 
ie well-known tavern on the banks of the 
[oogley, and took especial good care to sec the 
o safely re-embarked in the craft in which he 
descending the river; but in the hurry and 
confusion of quitting his roos ting-place, the prize 
list (pointing out the amount due to each per- 
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bob, and to which was to be added the requisite 
signatures on getting 1 possession of the dibbs.) was 
unfortunately left behind. Thi.s neglect was fatal 
to us, and only discovered when too late to be 
remedied. There were the gold mohrs on the 
drum-head of the capstan, all ready for distri- 
bution, but who could tell the proportions of the 
individuals concerned ? Should they be taken to 
England, there to await the prize list, the loss 
on the exchange of the 1 specie would be great ; 
adopting, therefore, what was deemed best for 
the benefit of those interested, they were re- 
turned by the Captain, with an order that the 
amount should be immediately remitted in bills 
to England : which not being complied with, aiuL 
the house failing in twelve months afterwards, ali. 
the riches I had acquired (no mean sum for e* 
young reefer) vanished, nor have I ever receive «i_~l 
a farthing of it. This was the first time I had t-« 
experience the truth of the saying, " There is 
slip between the cup and the lip." B"»-it 
the disappointment of fingering the Dutchman's 
cash could not have occurred at a better time 
hen we were on the 
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those shores whose golden fruit has tempted, and 
' ever will tempt, so many thousands of our coun- 
trymen to leave the comforts and mediocrity of 
old Albion, in the hope of realizing dreams of 
ritionary splendour, which too often end in dis- 
appointment and the still cold grave ; depriving 
themselves of that watchful affection which must 
ever soothe the "mind diseased," and render less 
bitter the last moments of our earthly career.. 
The brighter side of the picture, of the more 
fortunate adventurers, did not present itself to 
men who were now daily accustomed to witness 
uie departure of some friend or shipmate, sum- 
moned to his last home by the most inexorable of 
»11 creditors. At this moment I can recall the 
feelings of pleasure that absorbed my mind, even 
"Midst thi' desolation caused by death's unsparing 
Wythe. As tlie gay step of the men at the capstan 
■We tlic anchor from its oozy bed to the bows, a 
thousand pleasing visions danced in my mind's 
e ?e; castles in the air, topping one over the 
°4er, arose in quick succession, till the edifice 
*'°uld have fallen from its own monstrosity, had 
ll(, l the fabric vanished into air by the stentorian 

L 2 
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voice of the forecastle lieutenant, " The weather 
fore-topsail brace is all fast." — "The weather fore- 
topsail brace, Mr. S, 11 repeated the second lieu- 
tenant : " Keep your eyes and cars open, young 
gentleman, or I shall see what effect the air of the 
mast-head will have upon your senses." 

In a few hours we were clear of the passage, 
and, after putting the pilot on board the brig 
. which had accompanied us, we made sad to the 
southward, with the joyous feeling of giving the 
slip to the enemy that had so long ravaged our 
crew. At the time we sailed, the Doctor's patients 
amounted to about one hundred, the greater part 
of whom were in their hammocks. Had we been 
fortunate in our weather, the benefit to the poorr- 
sufferers would most probably have been equa^_ 
to the expectations we had formed on our dejiar — 
ture ; but the continual heavy squalls, ace om panic «3 
with almost uninterrupted showers of rain, kept ifp 
the magnitude of our sick list till we had crosses d 
the equator. The Captain supplied the nuir».e- 
rous invalids with fresh meat, poultry, wine, 
every day, till the strength of the survivors < 
abled tliem to Tesume their duties. Quer 
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Did tLe loblolly-boy. who had the administering 
of a great portion of these good things, and 
of which he doubtless largely partook, commu- 
nicate this feet, with his other information, to the 
Honourable Member for Middlesex? 

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands were 
passed to the eastward : the same violent squally 
weather continued, very frequently obliging us 
to lower the topsails two and three times during 
» watch. When abreast of Acheen, with thick 
weather, a si.il was seen; before she could be 
nttde out, an intervening squall skreened her from 
our view : we, however, stood towards her, when 
suddenly the weather clearing up discovered sis 
'" seven sail in sight, not four miles off. appa- 
Wntly in cha^e of as, the headmost clearly a line- 
°f-battlc ship. The odds were too great ; and 
about we were, as quickly as the beast of burden 
we were embarked in would answer the helm. The 
private signal fiying at our mast-head was soon 
^wered, but most unsatisfactorily ; every stitch 
°f aail was set that could be crowded on the old 
tob; all hands summoned to quarters; the guns 
c ast loose, charges drawn and reloaded, and 
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every thing ready for immediate action. Thua 
prepared, every telescope was now brought into 
play, to minutely examine the strangers : no one 
recognized the leading ship as belonging to tlie 
East India squadron, though we had, I believe, 
individuals on board that had lately belonged to 
every one on the station. The line-of-battlc ship 
was particularly French-looking in the hull, from 
her very great bearings : our boatswain, who had 
been a prisoner at the Isle of France, and who 
had worked on board the Marengo in fitting her 
out, swore positively it was that ship. The third 
lieutenant, who had been lying along side of her at 
Pondicherry, confirmed the boatswain's opinion. 
I should have stated that, previously to our quit- 
ting the Sand Heads, we had received intelligence 
of Admiral Linois and his squadron being in the 
bay, and the capture by him of several prizes. 
This, then, was doubtless our long-sought foe, 
whose appearance, at the moment we were unable 
to cope with him, was rather provoking. His 
incorrect answer to our private signal showed that 
he possessed the English numeral flags : this was 

■ 
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red one of our sloops of war: it looked more 
suspicious, — it was approaching to a disa- 
greeable certainty. The stranger had evidently the 
heels of us, and was closing fast. " Hoist the 
colours F" Up flew the proud flag of St. George ; 
it was scarcely at the peak, when its brother the 
blue ensign, and a rear-admiral's flag, were seen 
fluttering on board the stranger, " That won't 
do, Johnny Crapaud ; too old to be caught with 
chaff," escaped from half a dozen Jack-tars. The 
order for hoisting the private signal again was 
Sr i "un; the same unwelcome flags were displayed 
a ' tlie main, and repeated by two of tiis consorts. 
Tlie Howe, being a newly purchased ship, liad 
ii"t any number given her on tlie Navy List ; 
consequently we conic! not show any. A squall 
^in obscured us from our pursuers, through 
"iiich we carried in gallant style, without starting 
»tack or a sheet. It cleared off, and discovered 
*• lme-of-battle ship full half a mile nearer, evi- 
dently prepared to give us the contents of her 
ins, whenever the opportunity occurred. Two of 
I eigh teen-pounders were now run out at the 
a-ports. Those boxes of papers belonging ti 
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the Marquis, which he deemed prudent to prevent 
falling into the enemy's hands, were now handed 
on deck, and garnished with the requisite number 
of thirty-two pound shot, to assist in giving them 
a speedy passage to Davy's Locker, when all hope 
of escape should vanish and render it necessary to 
consign them to that old gentleman's custody. 
Our gallant skipper was standing at the capstan in 
close conversation with his noble passenger, when 
I heard the latter inquiring what he thought of 
the chasing vessels. Laying his sword upon the 
drum-head, he replied, " Why, my Lord, I con- 
fess I never entered into action with less hope of 
success in my life ; but so long as a stick will 
stand, or there remains a chance of getting clear, 
you may rely upon it I shall not give up the ship. 
If we succeed in knocking away any of the line-of- 
battle ship's spars, and we keep our own, I shall 
feel some confidence. As for the two frigates, we 
may be able to keep them in play ; it is from the 
seventy-four, which sails so much better than the 
rest of the squadron, that we have most to fear. 
There may be some mistake on the part of the 
strangci about the signals, but I think it impn>- 



A NAVAL LIFE. 225 

bablc ; however, if it should be an Englishman, 
(for the blue ensign was still flying on board of 
him,) I will show the Phaeton's number, and as 
all the English squadron are aware I have ex- 
changed into this ship, they will of course recog- 
nise me." Immediately the Phaeton's number 
was ordered to be bent at the peak. " All ready 
with the number. Sir." — " Haul down the ensign, 
then, and hoist away !" The breeze bad scarcely 
displayed them clearly to the unwelcome intruders 
astern, when the flash of one of his bow guns was 
seen, and in an instant afterwards the whizzing of 
the shot within a few feet of our counter dis- 
pelled all doubts as to the hostile character of the 
strangers. 

" Are you ready with the stem chasers on the 
main deck ?" — " All ready, Sir," was the rjuick 
rcply. " Hoist away the ensign, then ! Fire 
fight at him !" 80 spoke the Captain in a tone 
that inspired all around liim. The shot had 
warcely sunk under our counter, when the com- 
pliment of two to one was on the way back tn 
acknowledge the unfriendly summons. Still the 
blue ensign was at his peak, when <HU>t\\e* &wA 
l 5 
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came skimming along the bosom of the deep : 
flash of his gun this time was still bright, when our's 
answered hiru, scattering the water over his bows. 
No hope now appearing of our escape from 
the superior sailing of our antagonist, and the dis- 
play of the English ensign at his peak leaving a 
shade of doubt upon the mind of Captain C. which 
the look of his rigging and sails strengthened, he 
determined at once to unravel the mystery, and 
thereby afford himself the opportunity of endea- 
vouring to disable the seventy-four in her masts 
and spars before her consorts could come up 
with us. Calling me to him, and taking me a- 
side, I received the following order: — "Get into 
the quarter boat ; you will go on board the stran- 
ger, and if you find she is really an English ship, 
you will tell the commanding officer that, my pri- 
vate signal not being answered, I could not act 
otherwise than 1 have done ; but to convince me 
he is what hia colours represent him to be, on 
your getting on board he will lower his topsails, 
and heave to : if it is an enemy, you will of course 
be silent." I jumped into the boat, and with a 
crew of four hands was lowered down and pidlecl 
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away to fulfil my orders. I imagined myself 
fairly popped into the jaws of the enemy wc had 
so fruitlessly sought a lew months before. I con- 
fess my feelings were by no means enviable ; I did 
not relish the aspect which affairs had taken, or the 
overthrow of the bright visions of England and 
home ; but I was nevertheless flattered by the con- 
fidence reposed in me, and was comforted that, if 
my destiny led me to a prison, my fate, with the 
aid of a few well-directed shot from the Howe, 
might enable Captain C. to bear off his charge in 
honour and safety, (as he formerly did La Mi- 
nerve,) matgre difficulties that surrounded linn. 

I believe 1 was predetermined to consider our 
neighbour an enemy's craft ; for my fertile ima- 
gination, before I got alongside, had discovered 
die red caps of the Frenchmen in the bows of her. 
A nearer approach, and the boatswain's hoarse 
voice of " Fore-top there," fell like syren's music 
upon the tympanum of cars expecting a challenge 
in the dialect of our foes. A few minutes found 
me on the Blenheim's quarter-deck delivering my 
message to Sir Thomas Troubridge, who appeared 
to be suffering in no Blight degree under an acute 
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fit of disappointment, if I may judge from the 
unceremonious manner in which I was hurried 
back to my ship : he immediately complied with 
the request transmitted to him, and the Howe 
directed her course to join the Admiral. 

Sir Thomas Troubridge had sailed from Eng- 
land, and was in charge of a convoy bound fcfl 
China : the signals had, previously to his quitting, 
been entirely changed, and by some accident 
those that had been forwarded to Captain C. had 
never reached their destination, consequently 
Sir Thomas, not having the former key, nnr 
Captain C. the new one, it was impossible that 
either the one or the other should be under- 
stood. The Phaeton was well known to the Ad- 
miral, and when he saw her number hoisted, he ac 
once came to the same conclusion in regard to ire* 
as we had already done towards him. He thought- 
it rather too glaring a trick on the part of the ene- 
my, in a hulky-bulky looking craft with a poop, to 
endeavour to pass off for one of our finest frigates ; 
and bang he let fly at us. The very step we had 
adopted to make ourselves known was that which 
had directly the contrary effect : the prompt man- 
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uer in which hia fire was returned staggered his 
opinion; and lie was as much perplexed by our 
St. George's ensign as Captain C. by his blue one. 

My speedy exit from the Blenheim did not 
prevent my hearing from my brother Mids that 
tliey had fallen in with the French Admiral, and 
had exchanged shots with him and his squadron, 
hut that being encumbered with the charge of a 
valuable convoy of Indiamcn, the Frenchmen's 
superior sailing had enabled them to get clear off. 

Capt. C. was soon on board the Admiral ; and 
*fter a short visit we were again bending our course 
to the southward with renewed hope and buoyant 
'pints. Our wishes were all fulfilled, while the 
hWe ship we had just parted from, with the dis- 
tinguished and talented officer who commanded 
l»'r, inn! all her gallant crew, were destined soon 
after to be entombed in the waters they were then 
to proudly sailing over, the greedy waves not 
fl paring one solitary being to tell the dreadful tale. 
Such is the fortune of a naval life ! 

Who is there that has seen a gallant ship with 
her stately masts and spars, and the hundreds of 
ardent spirits who people her deck, all hurrying to 
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and fro in the busy converse of social life — linked 
together by one common bond of danger and 
fraternal feeling — Who is there, I ask, that 
does not mourn, deeply mourn, when he bears of 
this band of generous, brave, and devoted men 
being engulphed in the wide waste of waters — 
leaving no perceptible clue to trace when and 
where they met their fate ? What language can 
pourtray the torturing suspense of their rela- 
tives, from day to day feeding on the hope that 
each sueceeding one may bring the long ex- 
pected tidings of a husband's — a son's — a father's 
safety, until the lapse of time extinguishes the last 
spark of hope flickering in the widow's and pa- 
rental heart ? And what in the hour of desolation 
are the feelings of the victims to this elemental 
war, perishing amidst the mighty conflict of winds 
and waves ? It is too mystic a ground for me to 
tread upon : the man that would fathom them 
must search into the secret recesses of our nature, 
and thence draw his hypothesis of those acting 
and counteracting causes that control and agitate 
the various phases of the human mind. 
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CHAPTER X. 

f'w Wetibei— A Gale— Reich St Helena— Feslirite*— A 
Flag af Trace— Search for Turtles— Two Men missed— 
Crosi the Equator — Shoal of Porpoises — A dying Dolphin — 
Approach lo Home— Arrival at Spithsad. 

Ode entry into the Trades was followed by 
fe weather ; all on board felt the benefit of the 
^Wge. The second and third lieutenants had 
special good reason to rejoice ; for they, poor men, 
"'ere in watch and watch the whole of the voyage 
home. Our invalids made rapid progress tinder 
lie influence of so bright a sky; its beneficial 
eSecte were soon visible throughout the venae], 
^d produced a corresponding degree of cheerful- 
«ess among the dejected sufferers. 

A gale of wind from the westward off the ( '-i|» 
gave us a disagreeable specimen of what we might 
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have looked forward to off that headland of 
storms, had the season been winter instead irf 
summer ; as it was, it only proved the strength of 
our teak spara. 

Our passage to St. Helena was unmarked by 
any novelty. During our run from the Cape, 1 
had a fund of amusement in working the chrono- 
meters and Innars : the latter were generally suffi- 
cient to occupy all my spare time, when the moon 
was in distance ; for the captain alone, who was 
a most accurate observer, would frequently take 
from twenty to thirty sets, each alternate one 
falling to my share to work, and, not having that 
iuu.-t invaluable of all nautical books, Mendoza de 
Rios" Tables, I pursued the more prolonged cal- 
culations then in use. 
Y= There are few men to whom the nautical world 
is more indebted than to that distinguished fo- 
reigner, whose elaborate work affords one of the 
plainest and quickest modes extant for clearing the 
distance of the sun and moon ; it does so with a 
degree of precision that renders pleasantly easy a 
task formerly regarded in the Middle's berth as a 
work of infinite calculation and difficulty. 
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aval friends who have not consulted 
its pages, I strongly recommend an acquaintance 
ith it, which will amply repay all the tunc they 
bestow upon studying it. "7^- 

We reached St. Helena the beginning of No- 
vember: a rock in the midst of the Atlantic, 
which will ever be regarded with interest so long 
as the present and succeeding generations shall 
continue to embody the glorious actions of a 
Julius Ctesar and a Charlemagne in the person of 
Napoleon. He perished in his captivity, and has 
left a lesson to monarehs and heroes that will 
ever stand prominently forward as a beacon to 
*am them of the uncertain tenure of earthly 
greatness, even when backed by all the mighty 
attributes that give strength and power to 
Elan, 

The disembarkation of the Governor-general 
*nd suite appeared to be the signal for a series of 
gaieties which continued the whole period of his 
stay. Balls, f£tes, and dinner-parties, multiplied 
in quick succession. The whole island was 
iroused from the torpor in which I believe it 
usually envelops itself, except at tUosi; ^ewAs, 






234 RECOLLECTIONS OF 

when the homeward-bound East Indiamen make 
their appearance off St. James's. 

The reverberation of the rocks is singularly 
striking, and the effect produced by our salute ou 
the landing of our passenger, was remarkably 
grand ; to every gun that was fired, a hundred 
echoes answered from the shore. The report 
appeared to be repeated by each successive hill 
round the island, increasing in quickness until it 
lost itself in the centre, resembling the discharge 
of a stiho of artillery. 

Scarcely a day passed without the rocks resound- 
ing with the roar of cannon in honour of the noble 
visiter. The practice of the artillerymen from 
Ladder Hill and the other batteries, directed Upton 
casks with flags moored on' the anchorage, was 
most interesting. I remember I was much struck 
at the time with the impossibility of an enemy 
attempting to anchor without being dest roved ; a 
hostile landing, I should say, was impracticable. 
No place that I have ever visited, offers so fair a 
chance of security for the detention of a some- 
what privileged prisoner as St. Helena. Its 
situation in the trade winds, its great distance 
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from any other land, its perpendicular and over- 
hanging rocks washed by the fathomless deep, 
except the small sand-bank forming the anchorage 
off St. James's, which is completely guarded by 
the surrounding batteries — are barriers sufficient 
to guarantee such an object ; but when with these 
are combined all the precautions which were 
adopted towards the ex-emperor, escape is im- 
possible. 

A few days after our arrival, a flag-of-truce came 
in from the Cape of Good Hope, bringing part of 
the officers and crew of the late Company's ship 
Brunswick, which had been captured by the Ma- 
rengo, Admiral Linois, who, with the rest of the 
French squadron, were lying there when we 
rounded it. We must have followed close upon 
their heels through the south-east trades to the 
Cape, so tliat, for several days, a trifling distance 
alone could have separated us from such loving 
friends. 

The whole of the seamen were taken on board, 
as well as all the officers who were inclined to 
take advantage of the offer. Thus again were the 
vacancies created by that dreadful Bewga.1 fc\<rt 
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filled up. Among the returned prisoners was our 
captain's steward, who had been left behind from 
the Phaeton at Bombay : he had taken his pas- 
sage in the Brunswick to rejoin his master on tlie 
Coromantlel coast. Had she not been captured, 
he would have missed the Howe, and the mis- 
fortune which the poor fellow considered as de- 
priving him of all chance of effecting his purpose, 
finally proved the quickest mode of reinstating 
him in his old quarters. So true it is, that events 
which bear an ominous appearance on their first 
aspect, frequently place us in a more fortunate 
position than either our own most anxious 
caution or foresight could determine. 

We remained a fortnight in this sea-girt isle, 
and then weighed anchor, bearing away with us 
the regrets of its fair inhabitants. In less than a 
week we again brought up at Ascension, stopping 
merely for a supply of turtle, with which this spot 
abounds during certain months of the year ; — un- 
fortunately, November was not one of them. 

The turtling parties were despatched to their 
stations along the beach, and fruitlessly watched 
the whole night without being rewarded by the 
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sight of a solitary turtle thrusting its beak beyond 
the surf. There was an abundance of rats, and 
they appeared so hard pushed by hunger, that 
they even attacked the small quantity of grub I 
had brought from the ship as I was lying with it 
beside me in one of the turtle holes : the death of 
half a dozen of the most intrepid of these animals 
appeared to have no effect upon their fellows, for, 
hail I dozed but five minutes, my stock of refresh- 
ment woidd have disappeared. Morning broke 
upon our watch, and, the turtles having thought 
proper to disappoint us, we gave full scope to the 
inimical feelings we entertained against the picca- 
roons that had tormented us during the night : 
the slaughter was great, but to have cleared the 
field of them, (if a barren sand can be so termed,) 
«e might have employed the whole day without 
approaching to a termination of our labours. It 
formed a matter of wonder to us, upon what food 
these animals existed during the season the turtles 
desert the island ; but the immense number of 
sea-fowl eggs discovered in our rambles towards 
the Green Mountain, led us to imagine that these 
eggs must prove their chief support. 
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From tlie vast number of turtles that resort 
here at stated periods to deposit their eggs in 
the sand, it has frequently happened that parties 
have turned so many during a night, that they 
were unable to embark them all, and have cruelly 
ajid thoughtlessly left many to perish on the 
beach ; for, when once turned on their backs, all 
power of self-assistance ends, and they become the 
prey of the rats : the shore was strewed with their 
skeletons. 

The different species of sea-fow! were innume- 
rable, and so perfectly unconscious of danger from 
the destroyer man, that they allowed themselves 
to be knocked down by dozens, and taken off their 
nests ; the Beanien filled their hats with their 
eggs. This was on the higher parts of the island, 
but, since it has been garrisoned, I suspect the 
feathered tribe do not dwell in the same happy 
security. 

On re-embarking in our boats, we found two of 
our party were not forthcoming ; supposing they 
had fallen asleep, the surrounding rocks and 
caverns were searched most minutely, but without 
effect. The recall flag being hoisted, and 
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or three guns fired from tlie ship, which was 
already under weigh, we quitted the island to re- 
port the missing men. On our arrival on board, 
three parties were immediately despatched in 
search of them ; one taking 1 the beach to the 
right, another following it to the left, and the 
third moving directly in a right line inland. The 
two beach parties, after a certain distance, were to 
turn towards the centre one, which meeting com- 
pleted an extensive semicircle from the sea. The 
parties now became united, and again sepa- 
rating into two bodies, moved right and left in a 
straight line to certain given points, when, each 
body subdividing itself, one party on either side 
made directly for the beach, and returned by the 
sea-shore, forming right angles from the point of 
subdivision ; the remaining two parties striking 
across in a diagonal direction to the place of dis- 
embarkation. 

The rocks and hills resounded with our volleys 
of musketry, and the eighteen pounders of the 
ship, as they were discharge J every ten minutes, 
re-echoed from hill to hill throughout the island. 
Our search continued till evening without success. 



RECOLLECTIONS OF 

It was now evident that no sleep could have held 
men fast bound in its embrace during so many 
hours of noise and uproar, and that, if the missing 
men were alive, they had intentionally concealed 
themselves; we, therefore, returned to make 
our report. 

These two men funned part of the number we 
had received from the cartel. From the examina- 
tion of some of their former shipmates it appeared 
that desertion had been resolved on, as tbey had 
in a trifling degree prepared themselves for the very 
short time they expected to remain there. Under 
these circumstances, a prolonged search was use- 
less; a boat was consequently despatched with a 
hundred weight of bread and a cask of water, a 
musket, pistol, and ammunition for both, accom- 
panied with a note pointing out the folly of their 
conduct, and giving them directions how to act. 
These were placed on a rock called the Post-office, 
where it was secure from the rats; and we departed 
from one of the most uninviting spots in the world, 
apparently composed of nought but sand and lava 
rock ; boasting one solitary mountain, styled par 
excellence Green, with a few wild goats upi 
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summit. Two or three of the Brunswick's officers 
had taken their passage in a south-sea whaler 
which sailed with us from St. Helena : we lost 
sight of her the same day. I suspect that a pre- 
vious arrangement had been entered into with 
the whaler — that she was to call en passant and 
take them up: I can. hardly conceive that men 
would have run the risk of remaining on such a 
desolate spot for any length of time ; four-and- 
twenty hours after our departure, doubtless, saw 
them oo board the whaler. 

We crossed the equator well to the eastward. 
When but a short distance from the coast of 
Africa, and the evening serenely calm, the sea 
assumed that luminous appearance so frequently 
observed, tmt never satisfactorily accounted for. 
At no period of my life do I remember having 
witnessed so splendid a display of this striking 
phenomenon of nature. At about eight o'clock 
the northern horizon presented one vast sheet 
of illumination, not unlike the aurora borealis of 
the northern latitudes; the flashes, however, were 
much stronger. The cause of this beautiful ap- 
pearance soon declared itself by the approach of an. 

VOL. 1. M 
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immense slionl of porpoises, pluiiL'iii^ and sporting 
in their watery course ; the sea became like liquid 
fire, and as the fish fell in the water, the rays of 
light emitted by their descent shed such a refulgent 
brightness around, that I could have fancied myself 
transported into the dominions of the fairies. They 
were followed by myriads of bonito, albacore, and 
dolphins. The sea appeared gifted with vitality, 
nor can I hope to portray to those of my readers 
who have never beheld this glorious sight, an 
adequate idea of its sublimity; not even the talents 
of a Byron or a Scott could do justice to the 
splendid reality of the scene. 

On immersing the hand into some water drawn 
up in a bucket from alongside, it appeared covered 
with sparkling gems, and continued to emit 
that phosphoric light as long as it remained 
humid.* Numbers of bonito were taken by the 

■ M. De Bomara thus accounts for it. " Mar lumineuse 
est un phfinonwne commuo dans cerlaines^mers. La proue du 
nauire qui vogue sur lea eaui, les fait bouillonner, at semble 
pendant les tfnebres de la niiit, les roeltre en feu. Le saisseau 
vogue dans un cercle luraineus, d'oii s'lcliuppe, duns le siKage, 
un long traJt de lumiere. Le mer est boaucoup plus lumiaeuse 
inviioos des ilea Maldives et de h cute de Malabar, que 
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grains. The fish surrounded us for three days, 
but the luminous appearance I have described was 
only observed the first night. The dying dolphin 
has often proved a fertile theme for the descriptive 
pen of the traveller : I think our decks displayed 
matter sufficient to have occupied a volume upon 
this topic — the svidden changes of their brilliant 
and golden hues from light to dark, then again 
Varying to all the different .shades of the rainbow ; 
frequently when, from the dull ashy slate colour 
Mbmed by the whole body of the fish, it was fan- 
cied death had seized its victim, a struggle, showing 
the tenacity of its vital powers, would throw out 
the different colours with renewed and resplendent 

dans tout aulrc endroil du 1'otton Aussi M. Gudeheu, ae 
ffmn/int sur cts Triers, cbsarvft 1c phenomena suivant. La roar 
tuipsrutcouverle des pttiies t' miles. Cliaqucl'jmu qui se brisolt 
repandoit une lutoicre tres-vive. Le sillage du vaisseau ftoit 
d'un Wane tif el lumineux parsem^ de poiota brillans et azures. 
11 a ippris que la met, dans lei endroits oil clle itoit la plus 
luminense, etuit parsemi' de petits aiiimaus mans, non-soulemeut 
lominem, niai* qui liiiwitrii srli ripper ilc leur corps line liqueur 
luuleuie, qui surnagtoit surl'eau de la nier, etqui rfcpaudoit cetle 
huniere vive et aiuree. Ces animaiix ne sonl visible! qu'a. 1'aide 
d'une forte loupe, et la liqueur qu'ils repandent reste sur le nitre 
jar lequel on passe 1'eau de la mer, qui demeure par-la privee 
lumiere." 
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beauty, and as they gradually faded away, life 
became extinct. 

In about ten degrees north latitude we caught 
the north-east trade, and in a few days passed the 
Western Islands to the eastward. Very soon after- 
wards we fell in with an English merchantman, 
who gave us an account of the brilliant victory of 
Trafalgar, clouded by the death of that first of 
naval heroes — Nelson. The splendour of the 
action was shrouded by the melancholy price paid 
for it ; proud as every man on board felt at the 
noble achievement of their brother-tars, not a 
joyous expression was heard. Captain C. who 
had long served under him, and who enjoyed in 
a particular degree the confidence and friendship 
of the departed hero, deeply participated in the 
general mournful feeling ; nor could we shake off 
the blue devils, until the sight of England's shore 
awakened with redoubled force the dear delights 
of home. Three days had elapsed of the new 
year, and we found ourselves driving along in 
a south-west gale with its usual concomitant, a 
thick murky atmosphere. It cleared away suffi- 
ciently at four bells and at noon to enable us to get 



A NAVAL LIFE. 245 

a glimpse of the sun, whose dazzling rays were 
sufficiently veiled to allow us to gaze upon him 
without the necessity of any skreen for the protec- 
tion of our eyesight ; scarcely, however, had he 
passed the meridian, than he was enveloped in an 
impenetrable mist. Oh the joys of an English 
south-.w ester I — but we had ascertained our situa- 
tion, viz. St. Agnes 1 Light N.N.E. twenty-seven 
miles. At half past two, when within two miles 
and a half of it, and in the act of hauling up to 
the eastward, the lighthouse was discovered on the 
larboard bow, and immediately after, the breakers 
at its bas§ : there was scarcely time to take its 
bearings, when it was again lost in the haze. 
Few can appreciate the intoxicating pleasure the 
sight of that beacon affords to the returning mari- 
ner ; it is the harbinger of safety and speedy arri- 
val in his own native land. The soft breezes and 
Bunny skies of the tropics are exchanged for the 
rough blasts, beating rain, and heavy winter at- 
mosphere of our beloved, islam!, with an ecstasy of 
delight ; it is the opening page to anticipated joys 
which our fancies unsparingly swell as the distance 
between us and home gradually decreases. Mer- 
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rily bounded every heart as the sails w 
to tlie course we had shaped up Channel. All dow 
was right, the land had been made within half a 
" baffagraphy," as Jack termed ii , and as the old 
ship rolled along with a stiff south-wester on her 
quarter, nought but congratulation and laughter 
was heard below. 

"To England when with favouring gale 
Our gallant ship up channel steet'd," 

resounded in one universal chorus along the be- 
tween-decks : I will not say much for the time 
that was kept, or the different intonations of the 
several performers, but I should doubt whether 
Incledon or Dibdin ever gave greater satisfac- 
tion to the fastidious minds of a London audience, 
than did the chant of this well-known ditty to 
the less refined ears of our happy tars. 

As evening approached, the wind suddenly flew 
round to the north-west, and before morning the 
gale of the preceding day had subsided into a light 
breeze ; during the night of the 5th we piissed 
the Portland Lights, and as day dawned, the land 
of our sires greeted our view. 

In ft few short hours our anchor would bite 



bite the 
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soil of England. A signal quickly brought a. pilot 
on board, and with a light air we steered for the 
Needles. The man of soundings predicted bad 
weather, and soon a flea-fog was seen rolling to- 
wards us from the aouth-west. A stiff breeze 
arose from that quarter, and the ship was sliroudcd 
in such an impenetrable mist that the bow sprit 
could scarcely be discerned from the quarter- 
deck : still we stood on, but within two or three 
miles of the passage, the pilot insisted upon haul- 
ing our wind and standing off to sea again. This 
was too galling an announcement to be warmly 
seconded ; a sharp look-out was kept, and the 
Needles 1 rocks luckily discovered under our lee. 
" Hani a-wcathcr with the helm," was the instant 
order ; but ere we could get before the wind, the 
fog again buried them from our view : the bear- 
ings were, however, secured, and enfolded in mist 
we kept our course. In less than a quarter of an 
hour the pointed tops of the Needles were again 
seen ; in a trice the danger was past, and we 
entered the beautiful estuary that separates the 
Isle of Wight from the main. As if some evil 
sprite had endeavoured to bar our entry, we had 
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scarcely cleared the rocks, when we at once shot 
into smooth water, and clearer weather. With a 
rattling breeze and the tide in our favour, Hurst 
Castle, Yarmouth, Cowes, were passed in rapid 
succession. The drizzling rain dimmed our view, 
but it could not quench the glowing pleasure we 
felt as we gazed with fond delight on the soil our 
hearts had so long yearned to revisit. " All hands 
bring ship to an anchor," sent every one to his 
station ; and soon the old craft was brought up, 
and snugly moored at Spithead, in a style that 
would have done credit to either of the two 
dashing-looking frigates, in whose neighbourhood 
we took up our berth. — 

" England ! witli all thy faults I love thee : 
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CHAPTER XI. 



feelings on returning to my Native Land — Tribute to the memory 
of my Father— Our First Lieutenant— Presen Is fat Friends 
— Custom-house Officers duped — Arrears of pay and 
money — Jack's thoughtlessness — Anecdotes — Paid off at 
Woolwich — Join the Blanche frigate — Leave of absence — 
Home— A Transgression— Punishment— Our destination — 
An Accident — Flushing — Boulogne — Napoleon's intended 
Invasion of Englandi 

" BREATHES there the man with soul so dead, 
Who never to himself hath said, 
This is my own, my native land ; 
Whose heart hath ne'er within him burn'J, 
As home his footsteps he hath tura'd 
From wandering in a foreign strand 1" 

And now that I trod my native land, a feeling 
°f awe crept over my spirits when I reflected upon 
l he uncertainty of human happiness, and thought 
that some who hail witnessed my departure might 
Qot be left to rejoice at my return. In this frame 

U 5 
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of mind I bent my steps towards the Poat ( 
dreading, yet longing, to ascertain what might be 
the posture of affairs at home. I received a most 
provoking negative to my anxiouB inquiries for 
letters from the unconscious but liberal dispenser 
of weal and woe. I felt it deeply, for I had re- 
mained without any communication from my fa- 
mily during my long absence from England. I 
afterwards learned that on my father soliciting from 
a naval officer advice as to the safest mode of 
addressing his letters to me, he replied, " To the 
care of the gulls in the Indian Ocean. 11 To this 
singular answer I may attribute the fact of having 
been left in total ignorance of the many untoward 
events that had occurred at home. A knowledge 
of them would have prepared my mind, and armed 
it with more fortitude than, I fear, I displayed at 
the first coup-trail of the striking change that 
presented itself in the arrangements of inv father's 
hitherto hospitable mansion. He had ever been 
extravagantly generous in all that concerned the 
happiness or advancement of his children, a line 
of conduct that he did not confine to the members 
of his own family. He had then considerably e 
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ceeded the term of life allotted to man. I was 
the child of his old age, and I had never expressed 
a wish or a want that had not been gratified to the 
fullest extent of prudent paternal indulgence. 
This could not now be accorded upon the same 
unlimited scale; but I was young, active, vigo- 
rous, and sanguine, and foresaw no great hardship 
in being obliged to carve my own fortunes in the 
world : indeed I thought that a proper indepen- 
dence of my family in pecuniary matters would be 
a feather in my cap, and it was not until some 
years afterwards, when I had been foolishly 
improvident, and when my kind parent had 
sunk to rest, that I was made to feel the loss of 
any portion of that wealth which I at one time 
expected to inherit from his ample store. My 
father's latter days set in clouds and darkness ; 
but there issued from afar one radiant stream of 
light and joy, which shed its holy influence upon 
his aged head, and upon which _ he might securely 
rest his hope of mercy and salvation : he had 
passed a long life in the performance of the noblest 
and most generous actions towards his less fortu- 
nate fellow-creatures, extracting from sorrow its 
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bitterness by binding up the wounds of the lace- 
rated heart. I owe to the memory of my too 
confiding father this slight sketch of bia worth and 
excellence : I cannot comprehend the feeling that 
governs the man who, in the demolition of his 
worldly prospects through some inadvertency on 
the part of his parents, sinks in that misfortune 
their virtues and their undeniable claim to his 
filial respect and forbearance. 

On no one did the air of our native land appear 
to have such a magical effect as on our invalid 
first Lieutenant. As I am sure his little story 
will engage the sympathies of my married readers. 
I shall detail it for their amusement. 

Eight cruelly long years had passed away since 
our luckless Lieutenant had left his bonny bride at 
the church-door. The knot had just been tied that 
had made her his for ever, and, having handed liis 
newly acquired treasure into the carriage that was 
to bear him on the wings of love to some seques- 
tered nook in the neighbourhood of Portsmouth, 
he was about to seat himself by her side, when an 
intrusive messmate despatched by the Captain tap- 
ped him on the shoulder, not to congratulate him 
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upon the happy event, but to overwhelm him with 
the startling announcement that orders had just 
been received by telegraph to proceed to sea with 
sealed orders ; that the ship was getting under 
weigh ; and that it was his Commander's directions 
that he should accompany him without a minute's 
delay to the boat that was waiting to convey them 
on board. " I am married, and cannot come," 
was of no avail ; the messenger's orders were pe- 
remptory ; he was not to let the bridegroom out 
of his sight, or permit him to move one step out 
of the direct route to the boat : despatch was the 
word, and quick the motion. The whole bridal 
party were thrown into consternation ; the dismay 
of the weeping girl, and his own disappointed 
hopes, so infuriated the unfortunate new-made 
Benedict, that he loudly declared he did not care 
a doit for Captain, Admiral, or Admiralty, and he 
would be d — d if start he would ; the ship might 
sail without him, but to put foot on salt water 
that day, the Devil himself, and all his imps, 
should not force him to do it. His messmate 
vainly urged him to accompany him ; his elo- 
quence and entreaties fell alike pointless on the 
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tympanum of the ears of the enamoured 1 
band ; lie would hear nothing, see nothing, hut 
the sobs and tears of his bride. His skipper, who 
had doubtless foreseen the probable opposition his 
orders might meet with from his plighted officer 
at so critically interesting a moment, had adopted 
the sage precaution of arming his envoy with more 
efficient powers than those of soft persuasion. The 
report of a gun at Spithcad quickened the finale : 
the aflker sent, declaring, however lnuch he felt 
for the painful situation of his messmate, his orders 
were imperative, and go he must immediately. 
This brought on a refusal, couched in terms so 
clear and decided, that the file of marines who 
had accompanied the mandate were brought for- 
ward, and desired to take charge of the almost 
maddened bridegroom. Thus, what he had pre- 
viously defied his Satanic majesty with his atten- 
dant satellites to perform, was quickly executed 
in the shape of a serjeant and two marines : nolens 
volens, the poor fellow was* marched off, and con- 
ducted in gloomy despair to the ship, which was 
under weigh when lie reached her : the boat was 
hoisted up, and off they stalled through the Net 




dies. On reaching a certain latitude and longi- 
tude, the sealed orders were opened, which di- 
rected them to proceed with all despatch to the 
East Indies. 

What a blow to the last hopes of the despairing 
lover and husband ! Often had he tried to in- 
valid, but, alas ! in those days a man must have 
been honajide entitled to that indulgence : a fact 
which the good and portly looks of the Lieu- 
tenant, notwithstanding his secret sorrows, con- 
tributed in no small degree to belie. In a state 
of widowhood bewitched, the fair partner of this 
double calamity waited with anxious hope, from 
month to month, and year to year, in that neigh- 
bourhood which had witnessed the ratification of 
her vows to her absent lord. 

"Hope deferred makith the heartsick;" 

and doubtless the bitter truth of the proverb had 
been forcibly felt by the separated pair. No 
sooner, therefore, was the Howe secured, and the 
Captain departed to wait upon the Commander-in- 
chief, than the invalid Lieutenant determined (in 
contradiction to the mandate of the surgeon) to 
brave the dangers of a very heavy gale of wind, 
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accompanied by rain and hail ; and at the risk of 
being swamped, he left the ship, to bless himself 
with the sight of his long-bereaved fair one, and 
to claim from her a full reward for all the heart- 
aches and disappointments he had undergone on 
her account during eight anxious years in a 
tropical climate. " Patience is a virtue," and 
rarely fails, sooner or later, to meet with an ade- 
quate recompense. We saw no more of our 
amorous first lieutenant for a week. — Oh the 
blessed effects of matrimony ! The lieutenant 
was himself again, 



For noufjh t but lore 

:r love, ;tml render bliss seen' 



„ 



To the great relief of the second and third 1; 
tenants, he now found himself fully competent 
to resume the labours of his office. 

The great variety of shawls, ivory boxes, fans, 
silks, and other admired little elegances of the 
East, purchased by the officers for the purpose of 
presenting to their fair friends and relatives, was 
the cause of much anxiety and no little delibera- 
tion among them, as to the safest mode of getting 
the precious articles on shore. AU their efforts 
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were directed to circumvent the vigilant activity of 
the Custom-house officers, who had been placed 
on board of us immediately upon our arrival. 
They soon ferreted out that such tilings were 
oa board, and this knowledge had sharpened their 
*its to an extra degree of the keenest scru- 
tiny. The articles were not allowed to be landed, 
or any amount of duty to be paid upon them. It 
Tould have been infinitely too vexatious to lose 
them after so much expense and trouble ; it was, 
therefore, necessary to hit upon some plan to 
prevent them from falling into the hands of the 
Philistines . 

A scheme was soon determined upon to out- 
fit these dragons of the revenue, one of whom 
heing constantly on deck, no trunk, portmanteau, 
clothes-bag, or parcel of any description, could 
leave the ship without being submitted to their 
rigorous inspection. It was accordingly decided 
betwea the gun-room officers and the reefers, 
that the latter should invite the two worthies to 
supper. Mt. Simpkins and Mr. Tompkins felt 
extremely flattered by the polite attentions of the 
gentlemen, and would be most happy to iw.ce^t. 
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it, if, as one of them must remain on di 
we would allow them to relieve each other at our 
hospitable table. This was foreseen and agreed 
to, but at the same time it was inwardly deter- 
mined that the caution should not in the end 
avail them. 

At the appointed hour a reeking-hot supper 
smoked upon the board. Mr. Tompkins having 
done ample credit to our fare, and moistened his 
clay with a long draught of hot punch, ascended 
the deck to enable his matey to come in for a 
share of the good things that had already warmed 
him into a high state of self-complacency. Down 
came Mr. Simpkins: the attention of his hosts was 
so very considerate, quite flattering — and in a short 
time, with the assistance of egg punch, he was 
one of the happiest of the happy — healths 
drunk, toasts given, and 



Swift the laughing jocund sound. 
At the reefers' buard went ludicrously rnund. 






" But, Mr. Simpkins, do you not think your 
friend could come down for half an hour ? it is a 
terrible cold night : besides, he has apt tasted this 
last brewing.'' 
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' Why, really, I don't know, but I think he 
might for a few minutes, without the necessity of 
my going up." 

" I quite agree with you ; in that case Til step 
up and ask him down." Up mounted one of the 
Middies: the night was pitchy dark and freezing — 

" Is that you, Mr. Tompkins ? it is so dark I 
cannot see you ; terribly cold,— don't you find 
it so ?" 

" Why, it is rather biting or so." 

" I came up to ask you to step down and take a 
glass of hot egg-punch, just to keep the cold out."' 

"You are very good, Sir, I am sure, but it's my 
watch, and so you see I must not leave the deck." 

" Your friend desired me to tell you, that it is 
of no consequence for a few minutes. Besides, 
what can you have to look after, such a night as 
this ? the boats are all hoisted up, the watch is set, 
therefore come along." 

" Why yes, that is all very true ; but you see, 
our orders are very pertiklcr." 

"Oh, nonsense! who is there to tell whether 
you arc on deek or not F" 

" Well, Sir, I am sure I am very much 
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obliged to you — I think I will just step down for 
a minute or two.** 

" Well, come, that is kind. Quarter-master, 
let Mr. Tompkins know if anything is moving." 

" Ay, ay, Sir," replied the weather-beaten tar. 

" Thank you, Sir, — and, Quarter-master," 
(whispered Mr. Tompkins,) " if any boat comes 
alongside also, if you please — " 

" Ay, ay, never fear." 

Down dived the Mid and his companion into 
the snug warm berth, where good humour and jol- 
lity reigned paramount. 

On the re-entrance of Mr. Tompkins, he was 
saluted by a burst of welcome from al] sides. A 
tumbler there, boy, for the gentleman. Sit down, 
sit down, my good Sir. — Now this is what I style 
friendly." 

" Thank you, thank you very kindJy for me, 
young gentlemen, but I positively cannot stay." 

"Pooh, pooh! sit down, and never quarrel 

with good liquor. — 

' What have we with time to do 7 
Sons of care — 'twas made for you.* 

Now give me your opinion of this bowl ; it I 
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been concocted secundum artem,'" Mr. Tompkins 
drank off bis tumbler, and declared that nothing 
could be better — it was excellent. 

" Now, my lads, fill a bumper — Mr. Tompkins, 
your health." A bumper to Mr. Tompkins re- 
echoed from all hands : the toast was drunk, 
whilst the subject of it appeared absorbed in con- 
templation of the unexpected honour thus shown 
towards him. 

" Upon my word, gentlemen, you are very 
good; I am sure I am very much obliged to you, 
I am indeed ; if I can be of any service to you 
at any time, I am sure I shall be very happy. 
Allow me to have the honour to drink all your 
very good healths" — And another bumper found 
its way under his jacket, which appeared to warm 
his inside so thoroughly, that lie fancied he might 
as well take off his greygo while he stopped. A 
song was called for by Mr. Simpkins from his 
friend, and this being followed with another round 
of punch, the business in hand was in a fair 
train of being speedily clenched. Both our guests 
had evidently brought up for the night, and it 
our part to sec that they were so securely 
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moored by the head, as to place tlie possibility of 
their starting for the next six hours out of the 
question. Progress was reported accordingly to 
the gun-room. 

The exhilarated Custom-house officers had 
scaled the third heavens, and their admiration 
and friendly feeling towards their hosts waxed 
warmer and warmer, as the inspiring draughts 
performed their appointed work in the pericra- 
niums of the baffled foxes ; — and at the precise 
time both of them were singing with rapturous 
glee— 

" While you— you— " 

(making a full pause, looking round, and pointing 
to each individual)— 



•' Laili of the ocean 

Shall tell the proud elf, 

He may go to the Devil anil shake himielf.' 



:- 



the barge, which had been moored astern, 
quietly hauled up under the counter, and was r 
ceiving from out of the gun-room ports the whole 
cargo of presents on board ; and before midnight 
they were safely housed out of reach of the tenacious 
gripe of our jolly companions. Our object havi 



:t having 
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been accomplished, we wore greatly relieved by the 
appearance of the Master-at-arms, who put an 
end to the farce, by announcing the commanding 
officer's orders, that the lights should be extin- 
guished. Our guests had by this time plunged 
deep into Lethe's stream deck-duty, customs, 
and excise, and were conveyed to their roosting- 
places, in which they soundly slept til) the ham- 
mocks were piped up at seven bells, and roused 
them into a full and biting consciousness of the 
carouse of the preceding evening having subjected 
them to the censure of their superiors. The truth 
soon flashed in vivid colours upon their puddled 
brains, and their crest-fallen side glances and mu- 
tual recriminations, delivered in sotto voce, added 
fresh fuel to the merriment and triumph of the 
reefers over the knowing and Iron-hearted guar- 
dians of his Majesty's Customs. 

I confess I particularly enjoyed their discom- 
fiture ; for on the preceding day I had boldly 
landed a shawl and some other articles, and was 
gaily tripping by the Custom-house, little sus- 
pecting my blue silk-lined Jndian cut-coat would 
betray me into their clutches, when I was po- 
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Htely accosted with " Pray, young gentleman, 
step in here for a moment," and in a trice I was 
despoiled of my valuables. 

From the number of years the majority of our 
crew had been in the East Indies, the arrears of 
pay and prize-money to each man amounted in 
some instances to three or four hundred pounds. 
The attractions of the old stationers were propor- 
tionally great in the eyes of the female inhabitants 
of Point and Capstan-square, who hurried off in 
boat-loads, when the weather moderated, to wel- 
come the bronzed tars of the Indian Ocean to 
their native land. I grieve to say, great numbers 
of the poor fellows got spliced to these unfortu- 
nate and debased beings, and expended upon them 
the hard earnings of many years, and in addition, 
allotted them half their wages on proceeding to 
sea again. 

The thoughtless expenditure of Jack is pro- 
verbial ; so long as he retains a shot in the locker, 
so long is his band as open as his heart : the 
many instances of their ridiculous waste and folly 
in money matters could hardly be credited if not 
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Aremarkably fine thorough-bred seaman, whose 
zealous and good conduct ]jad gaim-d him a petty 
officer's rating, and the confidence of the offi- 
cers, was one of those who had a large share of 
cash coming to him : by way of treating his c/i&re 
amic to a delectable morsel, he placed a five- 
pound note between two slices of h re iul-and-b utter, 
and insisted upon her eating it as a sandwich. 

J Another fine but improvident fellow, when draft- 
ed into the Lion, sixty-four, and not allowed to 
go on shore for the purpnse of disbursing the re- 
mainder of his cash, coolly consigned the whole of 
it to the waves, saying, " That as he could not 
spend it, it was of no use to him, and he should 
be much happier without it ;" arguing at the same 
time, that, as he had now no longer any of the 
ready rhino, he had no wish to go on shore. 

I remember once on going up by the mail, 
in 1807, from Devonport to London, we stop- 
ped to take up a passenger at a publie-housc at 
Plymouth. He was a seaman who had just been 
discharged, through the intercession of his friends, 
from one of his Majesty's ships, then lying in the 
Sound, in consequence of his having tumbled un- 

VOL. I. N 



'Jbh RECOLLECTIONS OF 

expected] y into a property of five hundred a-year. ' 
Jack made his appearance in his new character of 

a gentleman, rigged out in his long togs, evidently, 
if one might judge from the broad yawing in Ins 
course, trimmed a little too much by the head, 
surrounded by at least a dozen of his late ship- 
mates, to whom he had been giving a farewell 
treat ; the plenitude of which might be plainly 
inferred from the unsteady motions and loving 
kindness displayed by them to their more for- < 
tunate messmate in taking leave of him, a pro- 
cess which sadly put the patience of both guard 
and coachman to the test. He had paid his six 
guineas for an inside place — the guard, tired with 
waiting, called out, 

I Now, sir, get in, we can't wait a moment 
longer." 

" Haven't T engaged my passage in this here 
craft ?" 

" Yes, but we are past our time, and we must 
be off — Come, get in, my good fellow." 

" 111 be d — d if I do ! I say, Mr. Quarter- 
master, or whoever you arc, do you fancy I am. 
going to stow my carcase away in such a cramped- 
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"up hold as that? No, no, I am for the upper deck ;" 
and up he started on the roof of the coach. " Tip 
s your daddies, my hearties ;" and all stretched 
out their arms to shake the proffered hand. " God 

> you, my boys ! remember me to " 

But before the sentence was concluded, the horses 
had started, amidst a deafening round of cheers 
from his companions, which were echoed by Jack, 
Yas standing without any support on the top 
of the coach, in imminent danger of very speedily 
allowing his good fortune to devolve to his next 
heir, by slipping his own cable before he had 
taken possession of it. 

A turning of the street closed this dun reruns 
display of friendly feeling, and he brought himself 
safe to an anchor in the rear of coachee. It yi&s 
noticed on changing horses at Ivy Bridge, (where 
he insisted upon treating all the hostlers and 
bystanders,) that the poor fellow had at least from 
*i*ty to seventy pounds about him : the gentlemen 
■ n 'he inside recommended the guard to take charge 
of his pocket-book for safety, which he willingly 
P"e into his custody, on condition that he would 
P T e him a one-pound note. As night drew oni 

k2 
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the sailor's generosity had no means of finding 
objects upon which to vent itself; but after six 
o'elock in the morning, the pound note rapidly 
dwindled away, so that by the time we had passed 
Taunton the last shilling had been expended, 
and Jack's liberal feelings appeared to increase as 
the fumes of the various! draughts lie had quaffed 
mounted and took possession of his upper works. 
Another pound note was demanded, which the 
gentlemen strongly advised the guard not to 
supply; every method was resorted to for the 
purpose of persuading him to remain quiet, but 
all was to no effect. 

" Give me my money, Mr. Guardo," exclaim- 
ed Jack. 

" But, my good fellow, we have had quite 
enough to drink, we don't want arty more." 

" "Who the h-11 asked you for your opinion ! 
give me the money.'" 

"No, no, I'll take care of it for you till 
wc get to Bath, and then you shall have it," 

" Here is a pretty son of a ! Hand over, 

you sharking land-lubber, or I '11 be d — d if I 
don't bung up those top lights of yours. Clap a 
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• upon your jaw tackle, and give me my 
money." 

It was in vain the passengers endeavoured to ap- 
pease the fears which had evidently taken posses- 
sion of his mind, that a conspiracy existed to de- 
prive him of his wealth ; all they could say only 
strengthen I'd the false idea ; and to prevent a dis- 
agreeable fracas by his commencement of hosti- 
lities upon the guard, the pocket-book was deliver- 
ed over to his own keeping. 

He had no sooner got possession of it than he 
jumped down from the coach, swearing he would 
not sail another mile in company with such a set 
of privateersmen. It was folly to argue with 
him, and he was therefore left behind. Before 
we had reached the next stage, Jack had over- 
taken us in a chaise and four, waving his hat, 
with his body more than half out of the window, 
singing out at the full pitch of his voice, — 

11 Go along, you beggars ! — make more sail, you 
lubberly hounds, and catch me if you can." 

In this way did he continue till we reached 
London, mail and chaise and four occasionally 
passing and repassing each other, where wc lost 
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sight of him, he having, to his great delight, | 
ceded us in his entree into the metropolis. 

I should much question whether this acqui- 
sition of wealth was productive of any permanent 
happiness to poor Jack ; having escaped the vo- 
racious monsters of the deep, I fear he was not 
so fortunate in avoiding the no less greedy and 
devouring land sharks, who are ever on the watch 
to prey upon the follies and easy temper of the 
sailor on a shore cruise. 

Orders had arrived to proceed to Woolwich to 
be paid off: we left Spithead, and in a few days 
were moored in Long Reach, where having taken 
out our guns and powder, we moved up to our 
ultimate destination, and were paid off. The 
greater part of our crew were drafted into the 
Lion, then lying at Gravesend, fitting for the 
East Indies, whither they shortly proceeded — 
after a month's leave of absence granted to them 
by the Admiralty. 

Many of the poor fellows did not object to 
this arrangement, but the majority lilt it to be a 
very hard case that they should be so soon sent 
off again to encounter the trying vicissitudes < 
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climate in which they had already passed so many 
years. 

I was placed in the Blanche frigate, then fitting 
out at Deptfont. On making my appearance on 
board, I obtained three days' leave of absence. 
Off I started home, not, alas ! for the happy one 
of my childhood, where frolic, fun, and gladness 
reigned the live-long day; the buoyant elasti- 
city of mind and spirits, arising from the genial 
breath of heaven, the balmy fragrance of the 
shady grove and verdant plain, were henceforward 
to be exchanged for the depressing influence of 
London's smoky atmosphere. I did not pause 
then to reflect upon the mutability of things ; I 
only felt a deep pang of sorrow that such was the 
case ; my time was too brief to permit any aban- 
donment to the indulgence of other feelings than 
those of intense joy at again rinding myself under 
the roof that covered my father's grey hairs. If I 
found the seductive pleasures of life abridged, yet 
was there no diminution of affection in the warm 
hearts that thrilled with delight at my return. 
In short, I was so intoxicated with the attentions 
that were heaped upon me, that I quite forgot I 



I 
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was under martial law. The three days passed 
away, and four moTe at the bach of them, ere I 
was made to feel my transgression of orders. 
This was speedily conveyed in the shape of a very 
authoritative summons from the commanding offi- 
cer, contained in a letter from a brother Mid; 
the said summons being interlarded with sundry » 
threats of punishment, by no means relishing lo 
the dainty feelings of so important a personage as 
I considered myself whilst surrounded by a host 
of willing contributors to my lordly ease and com- 
fort. I was therefore obliged to bid a reluctant 
adieu to a weeping household ; and with the ex- 
pectation of a sound rating, in which I was in no 
way deceived, 1 found myself in the awful pre- 
sence of the angry Captain L— che. 

The late Sir Thomas Lavie was appointed to 
the command of the ship, but Captain L — che 
was acting pro tempore : from the latter I received 
a regular broadside of threats, which ended with 
his ordering me to be disrated. I was reduced 
to despair ; the latter punishment was, however, 
after some demur, countermanded, although 1 was 
kept in ignorance of this change of mandate 



late. My 



correspondent and myself were the only two 
reefers who had joined the frigate, and therefore, 
fortunately, there was too much to be done to 
allow nie to ponder over my miseries ; but, fan- 
cying I had fallen into the hands of a tartar, I 
wrote to my late captain, begging that I might be 
allowed to remain on shore till he himself again 
went iifliuit. The request was treated as it per- 
haps merited, with a severe lesson on having kid 
myself open to punishment. My hopes of retreat 
being thus cut off, and having been apprised that 
no disrating was intended, I set to work, and in 
the prosecution of my duty forgot my sorrow. 

On reaching the Little Nore, my prospects 
Waxed brighter by the arrival of Captain La vie, 
who superseded our acting captain. I had been 
particularly recommended to him Ivy Captain 
C — ; and several gentlemanly Middies having 
followed him from his former ship, the Iris, we 
set up our establishment in tolerably good reefer- 
like style, and began to enjoy all the comforts 
that are within reach of a well-regulated berth. 

Our destination was off Flushing. Having re- 
complement of men, we weig 

N.I 
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beating wind, but tad not proceeded far before 
the pilot, from his indecision and contrary orders, 
succeeded in running us on board a Swedish mer- 
chant-vessel lying at anchor; ripping open her 
side, from the bow to the quarter, with our bower 
anchor, and completely dismasting her, carrying 
away at the same time our own bowsprit and cut- 
water. We were going at the rate of nine knots an 
hour when brought in contact with the unfortunate 
foreigner. Fortunately, no lives were lost. I shall 
never forget the countenance of the affrighted mas- 
ter, as he appeared emerging from the companion- 
ladder ; his hair perfectly on end from terror and 
amazement at " the wreck of matter and the 
crush" of vessels. The poor devil was the very 
epitome of horror and dismay; and well he might, 
for, as it appeared, he was principal owner as well 
as master. 

Our only resource was of course to come 
anchor. Presence of mind on the part of the pilot 
would have averted all the mischief, but on this 
occasion he completely lost his wits. Such were 
the effects of indecision : first he would weather 
her, then he coidd not — then he would again ; and 
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finally, when too late, he determined on going to 
leeward. But why did not the captain interfere 
and prevent it ? I hear some of my readers ex- 
claim. True ; but, unless an officer is very 
well acquainted with all the dangers of the spot 
he may be traversing, it is a dangerous experi- 
ment to countermand the orders of the man who 
is placed on board by directions of the Admiralty 
for the sole purpose of safely conducting the 
vessel in and out of harbour. By so doing we 
should take the whole responsibility off the pilot's 
shoulders, and shift it upon our own. 

The pilot, having hitherto sustained an excel- 
lent character for attention and skill, escaped with 
a reprimand. 

This was not a propitious com men cement of 
affairs ; we moved into the harbour, and taking in 
the moorings off the dock-yard, the shipwrights 
were set to work, and at the end of the week we 
again started for the Downs. 

Our first cruise was off Flushing; or rather, 
*e lay the principal time at anchor off that port, 
pitching bows under, with nothing to relieve the 
monotony of the scene, either present or pro- 
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. church spire peeping lien; i 



speetive, but i 
there above the horizon — one of the last cruising- 
grounds to be desired by a man-of-war of the 
larger class. We were soon removed to Bou- 
logne, and placed under the orders of one of the 
most vigilant and enterprising of his Majesty's 
officers. The constant interchange of shots be- 
tween our squadron and Boulogne, led to some 
loss of life. The flotilla in that harbour, at Calais, 
at Dunkirk, &c. and the assemblage of so vast a 
body of troops, afforded, I think, tolerably con- 
clusive proofs that a serious attack was i-oiittm- 
plated upon England, and fully justified the dif- 
ferent attempts to destroy the means of conveying 
the French army over. The daring, dashing con- 
duct of the intrepid Commodore Ow-n, who com- 
manded the squadron, must have given our ene- 
mies a disagreeable foretaste of what awaited them 
when they should get out of range of their own bat- 
teries. Subsequent events enabled the wonderful 
and mighty man who then wielded the destinies 
of France to turn the Army of England, as it 
was pompously styled, to the furtherance of his 
ambitious views against the Continental powers ; 



tal powers ; 
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hence it was and still is generally believed, that 
Napoleon never had any serious idea of attacking 
England, but that the display of so doing was 
only used as a mask to cover his ulterior projects. 
I have understood that the well-written pamphlet 
of the late Capt. Beaver, R.N. upon the subject 
of invasion did more to quiet the universal alarm 
felt at that period, than all the precautions adopted 
on shore by Government to meet the expected 
»ttack. He there clearly demonstrates (allowing 
a minute for each vessel to quit the harbour, 
which is the least possible time to be given,) that 
not one half of the number assembled could reach 
the outside in one tide ; therefore either this 
lialf must at once make u desperate push over 
to England, or remain at anchor outside wait- 
ing for their comrades. In this situation they 
would most undoubtedly have been attacked, and 
in all probability destroyed, but certainly so dis- 
abled as to prevent the prosecution of their de- 
signs. Captain Beaver handled Ms subject skil- 
fully ; he satisfactorily proved that, so long as the 
gallant Commodore was off with his squadron, 
there existed no chance of the enemy carrying his 
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plans into execution. But the judgment and pe- 
netration of Captain Beaver did not take into 
account the genius and deep-laid schemes of the 
modem Charlemagne. Fortunately for us, the 
comprehensive mind of the latter did not fully ap- 
preciate the effects of the contrary winds, tides, 
currents, &c. to be met with at sea. His mas- 
terly combinations couid not be made on that 
element with the same exactitude, or their re- 
sults calculated upon with the same certainty, that 
generally attended his land manoeuvres, or we 
might have had to mourn the desolation caused 
by an invading exasperated enemy; — not that I 
imagine he would have been eventually successful, 
but dreadful might have been the consequence of 
such an irruption. 

It is not generally known that Napoleon was de- 
termined to make the trial, although he was fully 
sensible of the immense risk which the undertak- 
ing presented ; and it was this determination that 
induced him to send his fleet out to the West 
Indies, knowing that Lord Nelson would be 
immediately despatched after them. 

He had calculated upon his fleet obtaining the 
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start of ours by ten days on their return to 
Europe. It appears from a conversation during 
his voyage to St. Helena, that he had {riven orders 
to his Admiral to proceed first to the West Indies, 
for the sole purpose of attracting the attention of 
Lord Nelson ; and after endeavouring to lead him 
on a false scent, he was immediately to return 
with the whole of the fleet off Roehefort, LTOrient, 
and Brest, where he would be joined by those 
vessels that might be ready assembled, amounting 
altogether to between fifty and sixty line-of-battle 
ships, and instantly to proceed off Boulogne, where 
the superiority of force and numbers justly entitled 
him to believe he should secure the temporary 
command of the narrow seas, against any force we 
could muster for the moment against him. 

Under the protection of this overwhelming 
Beet, the embarkation of the tToops, &c. might 
have been accomplished with the greatest facility. 
A dash would have then been made across, and a 
landing effected by running the praams on shore in 
the neighbourhood of the Recul vers, (Two Sisters,) 
a sea-mark between Ramsgate and Sheerness, a 
distance of not more than sixty-four miles from 
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London. Once landed, the safety of the flotilla 
was a secondary con si tic rati on — he had bargained 
for its destruction. On being asked, if he was 
aware of the strength of the lines at Chatham, 
he replied, " Perfectly so ;" that he should not 
attack them, but pass on immediately to London, 
where he expected to arrive the second day. By 
the rapidity of these movements, he hoped to gain 
possession of the capita!, and, that once attained, 
he regarded the affair as finished. Here we may 
proudly hope he was in error; but, taking into 
consideration the success that generally attended 
his operations on the Continent, no person can be 
surprised that, judging us by the same standard, he 
should have indulged in such hopes. One thing 
is certain, the plan was good ; nor do I think that 
on our part it was ever contemplated; ami whe- 
ther successful or not, the blow inflicted upon our 
country would have been lamentable. Instead of 
Brest, the French fleet made for Ferrol, where 
the action with the inferior force of Sir Robert 
Calder, and the return of our own squadron, dis- 
sipated the dream of the mighty Conqueror, anil 
he turned his arms to a more profitable account. 
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We remained on this station till July, when, 
lying off Dungeness, a telegraph message from 
our Commodore ordered us to the Downs. In a 
few hours we were rounding the South Foreland, 
when the Blanche's signal was discovered, ' Not to 
anchor. -1 A boat from the Admiral's ship brought 
us our orders to proceed to North Yarmouth 
with all possible despatch, where ultimate orders 
waited our arrival. 
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All were on the qui vive : " Where i 
going?'* was the oft repeated question. 

" Something good for us, depend upon it," 
claimed one of the more sanguine of the Middies, 

" A cruise off the Dogger-bank, 71 replied ano- 
ther, who was always inclined to look i 
black side of the question. 

" Or stationed off Goree," added a third. 
- " Well, here we are running with wind and 
tide, the morning's dawn will dissipate our fanci- 
ful theories." 

" Unless we start with sealed orders." 

"That is not likely; had we gone to Poi 
mouth, or Plymouth, that might be ; but to the 
northward, — nonsense ." 

The following morning saw us at anchor in 
Yarmouth Roads. The captain was scarcely on 
shore, when up went the signal Prepare to weigh. 

" D — n it !" exclaimed the first lieutenant, Li this 
is smart work, however ; something in the wind ; 
make the cutter's recall." 

The cutter had just been despatched with some 
of the gun-room idlers to look out for sometlung 
in the shape of stock. They had scarcely h 
on the jetty. 
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In a few minutes the captain was observed leav- 
ing the shore ; both boats were soon alongside, 
minus the surgeon, who had missed his passage. 
Up anchor was the work of a few minutes, and 
away we stood to the northward. 

All our pros and eons upon our probable desti- 
nation were now hushed by the captain's com- 
municating that we were bound towards Greenland 
in search of three French Frigates, which had escap- 
ed in March from Brest, and had been committing 
terrible ravages among our Grcenlandmen. The 
Alexandria, and another frigate, were directed to 
meet us, and we were to cruise in company. 

"Hurrah, my lads!" cried a jolly reefer. "I 
Bay, old Growl, what will you take for your prize- 
money for the cruise r"" 

" Three farthings, paid down on the nail." 

"Done and done between gentlemen; there 
we your dibbs, (throwing down a penny-piece,) 
and thirty odd per cent, over the bargain." 

"You and your dibbs are made of the same 
metal ; keep them for your own use, in case your 
stock of brass should run short: although there 
is little fear of so desirable an event, while you are 
blessed with that phiz of yours. 1 ' 
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"Will said, my old buffer; the air oft 
North Sea has actually sharpened tout intellects ! 
We shall get hold of a prize to a certaintv," 

" Unless that eternal gabble of yours should 
alanii her before we get within gun-shot. Take 
my advice — trice up that red rag of yours, and 
take a double-reef in vour jaw-bags ; You'll go all 
the steadier, and make better weather, depend 
upon it." 

" Come, old Fellow, that is borrowed, and i 
go ; try your hand at something new." 

This latter ad nee was taken by an attem 
the part uf Growl to exercise his manual wit upon 
the noddle of the offending party, whose agility 
extricated him harmless from the auger of his 
opponent. Out of reach he began again : " Well, 
I must make allowances for your being out of 
sorts. To be sure, it was rather a soft-headed 
sale of yours ; but a bargain is a bargain, and I 
am in for a double whaek of prize-money, thanks 
to your generosity. 1 " 

" Spring your luff, Mr. Jackanapes, or you 
shall have something more than you have yet bar- 

ined for." 
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" I take you a]] to witness, I have bought old 
Growl's prize cash for the cruise." 

" A regular bargain," answered half a dozen 
voices. 

" What do you mean ?" exclaimed Bruin. 

" That you have sold your prize money to 
Jackanapes for three farthings, which has been 
duly paid and received. Saucy Jack is entitled 
to your share." 

" You are a set of noodles — do you take me 
for a goose ?" 

" No, but it is pretty clear you arc a gander." 
This was too hard a hit, and off set the enraged 
middy in chase of his tormentor, to the great 
amusement of their brethren : a turn round the 
lower-deck and a dart up the hatchway, placed 
the offending party in safety on the sacred limits 
of the quarter-deck. 

The morning after quitting Yarmouth Roads 
we fell in with a large French privateer lugger. 
The corsair had been lying to off Flamborough 
Head, and at daylight we were not gunshot and 
a half off: we had him to leeward, and were 
coming up hand over hand with the chase, when 
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he was saved from fulling into our clutches 
a fog skrcening liim from our view, so thick, 
indeed, that our bowsprit could not be plainly 
discerned from the quarter-deck : — an uncommon 
occurrence iu the middle of July — it proved a 
guardian angel to the gentleman. As we had 
higher game in prospect, the disappointment was 
not taken much to heart. 

On the third day of our departure, when abreast 
of the Shetland Islands, wc fortunately fell in with 
two English Greenlandmen ; on board of one of 
these vessels was the master of a whaler, whose ship 
had been captured by one of the French vessels we 
were in search of. We were indebted to the 
correct information given us by this person for the 
success that attended our cruise. 

He informed us, that he had been taken by 
La Guerriere, a French frigate, of fifty guns 
and three hundred and sixty men; that he had 
only quitted her twenty-four hours previously to 
our falling in with him ; that he had been put on 
board a neutral, which neutral the evening before 
had met with the two vessels we were now in 
company with. He gave us a minute description 



of the disguise the enemy had adopted, and, what 
was of greater import, the course he was left 
steering, and also his intention of proceeding to 
the Ferroe Islands for the purpose of watering and 
obtaining refreshments. So much did our gallant 
skipper depend upon the clear and concise infor- 
mation thus obtained, that he wrote by the same 
vessel to the Admiralty, " that their Lordships 
might expect his return to Yarmouth, in com- 
pany with La Guerriere, in the course of the 
following fortnight." 

It was a scene of joy and congratulation on 
board the Blanche, for we looked upon La 
Guerriere as our own. Even Growl acknow- 
ledged the chances to be greatly in our favour. 
The cabin bulk-heads were knocked down, and 
every thing kept ready and clear for action. 

The day after this pleasing rencontre, our pa- 
tience was put to a severe test, by being becalmed ; 
we were, however, consoled by the hope that a 
similar inconvenience attended the enemy, who 
*e were convinced could scarcely be more than 
one hundred miles off. The whole of us were 
Upon the fret and the fidgets ; every cloud was 
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consulted with anxiety, and the direction of its 
course noted with eager eyes. This ansious state 
of suspense was broken in upon by two or three 
fishing-lines being put overboard, when the haul- 
ing up of a fine cod set the whole of the ship's 
company at work on the same sport. We were 
in one hundred fathoms to the north-west of 
Shetland: the quantity of fish taken was so great 
that for days afterwards the ship was absolutely 
impregnated with the fishy odour. 

During the night a favourable breeze sprang up. 
The morning watch were roused from their slumber 
an hour earlier than usual by beating to quarters, 
a sail having been discovered on the larboard 
beam. As the day dawned, and the morning mist 
cleared away, she was made out to be a frigate. 
No answer to the private signaha convinced tie 
she must be the enemy we were looking after. 
though her appearance did not agree with the de- 
scription we had received : in a few minutes we 
should be alongside of her ; escape was out of the 
question. 

* We were ranging up, an awfid silence perva- 
ding the whole ship, when the solemnity of the 



was, by one of the extraordinary and 
overpowering freaks of human nature, magically 
converted into unrepressed and uncontrollable 
aughter. A young marine recruit, who had not 
ong quitted his mammy's apron-strings, was 
quartered upon the main-deck, amidships, and 
in the agony of his untutored feelings suddenly 
fell flop upon his knees, wringing his hands and 
claiming most piteously in provincial dialect, 
"O Lord, Lord, what widl my poore mother 
nay !"" Here was a striking instance of the short 
distance that sometimes separates the "sublime 
from the ridiculous." The poor galoot, however, 
behaved extremely well when we came to the 
scratch. 

Some minutes elapsed before silence and order 

;re perfectly restored, when all expectation of 

immediate hostilities was suspended by the stran- 

showing Russian colours, greatly to the relief 

the poor Jolly, and in no degree less so to a 

it, fine-looking young man, six feet high, filling 

ie situation of assistant-surgeon, whose nerves 

were so totally shaken as to render all hopes of 

assistance from him in case of necessity utterly vain. 
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The Russian was returning from a voyage round 
the world, and the usual civilities having been ex- 
changed, we proceeded on our destination. 

The same afternoon we fell in with the Night- 
ingale sloop of war, which Captain Lavie took 
under his orders : this was a sad disappointment 
to all of us, hut particularly so to the first lieu- 
tenant, As far as was consistent with the respect 
due to their captain, the officers endeavoured to 
persuade him to send the brig off. However, for 
two days lie was inexorable, affirming that, if he 
fancied he could save the life of one man, he would 
take a whole squadron with him. A more amiable 
man, or one more strongly imbued with the best 
feelings of humanity, could not exist than the late 
Sir Thomas Lavie : if he had any fault, 1 should 
say it was that he was too good for a captain of 
a man-of-war. In the present instance the little 
fourteen gun-brig could have been but of slight, if 
of any service to us ; she was much inferior to 
ourselves in sailing, ami before she could have been 
up with us, in all likelihood the action would have 
been decided; and though in point of fact of no 
benefit, her presence must have detracted in s 
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measure from the credit of the business. Still he 
could not persuade himself it was just to send away 
the little craft, with the certainty he felt of falling 
in with the enemy i this determination was prompt- 
ed by the most generous motives, for in retaining 
her under his orders he sacrificed not only half his 
prize-money, but a huge share of credit in cap- 
turing the frigate. 

We were now approaching the Ferroe Inlands; 
the following day would in all probability bring us 
in sight of them : it was too trying an occasion to 
the officers not to make another effort to shake the 
resolution of our excellent skipper. The first 
lieutenant, therefore, headed the attack, backed 
by the second and third, supported by a strong 
reserve, consisting of the master and the whole 
of the gun-room idlers, the middies on the lee- 
side listening with anxious eyes and greedy ears to 
the detached sentences that floated over to lee- 
ward. This combined movement was too over- 
powering, and the allied powers had the gratifi- 
cation of gaining a complete victory ; in less than 
an hour the Nightingale was steering the opposite 
■se to ourselves. Previously to parting com- 
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pany. the surgeon of the little barky was trans- 
planted into the gain-room of the Blanche, pro 
Irmporr; for al! confidence in the nerves of the 
assistant had vanished : so far our rencontre with 
the Russian was fortunate, as it made known the 
inefficiency of this athletic Vouug man. 

The nest morning the mountains of Ferroe 
were seen in the distance : never were middies 
more assiduously attentive in visiting- the mast- 
heads, and occasionally a lieutenant of the watch 
below, as well as the noble first himself, was seen 
mounting the topmast rigging and scanning with 
eager eye the surrounding horizon. Four hells 
had jnst struck when the man at the fore topmast 
head sang out most lustily, " A strange sail on 
the starboard bow !" 

" Take up the glass, Mr. S — , and see what 
you make of her." I had scarcely got the tele- 
scope to my eye, when the sonorous voice of the 
lieutenant of the watch was heard. " Fore top- 
mast head there — what does she look like ?" 

"She looms large, sir." At this moment the 
look-out man at the main top-gallant yard hailed 
the deck. " A large sail on the starboard 



A NAVAL LIFE. 293 

quarter !" This second report had scarcely been 
announced when lieutenants, midshipmen, and 
idlers were seen hurrying up the lower rigging to 
satisfy their eager curiosity. 

" Fore topmast head there — what do you make 
of the strangers ?" 

" The one on the quarter is a merchant- vessel." 

" And the vessel on the bow p" 

" She is a large whip, standing directly for us ; I 
can only see her topsail yards out of the water." 

" Do her upper sails look square ?" 

" The royals are very square and low, sir." 

" The Frenchman, by all that is lucky !" ex- 
claimed the officer of the watch. 

At this time we were going nearly before the 
wind, and the stranger, singularly enough, was 
meeting us with the wind right aft likewise. 

" Mast-head there — how do you say she is 
steering ?" 

" Right for us, sir." 

" Right away from us, you mean." 

" No, sir, she has got the wind in the oppo- 
site quarter to ourselves." 

By this time the first lieutenant had mounted 
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to reconnoitre. His anxiety certainlv blindei 
better judgment ; for lie immediately decided thai 
the vessel on the quarter was a man-of-war, and 
that on the bow a merchant- vessel : he was on deck 
again in a trice, and reported his opinion. The 
Captain, however,, did not give such attention to 
it as he certainlv had a right to expect, but des- 
patched another Middy up to observe the two 
strangers; his judgment confirmed mine, and on 
receiving our joint report, which stated likewise 
that the ship on the quarter was steering as our- 
selves, lie determined on chasing that ahead. 

The noble first was evidently much annoyed, 
and in a few minutes could not avoid expending 
a slight portion of his wrath upon M-t-s and 
myself. " You conceited young whelps, I felt 
the epaulette upon my shoulder, and should have 
secured it but for your presumptuous opinions. 
Go up to the mast-head and keep your eye Upon 
the strangers." 

This was cheerfully complied with, and we both 
took up our station on the fore top-gallant yard. 
The hull of the stranger was soon seen from this 
position; she had a crowd of sail set, apparently 
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in chase of us, the two opposite winds still blow- 
ing. While endeavouring to make out her force, 
she suddenly took in her studding sails, and hauled 
to the wind on the starboard tack, discovering sis 
pretty and goodly a row of grinders, thrusting 
their ugly muzzles from her broadside, as foe could 
well desire to gaze upon. 

" On deck there — the chase is a large frigate." 
The joyous half-uttered cheer with which this was 
received by the crew attested their lively satis- 
faction at the announcement. Our approach was 
ipid till we got within four or five miles of the 
chase, when we were taken aback by the same 
wind which the stranger still carried ; we then 
trimmed sharp upon a wind with the enemy, (for 
that she was an enemy no one doubted,) under the 
same sail right ahead. 

The guns had all been cast loose, and every 
thing prepared for action, as soon as the chase had 
been made out to be a man-of-war ; a superabun- 
dance of shot handed tip, fighting water* plenti- 



• Previously to entering into a 
Uuled along the decks for the refre^ 
of the powder, added n 
intolerable thirst. 



, water is always rfisiri- 
lt of the men ; the smoke 
of the crew, causing an 
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fully arranged along the deck, and all in as c> 
fortable apple-pic order as could be desired. 

Now arrived the anxious moment which was 
to decide whether the pursuer or pursued had 
the best pair of heels, and on which of course 
depended all our hopes. Every quadrant was in 
requisition to ascertain whether we gained or lost. 

" I have got another mile on." " So have I," 
repeated a second. " I have two, 11 exclaimed 
a third. " We are gaining on her, certainly," ob- 
served the master. "We are fore reaching, there 
is no doubt ; but Bhe is crawling to windward of 
us, 11 exclaimed the second lieutenant. "Keep 
your luff Soundings, if you love me, keep your 
luff, master," repeated the third. 

" Very well thus, and no higher, my man." 

" No higher it is, sir ; we have broke off 1 
a point, added the ijiwrter-master. 

" That accounts lor her being to 
Arc the head-sails well trimmed, Mr. Sobey 

"To a hair," replied Pipes; "they i 
stand better, sir," 

The appearance of the enemy's ship talliet 
actly with the description wc had received ( 
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Guerriere ; not a peg was left to hang a doubt 
upon : the private signal was thrown out, more as 
a matter of form than expecting any answer to it ; 
none was given, and our minds were perfectly at 
rest, that could we but get hold of her she would 
prove a capital prize. 

The warrant-officers were already calculating 
their profits upon the forecastle, Master Pipes 
ving that Government could not give less 
than thirty thousand pounds for her. 

' I say, Master Chips, just chalk down an 
eighth of that — Well, how many are there of us to 
? — Let me see, there are three of us here, 
the Doctor, Nipchecse, and the two Johnnies ; it 
is a hard ease that young swaddy, who has just 
left off sucking his mother's milk, should stick 
bis spoon in our porridge mess, — never mind — 
it's the rules of the sarvice, therefore we must not 
complain ; but he would have been much better 
n shore, lapping his pap — Well, how many does 
that make ?" 

" Seven, 1 ' replied the gunner : " Oh ! the two 
mateys." , 

" Nine, 1 ' answered Chips. 
o5 
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"Well, what does that mate?" Altera 
oha&ng sad rubbing out, Chips made each share 
amount to four hundred pounds. 

" That will do," observed Master Pipes, 
stretching his thick-set square-built person up 
to its full height, and buttoning up his trousers' 
pockets at the same time, as if the cash was 
actually stowed away there ; — "that will do. Go 
along, my beauty ; by the Lord, we are over- 
hauling him, hand over fist! — I say, Master Cra- 
paud, bear a hand, and lash up your hammocks ; 
you won't have much time to spare, when we 
come to sarve it out to you." 

Thus did one of the best boatswains in His 
Majesty's service amuse himself and his imme- 
diate brother officers, when his speculations were 
broken in upon by the welcome summons to pipe 
to dinner. 

John Bull unquestionably feels better enabled 
to enter upon deadly strife after a good repast, 
than when turning-to with an empty stomach; in 
both cases he will manfully perform his part, but 
by strengthening the inward man he is enabled 
to turn hia prowess to better account. A s 



chase is a long chase ; we had plenty of time fur 
refreshing ourselves with the meal that had been 
waiting two hours after the usual period, before 
blows were exchanged. Six o'clock arrived, and 
we were still out of gun-shot ; the wind had bro- 
ken us off two or three points, and had conse- 
quently brought her so much farther to windward ; 
tad, to our great alarm, she certainly kept her own 
for some time, nay, some thought she even gained 
in distance. Stocks began to fall : we trimmed 
ship more bv the stern ; the good effects were soon 
agreeably visible, at eight o'clock we had gained 
considerably. At ten, there was no use in think- 
ing or surmising upon the subject, for the tricolour 
made its appearance at the peak of the enemy, 
and the French pendant at her mast-head, in 
answerto our St. George's ensign, which had been 
previously fluttering in the breeze. We regarded 
this display as the preface to his commencing 
playing at long bowls, but Master Frenchman 
reserved his fire, and from so doing we drew the 
inference that he would prove the tougher anta- 
gonist. 

At eleven o'clock we were within good gnu- 
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shot. The captain summoned the ship's i 
pany to the break of the quarter-deck ; his address 
was laconic enough. 

" My lads, there is a French frigate before 
yon: I give you half an hour to take her. Now 
go to your quarters, and remember, not a shot is 
to be thrown away. 11 

It was received, as such an address always will 
be received by British seamen, with three heart- 
inspiring cheers, loud enough to have been heard 
on hoard the Frenchman ; and every one took 
his station at his quarters. 

At midnight,* the enemy abandoning all hope 
of getting clear of us, gallantly bore up with the 
intention of passing under our stern : wc were 
instantly on the alert. 

"Stand by your guns — fire low — and- mind 
the heave of the sea; be steady, my lads — and she 
is all your own :" so spoke the skipper, as the 
Frenchman came majestically on. The distance 
between us had decreased to a short span, when 
the dead silence that pervaded the ship was 

" Though iwelva o'clock at night, in ihat latitude, iu July, 
ii was clear twilight. 




again 



limUi'i 



upon by tLe voice of tlie Cap- 



'' Stand by ! — fire !" — and ere the sound of his 
voice bad died away, the iron messengers of death 
whizzed through the air, directing their course 
with unerring aim through the bows of our gallant 
foe, strewing the deck with the mangled bodies 
of her defenders. The broadside was repeated with 
the like dire effect, before our helm was up to 
prevent him availing himself of the same advan- 
tage he had so incautiously given us of raking 
him ; but, fearful of encountering another broad- 
Bide in his present position, he hauled up along- 
side of us to windward, and, on righting our own 
helm, the action began in earnest. The order to 
fire at her hull was admirably attended to ; while 
the aim of our opponent appeared to be directed 
to dismantling us aloft. A continued stream of fire 
from the muzzles of our iron bull dogs told terri- 
bly upon the Frenchman, and very early palsied 
his exertions. In luffing up to close our antago- 
nist we were taken aback ; the head-yards were 
braced aback to box her off without effect, and 
for a few minutes (for the wind had fallen to 1 
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light air.) we lay with our jib-boom over her 
board-gangway. Our fire had been so destructive 
previously to this critical moment, that the French- 
men must have been bewildered, for they cer- 
tainly did not seize upon the favourable opportu- 
nity that presented itself of paying 
ing the time we were in this awkward dili 
I should" doubt whether they gave 
shot, and those were so ill directed that we 
received but very trifling injury from them. It 
was an anxious moment for us. By the time he 
began to rally, the order to man the larboard guns 
had been given and received with a deafening 
cheer ; and when the broadside again bore upon 
La Gruerri&re, the contents of our guns might be 
heard crashing through her sides amidst the roar 
and din of battle. She could not recover from 
effects of this wicked discharge, which had 
mounted four of her main-deck guns, and sent 
mizen topmast over the side ; and after a 
contest of forty-five minutes her colours 
hauled down. One of the boats that had been 
lowered down and towed astern a few minutes 
before the action began, was being hauled 
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alongside, -when up flew the tricolour at tlie peak 
again, and at the same moment the Frenchman 
re-opened his fire : lie paid dearly for this futile 
attempt, and in a few minutes the colours were 
again struck, and he lustily sang out that he had 
surrendered. The captured frigate was hailed, and 
the astonished captain was invited by name to 
come on board, for it was La Guerri&re. The 
reply that every boat was so shattered as to be 
incapable of floating, obliged us to send one for 
his accommodation, which speedily returned with 
the captain, a tall fine-looking man, who surren- 
dered his sword with the graceful ease of a well- 
bred Frenchman. 

An undefinable tumult of overpowering sen- 
sations assumes possession of the mind imme- 
diately after a successful action ; it cannot bear 
the test of scrutiny, for the feelings are as volatile 
and as various as the bubbles that dance upon the 
sea. The pride of victory that swelled our throb- 
bing hearts as the gallant skipper of La Guerriere 
planted his foot upon the deck, resolved itself into 
an ambiguity of feeling which I should in rain 
attempt to describe : the fortune of war might place 
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us in a similar situation ; and this reflection ope 
ted as a salutary lesson in repressing amoiiff us 
any exuberance of joy, which, however natural, is at 
all such times as indelicate as it is incompatible 
with the nicer sentiments and true interests of 
the British sailor. 

But when the ceremony of the delivery of the 
sword was over, there, might lie observed on the 
main-deck the fervent grasp of the hand, the 
eager, searching look, the hurried, anxious inquiry 
as to who were, and who were not, spared the 
cannon's roar ; the deep, low-muttered bursts of 
gratuJation that arose from the several knots of 
men congregated together, as the trifling amount 
of loss was ascertained, and our own peculiar joy 
when we found our berth had not been robbed of 
any of its inmates, and that the second lieutenant 
was the only officer who had suffered s 
then it was we felt ourselves fairly cntitlet 
rejoice at our good fortune: 

Happily we cannot penetrate into the womb 
time ; such a gift would mar all present enjoy- 
ment. Ere six months had passed over our heads, 
some of the poor fellows who stood around 1 
had found a watery grave, and all the survive 



had become prisoners of war at Verdun, in France. 
The sequel will show how I escaped this over- 
^helming catastrophe. 

A remarkably handsome young marine, whose 
enthusiastic ardour led him to mount the main- 
rigging that he might fire with more destructive 
effect on the enemy's deck, excited the admiration 
of his shipmates by his gallant bearing. He 
maintained his exposed station, keeping up a con- 
stant fire amid a shower of round and grape-shot, 
slapping his seat of honour in derision of his ene- 
mies every time he discharged his musket, till an 
eighteen pound-shot carried away the fleshy part 
of both thighs and the lower part of the abdomen ; 
the brave fellow was then assisted down by two 
lue jackets, exclaiming, as he reached the deck, 
that he had at least given them forty shots for 
their one. He survived this afflicting wound seve- 
ral days, and died with the same devoted feelings 
that had distinguished his conduct on the day of 
action : lie was universally regretted on board. 

The first lieutenant took charge of the prize, 
not forgetting to order the two " conceited 
whelps" to accompany him, who were to act as his 
lieutenants. Our loss was trifling, but our spars 



30G RECOLLECT IONS OF 

and masts were terribly cut up, and had there 
been any tiling like a breeze, they, in all probabi- 
lity, would have been over the side. 

On getting alongside.La Guerrierc, the remains 
of a poor Frenchman were thrown overboard, and, 
dashing against the stem of our boat, sunk into 
the watery grave. 

Tlie blood-stained planks of the quarter-deck 
bore ample testimony to the accuracy of our fire, 
but on descending to the main-deck a scene of 
slaughter presented itself* which converted our feel- 
ings of triumph into those of horror and dismay. 
The disfigured and mangled bodies of our gallant 
foes were scattered in many a heap around. The 
main-deck was slippery with blood and gore, and 
as my foot trod in the vital stream of many a 
valiant heart, I could not but inwardly arraign 
myself and ask, Is this the road to honour and 
renown ? and I felt " sicklied o'er with the pale 
cast of thought." The French crew had onJy 
begun to consign their dead to the deep as we 
took possession of the ship, and they willingly and 
heartlessly left the melancholy task to their cap- 
tors ; each man being eager to secure his personals 
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before he was hurried away as a prisoner to the 
Blanche. At one gun on the main-deck every 
man was killed or wounded, one of our cannon- 
shot having taken the upper part of the muzzle of 
the gun, when in the act of running it out, and, 
splitting the upper half to pieces as far as the 
trunnions, it acted with the destructive effects of 
a shell, destroying gun and men at a blow. The 
immediate vicinity of the useless piece sufficiently 
marked the sanguinary effects of this well-told 
shot, which were confirmed by one of the wound- 
ed Frenchmen quartered at the gun. Another 
of our bullets had entered the bore of one of 
their eighteen-pounders, taking with it a part of 
the muzzle, and completely disabling it from fur- 
ther service by jamming it up nearly to the cham- 
>er. Two more were placed kors du combat. 
Thus, out of fifteen pieces on the larboard side of 
the main-deck, four were rendered useless, by 
which we gained a great advantage.* 

Whilst employed in exchanging prisoners, the 

• Foice of tbe Iwo Frigates. 
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Blanche had already struck her wounded t< 
and had drifted a little to leeward. The quarter- 
master at the helm was in the aet of putting it up 
to close her, when one of the French lieutenants, 
regarding the moment as propitious for attempting 
to retake the vessel and escaping, (we had not 
more than thirty men on board the prize,) sud- 
denly struck the Englishman at the wheel, dashed 
him away, and seizing it himself, called upon his 
crew to come forward and assist him in cutting 
down their enemies. The instant decision and 
presence of mind of Lieutenant D — es defeated 
the attempt, before the war-cry had well rung in 
the cars of his countrymen. Lieutenant D — es 
had with herculean grasp seized upon the French 
officer, and lifting him up dashed him headfoqg 
down the after-hatchway, then drawing his sword 
he immediately put to rout two or three of the 
most daring who had sprung forward to second the 
bold and spirited attempt of their officer. 

No time was lost in securing and getting rid of 
these dare-devils ; and running under the lee of the 
Blanche, we despatched the remainder of our 
prisoners on board of her, and comm 



ing and putting the prize to rights. On sounding 
the well, four feet water was found in the hold, 
arising from the shot that had taken effect between 
wind and water : these were speedily plugged up. 
And now the more melancholy task devolved upon 
us of clearing the decks of the dead, and washing 
away the bloody marks of the mortal fray. By noon 
all was in tolerable order, and both ships shaped 
their course fur Yarmouth, which place we readied 
within the period prescribed by Captain Lane in 
his letter to the Admiralty, and where we found 
the North Sea fleet at anchor. It was slack 
water, and they were riding head to wind (which 
was off the shore) when we entered the roads ; 
we passed under the sterns of the whole squadron, 
before we could tack to reach our anchorage. As 
we glided along, each vessel sent forth a deafening 
cheer ; it rang sweetly in the ears of the victors. 
The applause of our compatriots is an intoxicating 
draught, and should be lightly sipped — uot quaff- 
td, lest a too liberal use of it neutralize the more 
generous and soul-stirring effects of the inebriating 
potion. 

The natural gaitie de cceur of the sprightly 
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Frenchman Lad considerably mitigated the 
series of captivity ; nor did their entry into nn 
enemy's port appear to renew any painful feelings. 
Monsieur le Capitaine Hubert landed, and on 
the following day requested that idl his officers 
might be allowed to meet those of the Blanche, 
whom he had invited to dine with him at the 
Wrestlers : we went, and spent a very happy joy- 
ous day. 

What is life but one continued acene of incon- 
gruity of action ? one day we are employed in 
compassing the destruction of the foe — another, 
grasping him by the hand. To the most deadly 
and bitter strife often succeed the friendly wish, 
the harmless joke, and sparkling bow-1. 

A change comes o'er the land ; cabinets disa- 
gree, and whether the cause be justifiable or unjus- 
tifiable, the object aggression or defence, the 
quarrel personal or patriotic, the ambition and 
passions of sovereigns and their ministers are to be 
pandered to. The trumpet of war sends forth its 
shrill but inspiring notes, invoking the chivalrous 
feelings of tens of thousands of ardent spirits, who. 
rushing tumultuously to their country's standard, 
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pause not to ask Why are we here ? but at the 
word of command the sword leaps from its scab- 
bard to plunge itself, with fierce intent and deadly 
purpose, into the bosoms of men with whom a 
brief space of time before they had perhaps revel- 
led in the delights of social intercourse and kindly 
feeling. What demon is it that conjures up 
the spirit of discord in mankind, never satiated, 
ever crying " Havoc, and let slip the dogs of 
war '." It is well that, in mitigation of this scourge 
of nations, there are counterl>alan crag effects, aris- 
ing from man's better nature, and from the salutary 
-restrictions imposed by acknowledged laws in the 
conduct of war, the law of nature seconding and 
ratifying those of civilized warfare. 

A state of hostilities with its concomitant hor- 
rors is of itself a sufficient curse upon the human 
race ; were Christian men divested of all that can 
soften calamity and invite confidence, what supe- 
riority could we claim over the savage warfare of 
the untutored Indian or the forest tyrant ? We 
war for our country, not as individuals ; and when 
the battle is fought, it would be too much to in- 
vest ourselves with the personal animosity, or 
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ambitious motives, that may have instigated our 
rulers to unfurl the national banners of defiance. 
We stop not to argue upon the meum el tmim of 
things ; wc fed that we are men, and though our 
creed, language, and habits may be at variance, 
yet are we animated by the same professional 
ardour, and guided by the same indestructible im- 
pulses of nature. 
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